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Chatfield City Charter 

()IL<\PTER 1 

NAME, BOUNDARIBS AND 

POWERS OF THE CITY 

SECTION 1. Name & Boundaries. The City of Chatfield, in the 
Counties of Fillmore and Olmsted in the State o,f Minnesota, shall, up
on the taking effect ,of this char.ter, continue to he a city 1.mder the 
11ame of the City of Chatfield and shall continue to be a municipal 
corporation and shall include the following described land and terri
tory situated in the Counties of Fillmo.re and Olmsted: 

BOUNDARIES 
The South ,one-half (Sl/2) and also the ,Southeast quar.ter of the 
Northeast quarter (SE¼ of NE¼) of Section Thirty-One (31) in 
Township One hundred and Five (105) North, Range Eleven (11) 
West, in Olmsted County, Minnesota, and the East one-half (El/2) of 
Section Six (6) in Township One hundred and :four (104) North, 
Range Eleven (11) West, and the East one~half of the South-west 
quarter (E½ of SW¼) ,of said Section Six (6) and the Northwest 
c1uarte.r (NW¼) of Section Five (5) in Township one hundred and 
Four (104) North, of Range Eleven (11) West, and the Southwest 
quarter of the Northeast quarter (SW¼ of NE¼) of said Section Five 
(5) and the North one-half of ,the Southwest quarter (N¼ of SW¼) 
of said Section Five (5) in ,said Township and Range, in Fillmore 
County, Minnesota. 

Which above described land and territory is hereby set apart ,and 
incorporated as the City of Chatfield, under the provisions ,of Chap
ter Three Hundred .and Seventy-five {375), of the General Laws of 
the State of Minnesota for the years one thousand nine hundred and 
seven (1907), and sections seven hundred forty-nine (749) to seven 
hundred fifty-eight (768), inclusive, of Revised Laws 1905 and a
mendments thereto, and all lands and pr,operties now or hereafter 
within the boundaries of said City of Chatfield shall constitute an 
election and assessment district separate and distinct from any town, 
and all such lands and properties are hereby specifically sepa;rated 
from the Town of Elmira in Olmsted County ,and the Town of Chat-
field in Fillmore County, 

Section 2. General rowers. The City shall have all powers of 
local selfgovernment and home rule and all powers possible for a 
municipal corporation to have under the Constitution of the State of 
Minnesota. 'I'he City shall have .all powers possessed by municipal 
corporations at common law and that now or hereafter may be grant
ed to municipalities by the laws of the State of Minnesota. All such 
powers shall be exercised in the manner prescdbed in. this Charter o.r 
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by the laws of the State of Minnesota, -0r if not so prescribed, as shall 
be provided by ordinance or resolution of the Council. 

.Section 3. Powers Liberally Construed. The ;provisions of this 
Charter shall !be construed liberally in favor -0f :the City, to the end 
that it may have all the powers necessary for the efficient conduct of 
its municipal affairs. The specific :mention of particular municipal 
powers in other sections of this Charter shall not be construed as 
limiting the general ,powers of the City to those specifically men
tioned. 

CHAPTER2 

:POWERS - HOW EXERCISED 

Section 4. Powers, How Exercised. All powers of the City, un
less otherwise specifically :provided by this Charter, shall be exer
cised by the Council, or under its direction, subject to the .referendum 
powers of the voters. 

Section 5. Present Ordinances, Resolutions, By-Laws and Rules. 
All ordinances, resolutions, by-laws and rules existing at the time of 
the adoption of this Charter shall continue in full force and effect un
til amended or repealed. 

Section 6. Administrative Code. The existing departments, 
divisions, boards, and funds of the City Government are continued 
except as expressly changed by the provisions of this Charter until 
the same shall be changed by the adoption of an A<lministrative 
Code as hereinaf.ter provided. Within one y-ear after the adoption of 
this Charter, the City Council shall ,by ordinance -adopt an Adminis
trative Code providing a -complete plan of administrative organization 
and management of the City Government and creating in conformity 
with the express provisions of this Charter such departments, divi
sions, boards and funds as ,they may deem advisable. Thereafter, ex
cept as established by the provisions of this Charter, the City Council 
may by ordinance adopted 1by a four-fifths -vote of all the aldermen 
amend the Administrative Code, but no such change in the Adminis
trative Code shall be made in such manner as to affect any rights of 
the City -or the time and manner ,of payment of any obligations due 
to or by the City with respect to any funds established ,by the Atl
ministrative Code. 

