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CHARTER 
Of The 

City Of Montevideo 
Montevideo, Minnesota 

To the Honorable Harold Larson 
Mayoi• of the City of MontevidtJO 
in the County of Chippewa, State 
of Minnesota, and the members of 
the City Council of said city, 

The undersigned heretofore ap
pointed by the Judges of the Dis
trict Court of the Twelfth Judicial 
District as a board of freeholders 
or charter commission for s:tid City 

Charter 
C01n1nission 

of Montevideo, do hereby report 
and deliver the hereto attached 
proposed charter for said City of 
Montevideo and recommend that 
said prOJ?osed chartel' be submitted 
to the voters of said city for adop
tion, according to law. 

Dated this 12th day of April, 

1947. 

ROLAND H, AAKER 
KNUTE .ANDERSON 
CHARLES W, AUNSPACH 
GUSSIE BERGENDAI!L 
ELLA GOODER 
JOHN C. HAAVE 
GORDON HAKES 
R. A. HOLZER 
V. K. JENSEN 
C, LEONARD JOHNSON 
OLOF L. LARSON 
SIGVALD B, OYEN 
C, A. PEDERSON 
C. S. POWELL 
UNA WILLIAMS 



2 CITY CHAR'l'ER--CITY OF MONTEVIDEO 

Chapter 1 
NAME, BOUNDARIES, POWERS 

ANI> GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Section l. Name a!ld Boun1larfor. 
-The City of Montevideo, in the 
County of Chippewa and State of 
Minnesota, shall, upon the taking 
effect of this charter continue to 
be a municipal corporation, under 
the name and style of the City of 
Montevideo, with tho same bound
aries as now are or hereafter may 
be established. The boundaries of 
the said city shall comprise all 
that territory within said County 
of Chippewa and State of Min
nesota:, described as. follows, viz: 

All in township one hundred 11ev
enteen (117) north, range forty 
(40) west of the Fifth {5th) Prin

. cipa1 Meridiart; 
Beginning at the east quarter 

corner of section seven (71, thence 
southward along the east line of 
said section approximately 1451 
feet to the north line of Kohr's 
Brookside Addition to :;aid City; 
thence east along the north line 
of said addition in section 8, 237.6 
feet to the northeast corner of 
said addition; thence southeasterly 
along the easterly boundary of 
said addition approximately 1128 
feet to the south line of said sec
tion 8; thence westerly along the 
south line of said section 8 ap
proximately 115 feet to the east 
line of Ninth Street in said city; 
thence southerly along the east 
line of said Ninth Street approxi
mately 576 feet to the north line 
of Lincoln Avenue in said city; 
thence easterly along the north 
line of said Lincoln Avenue ex
tended, approximately 900 feet to 
the east line of the west half of 
the northwest quarter of section 
seventeen (17), thence southerly 
along the east line of the west 
half of the northwest quarter of 
said section 17 approximately 2000 
feet to the southeast corner of said 

west half of said quarter section; 
thence westerly along the sonth 
line of the west half of said quar
ter section approximately 540 feet 
to a point one hundred twenty 
(120) feet easterly of the east line 
of Tenth Street in said city; 
thence southerly parallel with the 
cast line of said Tenth Street nine
teen hundred twenty-one and two 
tenths (1921.2) feet; thence west
erly at right angles with that part 
of said Tenth Street extending 
northward, approximately 200 feet 
to the center line of that part o.f 
said Tenth Street extending south
westerly; thence southwester;y 
along the center line of said 'renth 
Street approximately 300 feet to 
the center line of the "Bottom" 
or "State Road"; thence north
westerly along the center line of 
said "Bottom" or "State Road" ap
proximately 300 feet to the south
easterly line of block three (3) of 
Keithley's First Addition to said 
city, extended; thence southwest~ 
erly along the southeasterly line of 
said block three {3) approximately 
120 feet to its intersection with the 
east line of section 18; thence 
southerly along the east line of 
said section 18 to the southeast 
corner of said section 18; thence 
westerly along the south line of 
said section 18 to the southwest 
corner of the southeast quarter of 
tLe southeast quarter of said sec
tion 18; thence southerly along the 
ea.st lirte of the northwest quarter 
of the northeast quarter of sec
tion nineteen (19) to the south
east corner thereof; thence west
erly along the south line of the 
northwest quarter of the northeast 
r1uarter of said section 19, to the 
southwest corner thereof; thence 
southerly along the quarter sec
tion line through said section 19 
to the left bank of the Minnesota 
River; thence southwesterly to the 
center line of said river; thence 
northwesterly along the center line 
of said river to the west Jtne of 
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said section 18; thence northward 
along the west line of said sections 
18 and 7 to the west quarter corner 
of said section 7; thence easterly 
along the quarter line through said · 
section 7 to the center liue of the 
west street of Thompson's Addi
tion to said city, extended; thence 
northward along the center line of 
said west street 788 feet to the 
north line of said Thompson's Ad
dition; thence eastward along the 
north line of said Thompson's Ad
dition 730 feet to northern corner 
of said Thompson's Addition; 
thence northward along the west 
line of the east half of