OHAPTER3 

ELECTIVE OFFIOERS AND ELECTIONS 

Section 7, Elective Offices and Terms. The elective ,officers of 
the City shall be a Mayor, five aldermen and two City Justices, all 
to ibe elected at large. All elective officers shall be qualified electors 
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of the City and all elective officers holding office when this Charter 
tak0s effect shall continue in ,office until the fir.st day of January fol
lowing the first City election held under this Charter. The Aldermen 
sh all hold their offices for fou.r years and the Mayor shall hold his 
office :for two years, provided that at the first election the three alder
men receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected for a term 
of four years and the two aldermen .!'eceiving the next highest num
ber of votes shall hold office for the term of two years. The two City 
Justices shall hold their office for two years. 

Section 8. Oath of Office. Every -officer of the City, elected or 
appointed, shall before ente--:ing upon the duties of his office take and 
subscribe an •oath of office in substantially the following form: "I do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) to support the Constitution of the United 
States and of this State, and to discharge faithfully the duties devol-
ving upon me as ........................................ of the City of Chatfield to the 
best of my judgment and ability." 

Section 9. Mayor and Aldermen not to hold other Oity offices. 
Neither the Mayor nor any aldetman shall hold any paid municipal 
of1i::!e or employment undeJ: the City, nor, until one year after the ex
piration ,of their terms of office, shall be appointed to any paid office 
or employment under the City which office or employment was cre
ated or the salaries of which were increased during their term as 
Mayor o,r Alderman. 

Section 10. · Compensation of Officers. The Council shall fix the 
compensation ,of all officers elected •or ,appointed under· this Charter 
and the Compensation so fixed shall not be changed, increased or 
diminished during the term for which such officer is elected or ap
pointed except that the Council may by ordinance adopted by four
fifths vote of all the Aide,rmen authorize additional compensation 
when in their judgment such increase is warranted; provided, that 
the compensation of the Mayor shall be One Hundred, dollars pe,r ye-ar 
and the compensation of the Alderman shall be sixty dollars per year 
and their compensation shall not be increased unless the question of 
such increase is submitted to and approved by the vote,rs. 

Section 11. Biennial Election. Biennial City Elections shall be 
held on the first 'I'uesday in December in each odd-number.eel year 
and the officers elected shall take office on the first Monday after the 
first Tuesday in January following such election. 

Section 12 . .. General Election Laws to Apply, All elections, 
general and special, shall •be conducted under the general election 
laws of the State of Minnesota. 

Section 13. Vacancies. Whenever a vacancy occurs in any of 
the elective or appointive offices specifically p,t'ovided in the Charter, 
such vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term of such official by 
resolution •Of the Council and any vacancies occuring in any appoin-
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tive office provided for by the Administrative Code may be filled in 
the manner provided in said Administrative 1Code; except that any 
vacancy in the office of City Justice shall be filled in the manner pro
vided by the laws and Constitution of this State and any vacancy oc
curring in the office of City Atto,rney shall be filled ,by the Mayor. 
All appointive officials except the City Attorney may be removed at 
any time at the pleasure of the Council and the City Attorney may be 
removed at .any time at the pleasure of the Mayor. In addition the 
Council shall have power by resolution to declare that a vacancy ex
ists in any elective office by reason of the failure of such official with
out good cause to .perform any DI the duties of such office for a pe.riod 

of three mon tbs. 
CHAPTER4 

'EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 

Section 14. The Mayo1•. The Mayor shall be l'ecognized a'l 
the official head of the City for all ceremonial purposes, and by the 
Governor for military purposes. He shall ,be the chief executive of
ficer of the City and shall have command and cont,~ol of its police 
f,orce. It shall be his duty to see that the laws of the State, the pro
visions of this Charter and the Ordinances of the City are duly ob
served and enforced within the City and that all other officers of the 
City discharge their resPective duties and to that end may institute 
and maintain on behalf of the City any appropriate action o.r proceed
ing against any delinquent officer, 

Section 15. Vice-Mayor. At its annual meeting in January fol
lowing the biennial ,City election the Council shall choose one of its 
mernbe1·s as Vice-Mayor for the next two years. The Vice-Mayo1· 
shall perform the duties of the Mayor during his absence or disability, 

SECTION 16. City ,~Jerk. The City Clerk shall be appointed by 
the Council only by resolution ,adopted by a four-fifths vote of all the 
aldermen. The City Clerk shall be appointed solely on the basis of 
his fiscal and a~ministrative qualifications and need not, when ap
pointed, be a resident of the City or State. At its :first meeting in 
January' following the adoption of this Charter the Council shall ap
poi'nt a City Clerk :for a term of one year and shall thereafter appoint 
such City •Clerk for .a term of four years. The City Clerk may with 
the advice and consent of 1he Council appoint .a Deputy City Clerk to 
assist him and to perform his duties during his absence or disability. 

The Clerk shall keep the co,rporate seal of the City and all papers 
and records thereof except as otherwise provided in this Charter or 
by ,the Admi;1istrative Code, .attend all meetings of the Council in per
son or bY ¥s Deputy and keep a record of all pro.ceedings thereof. 
B,e shall keep accounts showing the finandal transactions of all de-
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partments _of the City upon forms prescr1bed ,by him and approved by 
the Oounc1l. He ·shall on or before the fifteenth day of each month 
prepare a summary statement of the revenues and expenses for the 
preceding month, detailed as to appropriations and funds in such 
manner as to show the exact :financial condition of the City and each 
depa.rtment, division and office thereof and submit the same to the 
Council at_its next. regular !11eeting, He shall from time to time .i:£ive 
the Council such information and recommend such measures as he 
shall deem advantagebus to the City. He shall perform the duties 
imposrd by law on City Cle1·ks and such other duties as may be pro
vided for in the Administrative Code. 

The City Clerk shall have the power to administer oaths and af
firmations and take and certify iaclmowledgements in all cases in 
which the same are required or sanctioned by law. 

Section 17. Treasure1•. The Council •shall appoint a City Treas
m·er for ,a term of four years commencing -011 the fi,,:st day of February 
in each even-numbered year who shall perform the duties imposed 
1.1pon tCity Treasurers by law iand such ·other duties as may be pr-0vid
cc1 for in the Adminiskative Code. 

Section 18. City Attorney. The Mayor shall appoint the City 
Attorney whose term shall expire ,on the fifteenth day of January fol
lowing the next 1biennial election. He shall perform all duties im
posed by law on City Attorneys, shall act as prosecuting attorney in 
Justice Coui·t and perform such other duties consistent with his office 
as the Council shall impose by ordinance; provided, that the Council 
shall have the :right and power to employ special counsel for special 
matters "Or actions at law in which the City is interested. 

Section 19. Chief of Police. The Mayor shall, with the advice 
and consent of the Council, appoint a ,Chief of Police as. soon as con
veniently may he after he takes ofiice, for a term of two years com
mencing on the .first day of February in each even-numbered year 
who shall pe,rform the duties imposed upon the Chief of Police •by la; 
or pursuant to the Charter or ordinances of the City. 

Section 20. Assessor. The Council shall appoint an Assessor for 
a term of :four years commencing on the :first day of February in each 
odd-numbered yea,1·, who shall perform the duties imposed upon as
sessors by law or pursuant to the provision of this Charter or the Ad
ministrative Code. 

Section 21. Health Officer. The Council shall ,appoint a Health 
Officer_ for a term of four years commencing on the first day of Feb
~uary m alternate even-numbered years, who shall perform the duties 
imposed upon Health Officers by law or pursuant to the provisions of 
this Charter or the Administrative CDde, 
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,CHAPTERS 

COUNCIL MEETINGS, RESOLUTIONS, 

ORDINANCES AND REFERENDUM 

Section 22. Council. The Council ~hall-consfst of th~ Mayor and 
;five ,aldermen and the Mayor sh'.all preside -0ve~ 1ts meetings, but the 
Mayor shall have no vote except in case ,of a tie when he shall have 
the power to cast the deciding vote and in the case of eme'rgency ~•t'

dinances where he shall have no power of veto. The annu~l meeting 
of the Council shall ,be held on the first Monday ,after the first Tues
day in January each year at 7:30 ?'clock P. M. at wh~ch tin:e any new
ly elected members of the 1Counc1l ,shall assume their ~ut1es. There
after ,regular council meetings shall be held at such times as may be 
:presc,l"ibed by ordinance except that there sh~ll be not less than one 

. regular council meeting each month and the time ,and manner of cal
ling special council meetings shall also be .prescribed by. Ordinance. 
A majority of the Aldermen shall be a quorum to do ~us11:ess, bu.t a 
less number may adjourn :£ram time to time. All leg1slat1ve actwn 
shall be ,by ordinance except ,as otherwise provided by the laws of the 
state or,by this Charter. The council shall keep a journal of its pro
ceedings which shall be a public record; and every final vote upon 
the passage of ,all -0,rdinances and resolutions. shall be by yeas and 
nays and entered in the journal; and no ordinance shall be passed 
witho1\t t.he concurrence of a ma:!.ority of the Aldermen; and all meet
ings of the Council shall be public. :No ordinance ,or resolution ~h~ll 
contain more than one subject which shall be dearly expressed m 1ts 
title and shall not be amended either .after its introduction o,r passage 
so as to change its original subject or purpose. 

Section 23. Ordinances. The enacting clause of all Ordinances 
shall be "The Council of the City of Chatfield,. Minnesota, does or
,d,ain;" Every Ordinance shall be presented in writing; and every or
dinance except Eme,rgency Ordinances shall ,be fully and distinctly 
1·ead at two Council Meetings, and at least three days shall elapse be
tween the first ~md second readings thereof. Every Ordinance shall 
be published once in the official newspaper of the City or, in the 
event that at any time there is no legal newspaper published in the 
City, shall be posted in three public ,places in the <;ity. All ,:)rdin
ances, except emergency ordinances shall take effect thi,rty days after 
publication or posting unless repealed •by re;ferendum as hereinafter 
provided, 

Section 24. Emergency Ordinances. An emergency ordinance is 
an ordinance for the immediate p,reservation of the public peace, 
health or safety, in which the emergency is defined or declared in a 
preamble thereto aµd no emergency ordinance shall be passed with-

6 

Chatfielcl City Charter 

out the concurrence of ,at least four aldermen. An emergency ordin
ance shall take effect immediately upon passage, No grant of any 
franchise nor the acioption, amendment or repeal of an Administra
tive Code •shall be construed to be an emergency. 

Section 25. Approval by Mayor. Every ordinance or resolution 
of the Council except emergency ordinances, shall before it takes ef
fect :be presented to the Mayor for approval; if he shall approve it, he 
shall sign -the same, but, if he disapproves it; he shall return it to the 
City Clerk with his objections thereto to be presented to the Council 
at its nexi: regular meeting or at a special meeting called for that pur
llOSe. Upon the return of any ·o.rdinance or resolution by the Mayor, 
the vote by which same was passed shall be deemed to have ibeen re
considered and the question shall ,again be put upon the passage of the 
same notwithstanding the objections of the Mayor, and1 if upon such 
1·econsideration the same shall pass by a four-fifths vote of all the al
dermen, it shall have the same effect as if approved by the Mayor. If 
an ordinance or resolution shall not be ,returned by tne Mayor within 
three days, Sundays and Holidays e~cluded, after it •shall have been 
presented to him, the same •shall have the same effect as if approved 
by him. 

Section 26. Power of R,eferendum. The people of Chatfield 
reserve to themselves -the power, in accordance with the provisions 
of this -Charte,r, to require ordinances or any par-t thereof, other than 
emergency ordinances, passed 'by the Council to ,be referred to the 
voters ,for approval or disapproval through referendum. If, prior to 
the date when an ordinance takes effect, a petition signed by qual
ifl.ed voters equal in number to fifteen per cent ,of the total vote cast 
at the last ibiennial election be filed with the City Clerk requesting 
that any such ordinance or part thereof be repealed, such ordinance 
shall not take effect and shall be laid -0ver pending further proceed
ings as hereinaftar provided. 

Any five voters may form a referendum committee. More than 
one copy •Of the same referendum petition· may be circulated as a 
part of a single petition, 1but the circulator of each copy shall make 
an affidavit that each signature thereon is the genuine signatttre of 
the person whose name it purports to be. Each petition shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

REFERENDUM PETITION 
Proposing the Repeal of an Ordinance Entitled 

'' ............... ·······························L·····················-" (or part of an ordinance 
entitled "················································· ............... , which part reads as 
follows " ................................................................ ". A copy of said ord-
inance is hereto attached. The proposed repeal is sponso,red by the 
following committee of voters: 
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NAME ADDRESS 

1. •••-•. •••••••-m••••••••-•••••••••• .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-•••••••-•••••••••••••••••••· 

2. ···•······•·············•·•· .. ········• ................................ -•························-·•···········-···· 
3, ••••••••• .. •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• .. •••••••~••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••os•· -•••••••••--•••••••••••••••• 

4. ···········································-········ ······--······························· .••····-···········••<"••·· 
5, ,.. _ ........................... _ ......... ~ .. -----····"- ---·-~ -............. · .... ,,, ........... ~----· .................................................... ,.. ........ ~-·-·•"-' 

The undersigned qualified v-0ters of the City of Chatfield, under
standing the nature of the measure hereto attached and ,believing it 
to •be detrimental to the welfare of the City, petition the Council for 
its repeal •or submission to ihe ,mters for approval or rejection. 

Name of V-0ter Address 
All eopies -of the petition shall be filed in the office of the City 

Clerk as one instrument. Within five days ,after the filing of the 
petition the Ci:ty Clerk ,Shall ascertain by examination whether the 
petition is regular and has 1been signed by the ;required percentage 
of voters, If he ,finds the petition insufficient ·or il,regular, he shall 
,at once notify one 01· more of the Referendum. Committee stating the 
reasons for his findings. The Committee shall then be given ten 
days in which to fl.le ,additional copies of the petition or a correi:!ted 
i)etftion. The Clerk shall ptesent the petition, or corrected petition, 
to the Council at its next regular meeting, certifying it if he finds it 
regular -and .sufficient or, if he finds it irregular and insufficient, 
stating that it was filed with him and his reasons for finding it in
sufficient or irregular. If ceirtified, the ,Council shall reconsider the 
ordinance ·or part thereof to which objection has 1been made or re
pass the ordinance without change, Should the ordinance be so 
l'epassed, the Council shall immediately call an electicm to be held 
thereon and, if a majority of the votes cast on the questia'n are op
posed to the ordinance or part thereof, it shall be deemed repealedj 
but if a majority favor the ordinance or part thereof as passed by 
the council, it ,shall take effect immediately or upon the date there
in specified. Should the Clerk :present the petition to the Council 
with a. finding that it is insuffici€nt or irregular, the Council maY 
eitheir reconsider and repeal the ordinance or part thereof to which 
objection is made; ·or may despite such. insufficiency or irregularity 
of the petitton refer the matter to the voters; or may by resolution 
adopt the Clerk's fl.ndings as to such insUfficiency or irregu1arity in 
which ,case such dete.rmination shall be fl.nal and the ordinance as 
originally passed shall be in full force and effect. 

CHAPTER 6 

l'UBLIO UTILITIES 

SECTION 27. Public Utilities, All public utilities now or here
~fter owned and ,operated by the City shall constitute one depart
ment of the City, known .as the "Public Utility Department," and 
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the Council shall have general management and control thereof with 
full power to do all things necessary for the ptoper operation main
tenance, improvement, acquisition, extension and repair of such 
public utilities. The term "Public Utility" al used herein includes 
any property whether located within or without the corporate limits 
of the City used Q!' useful for the production, tr.ansmission or dist
ribution and sale of water, electric energy, garor steam o; the col
lection, transportation, treatment and disposal of sewage, surface 
waters or any domestic, commercial or industrfal wastes or garbage 
together with and including any other I)ulblic convenience, enterprise 
or utility from which a revenue is or may 'be derived. 

SECTION 28. Rates. Rates to be chargecl. fo.r all services mat
erials, labor or benefits furnished by any such public utility i~clud-
.. h . ' mg c .arges to be made for service or benefits furnished to the City 
as a whole or any of its departments; rules and regulations necessary 
to prope.rly regulate furnishing such service and secure prompt pay
ment of bills; the method by which the City may acquire and collect 
liens upon property for unpaid bills; and the manner and extent to 
which the City shall .operate such public utilities and furnish service 
outside the corpor,ate limits 'Of the City shall be established or chang
€d only by ordinance. 

SECTION 29. Capital Expenditures. It shall be the duty cf the 
Council to see that rates are adequate to p.1·ovide .funds to properly 
operate and maintain and pay interest and principal on any indebt
edness which may be incurred for capital expenditures for the im
proveme.nt acquisition, extension and repair of such public utilities. 
To provide :funds necessary for capital expenditures tb.e Council 
shall have powers by ordinance to authorize the issuance of Revenue 
Warr.ants which shall be payable solely from the net revenues of the 
Public Utility Department and the City shall ibe e:xpressly relieved 
by the terms thereof from any obligation to levy, collect, use or 
apply any taxes or moneys -received from taxation to the payment of 
either principal or interest on such Revenue Warrants excepUor the 
payment of service rendered to or health or other '}Jene.fits received 
by the_ City as a whole or any of its departments. suchowinance 
sh~ll :f1x the maximum amount of Revenue Warrants thereby auth
orized; decr~be i~ general terms the nature of the capital e~endi
~ures :for which tney are issued; and may contain covenants detennin
mg what shall constitute net revenues of the Public Utility Depart
ment; whether ~1~ or part of the net revenues shall be pledged; and 
such other prov1s10ns as the Council may deem necessary• p,rovided, 
however, that no such ordinance shall ever be construed a~ an emer..
gency ordinance. ,Such Revenue Warrants shall bear interest at not 
to exceed 5 Pe~ cent p":r annum, payable semi-annually, and shall ma~ 
ture at such time o;r times, be in such form and be sold under- such 
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Chatfield City Charter ·-----------
terms as the Council may 'by resolution deem for the best interests of 
the City. The Council sh,all have power by resolution to issue Re
:funding Revenue Warrants to refund outstanding Revenue Warrants 
whenever moneys from the net revenues pledged are insufficient to 
meet any matwring Revenue Wal'l.·ants or interest or at the optional or 
callable <fates of such Revenue Warrants and each issue of Refund
ing Revenue Warrants shall ,constitute the same charge or lien on the 
net revenues of the Public Utility Department as do the warrants re-
funded. · 

SECTION 30. Method of Sale or Lease. No public utility now 
or hereafter owned .by the City shall be sold, leased, or otherwise 
disposed of unless the :full terms of the proposed sale, lease, 01· other 
disposition thereof shall have been embodied in an ordinance passed 
by the Council and the proposition subn'litted to an election and ap
proved by a two-thirds vote of the voters voting on the question. 

CHAPTER7 

FINANCE AND TAXATION 

SECTION 31. General. The Council shall .at all times retain 
general control -Over the financial affairs of the iQity, the admin
istrative details of which shall ibe part of the Administrative Code. 
The Council shall ,provide in the Administrative Code for the pub
lication of an annual statement of the financial affairs of the City. 
The fiscal year of the City shall beihe same as the calendar year. 

SECTION 32. Time Wa,rrants. No orders shall be issued upon 
the City Treasurer exceeding in· amount the tax collected or assess
ed or in process of collection and moneys on hand not otherwise ap
propriated; provided, however, that the Council shall have the power 
if by resolution they deem it expedient, to issue time war,rants for 
the put.pose of replenishing any fund of the City but the aggregate 
amount ,of such time warrants outstand.ing ag,ainst all funds shall at 
no time exceed five per cent of the assessed valuation of all property 
in the 1City. No moneys in ex-cess of Two 'Dhousand Dollars ($2,000) 
shall be transferred in any fiscal year irom one :£und to another ex
cept by ;r,esolution. 

SECTION 33. Tax Levy. rt shall be the duty of the Clerk; to 
prepare -and submit to the Council at its ;first regular meeting in 
August each year a detailed estimate of the taxes tequired to be 
levied for ,all City purposes for the ensuing year together with a 
suggested ,form of resolution making •such levy, and at this meeting 
the Council shall make such -changes as they deem expedient and 
table the resolution for :final action at its first regular meeting in 
September. :At such Septem'ber meeting or adjournment thereof all 
interested persons ·shall be given an opportunity to be heard on the 
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proposed taxes. The Council shall determine the amount of taxes 
to be levied and adopt sucll tax levy resolution prior to the first of 
Octo,ber and the Clerk shall transmit the tax levy to the County 
Auditc.rs not later than the tenth of October. No tax shall be inval~ 
id ·by reason of any informality in the manner of levying same nor 
because the amount levied shall exceed the amount required to be 
raised for the special purpose for which it was levied, It shall be 
the duty of the heads of the various departments of the City to tile 
with the City Clerk an estimate of the receipts and disbursements 
of such department for the ensuing fiscal year on or before the :first 
day of JUly in each year to assist the Council in determining the 
amount of taxes to be levied and it shall ibe the-0.uty of the City Clerk 
t(J publish the estimates so filed by the heads of the yiarious depart
ments once in the official newspaper of the City not later than the 
first day of August following the filing of such estimates with him. 

SECTION 34. Bonded Indebtedness, Bonds of the City may be 
issued for any lawful pu;::pose, but no bonds of the City shall be issued 
under authority of this section whereby its bonded indebtedness 
would be made to exceed ten per cent of the last assessecl valuation of 
taxable property therein, including moneys -and credits, provided that 
bonds issued before or after the adoption of this charter shall not be 
included in or counted as a pa.rt of such ,bonded indebtedness, if (1) 
held in a sinking fund maintained •by the City, or (2) issued for the 
creation or maintenance of a permanent improvement revolving fund. 
No bonds of the City shall be issued under authority of this section 
without the approval1 first obtained, of ,a majority of the electo;rs vot
ing on the question of issuing such bonds. 

CHAPTERS 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS 

Section 35. Powe1· to Make, The Council shall bave power to 
make a?y local improvements deemed necessary for the welfare or 
convemence of the City and its inhabitants and assess the cost or such 
Part thereof as they deem just against any property found benetited 
thereb!. Any two or more local improvements may be made at the: 
same time and as part of the same proceedings and the assessment 
therefor likewise levied and collected. 
. Section 36. How Initiated. Local improvements may be initiated 

either b~ ,a petit~on submitted to the Council by interested property 
o:vner~ for ~uch 1mproveme~t or by a resolution passed by the coun
cil to investigate the 11ecess1ty and feasibility of such local improve• 
ment. Before taldng any further action, the Council shall refer the 
matte~ to ~ competent engineer of its selection who shall report to the 
Council w1th all convenient speed. Such report shall advise the Coun~ 
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cil in a preliminary way as to whether the proposed imProvement i.s 
feasible and as to whe~he,r it should best be made as set forth in the 
petition or resolution or in connection with some other imp,,;ovement 
or improvements not included in the petition or resolution and the es
timate of the cost of the improvement •as recommended in the ;report. 
On the filing of such ;report with the Clerk, the Council shall by re
solution fix a time, hour and place when the Engineer's Report will be 
considered and action taken thereon .and direct the Clerk to give no
tice of such hearing by publishing a notice once in each week for 
two successive weeks in the official newspaper of the City. 'I'he 
Notice shall describe in general language the improvement or 
improvements recommended in the Engineer's Report and the 
estimated cost. thereof, but it need not include a description 
of the properties liaJble to be assessed therefor or the names of their 
several owners. At the time fixed in the notice, or at some subse
qttent time or times to which the hearing may be adjourned, the 
Council shall hear such persons as care to be heard in reference there
t~. At the conclusion of the hearing the Council shall determine by 
resolution whether the improvement or improvements as set forth in 
the Engineer's Report or any part thereof shall be made, which ::eso
lution shall descdbe the improvement or improvements to be made 
and the limits thereof in general language. 

Section 37. Local Improvement Ordinance. As soon as possible 
after this Charter takes effect, the Council shall prepa,re and adopt a 
complete Local Improvement Ordinance, which may be amended 
from time to time as other o;rdinances, covering procedure for ;prepar
ations of plans and specifications; awarding contracts, use of day la
bor; preparation of assessments a~d share of cost which may ?e as
sessed to the City as a whole; hearing on and appeals from special as
sessment; supplemental assessment ,and reassessment; and all other 
matters appropriate to the subject of local improvements and assess
~ents. After the passage of such ordinances, all resolutions pertain
ing to local improvements ~hall conform to the provisions of such lo
cal improvement Ordinance. The Council shall have the power also 
to include as a part of such Local Improvement Ordinance the method 
by which local improvement warrants may be issued to finance such 

work. 

·CHAPTER 9 

EMINENT DOMAIN 

Section 38. Powers. The City shall ,have full power to acquire by 
urchase, gift, devise, or condemnation, any property corporeal or in

p rporeal, including public utilities either within or without its cor
~;ate bou11daries which may -be needed by the -City for any puiblic use 
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or pui·pose, and the fact that the pl'operty so needed has been acquired 
by the owne,r under the power of eminent dom;1in and is already de
voted to public use shall not prevent its acquisition by the City. T!ie 
acquisition of such property may be accomplished by proceedings at 
law in the manner provided for taking land tor public use by the 
right of eminent domain according to the laws of this State. 

CHAJ>TER 10 

FRANCffiSES 

Section 39. Defined. The word "Franchise'' as used in this 
Charter shall be construed to include -all privileges gil'anteJi to any 
person, firm, association or corporation in, over, upon or under any of 
the highways or public places of the City, 'Whether such privileges 
have ,been or shall he.reafter be granted either bY the City or by the 
State of Minnesota. 

Section 40. Metllod of Granting. No :franchise shall be gvanted 
except by ordinance adopted by a majority vote of all aldermen 
and every Ol'dinance -by which the Council shall propose to grant any 
franchise shall contain all the terms and conditions of the franchise to 
be granted. No exclusive franchise shall eve,r be granted. No fran
chise shall be granted for term exceeding twenty years. 

Section 41. Long Term Contriacts. The words uLong Term Con
tracts" shall be construed to mean and he limited to contracts for the 
purchase by the City or any of its departments .of any. materials or 
supplies including contracts for the purchase of electricity or services 
of other public utilities which run for a period of more than five 
:rears. No such long t,mn contract shall be entered into until the 
same shall have been approved •by Ordinance adopted by a majority 
vote of all the Aldermen and, except in case of contracts whereby the 
City Council reserves the unconditional right to cancel and terminate 
such cont,ract at any time after the expiration of such five-year per
iod, until such ordinance approving the contract shall have been sub• 
mitted at an election and approved by a majority of the voters voting 
on the question. 

CHAPTER 11 

ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY 

Section 42, City to be Separate District. The City shall constitute 
a single assessment district separate and apart from any town within 
the boundaries of which any property within the City limits may lie, 
The assessment of property within the City limits shall be made in 
the manne1· provided by the laws of the State for cities of the same 
class. 
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Section 43. Board of Eqtta.Iiz;i,tio:u. The Board of Equalization 
shall consist of the Mayor, Vice Mayor and City ,Clerk and shall ;neet 
as such in the usual place for holding Council meetings on the fourth 
Monday in June of each year to equalize the assessment according to 
law with powe-r, however, in the Council to change the date of such 
equalization meetings f,:om time to time by published resolution to 
conform to the general laws of the State. 

CHAI'TER 12 

CITY JUSTICES 

Section 44. Jurisdiction, The City Justices shall have concurrent 
jul'isdiction over .civil actions and criminal proceedings under the sta
tutes of the State of Minnesota as Justices of the Peace have and shall 
extend to and include the counties of ,Olmsted and Fillmore in said 
state and process issued by them both civil and criminal shall run in,
to. said counties and may be served by any officers in either county 
and they shall have and possess all the power and authority that jus
tices of the peace now have in either of said counties to hear, try and 
determine any such actions and may keep their respective offices at 
any place in said city, and such actions may be removed in the cases 
and manner provided by law. In addition to such powers herein-be
fore defined, said City Justices shall have sole and exclusive jurisdic
tion to hear all complaints and conduct all examinations and trials in 
criminal cases within the city, cognizable before a Justice of the Peace 
in said state, And said City Justices shall have sole and exclusive 
jurisdiction in all cases cogriizable before a Justice of the Peace in 
which the City is a patty, either plantiff or defendent or the moving 
party and shall have cognizance and exclusive jurisdiction of all ac
tions, suits, proceedings, or prosecutions for the recovery of any fine, 
forfeiture o.r _penalty under any by-law, 'ordinance or regulation of 
said City of Chatfield, or its Charter, or for the breach or violation of 
any such by-law, ordlnance or regulation and in all cases of offenses 
against the same. All prosecutions for a breach or violation of any 
such by--Iaw, o.rdinance or regulation shall be commenced in the name 
of the City of Chatfield, and the same proceedings shall be had in civil 
and criminal cases, suits or proceedings before said City Justices 
when not otherwise provided herein or directed as are established and 
required to be had in civil and criminal actions by the laws of this 
State before a Justice of the Peace and he shall Jrnep a docket and 
rnake such entries therein as are required to be entered by statute. 
All fines, for.feitures and penalties imposecl by the City Justices for 
offenses committed or triable within the City of Chatfield, or for a 
violaton of an ordinance, by-law or regulation of said City shall be
Jong to and be a part of the finances of the City. The City Justices 
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shall report quarterly to the Council in all proceedings instituted be
fore them in which the City is a party or interested, All fines for
feitures and penalties thus belonging to the City snaU be turned over 
to the City Treasurer as soon as the time for al)peal has- expired, The 
City Justices are autho.rized and empowered to have, take and receive 
such fees as are provided by the General Statutes of Minnesota for 
the same or similar service as Justice of the (Peace, as near as may be, 
but no other fee whatever. · 

CHAPTER13 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Section 45. Call fo1· Bids - Official Bond -l'enalties for Viola~ 
tion. The Council shall have power by ordinance to fix the manner 
in which the publicity shall be given to requests for bids; the amount 
of bond to be given by officers of the city and penalties for any vio
lating of this Charter o;t· any Ordinance of the City. 

Any administrative rule or regulation of any (lep·artrirentuf·the 
State of Minnesota affecting the City, or any statute .of the State of 
Minnesota, or any published code, specification, or regulation prepar
ed by an official or unofficial organization fo,r general circulation and 
use, may be adopted and incorporated by reference thereto in an or
dinance and by marking three copies thereof as "official copies•i and 
filing them for reference and inspection in the office of the City Clerk, 
and the publication requtrement of this -charter shallbe'asiully sat
isfied in such cases 1by this method as if the said material had been 
set forth in the ordinance in full. 

Section 46. Present Rigllts Retained. The City shall succeed to 
all the contract and property rights and privileges and be subject to 
all the legal obligations and the terms of existin"' contracts an.d tran
chises existing at the time this Charter goes int; effect. 

Section 47. Service on City. When any suit o;r action shaUbe · 
commenced against the City, service or pr.ocess therein shall ~e made 
by le~ving a copy thereof with the City Clerk or person in charge of 
the City Clerk's office and one copy with either the Mayor or Vice 
Mayo;-' and it shall be the duty of the City Clerk to fal'thWith inform 
the C1ty Attorney and Council thereof. 
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Letter of Transmission 
To the Honorable w. O. Wiedenheft, Mayor of the City of 

Chatfield in the Counties of Fmmore and Olmsted, State -0f 
Minnesota, and the members of the City Council of said city: 

The undersigned heretofore appointed by the Judges of the 
District Courts of the 3;rd and 10th Judicial Districts as a board of 
freeholders or charter commission fOr said City of Chatfield, do 
hereby report and recommend for submission ,to the voters of said 
city for adoption of the within city charter. 

Dated this 9th day of September, 1947, 

CHARTER COIWVIISSION 

Debs T. Lake, Chairman 

George H. Potter, Secretary 

N. 0. Fahlgren Dale Nagel G. A. Haven W. F. DeWitt 

John Manahan H.P. Thurbe.t Paul Lynch John Best 

Forrest Busher Hugo Siegel A. O. Krogen G. H. Underleak 

G, F. Halloran 

Drafted by H. w. Moody, Municipal Bond Attorney, Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, August, 1947. 

'l'O WHOM rr MAY CONCERN: 

I, N, 0. ~ahlgren, the duly elected, qualified and actin11; city 
clerk of the City of Chatfield, hereby certify ,that the City Charter 
of the City of Chatfeild was submitted to the electors of the City of 
Chatfield for adoption or rejection as provided ~y statute on the last 
day of ,September, 1947; that the said Charter was regularly and 
properly adopted by the electors of said city. 

Seal of the City of 
Chatfieldi Minnesota. 

N. 0, Fahlgren 
City Recorder, of the City o:f 
Chatfield, .M111nesota 

Published by authority of the City Council ,Jf the City of 
Chatfield, Minnesota. 
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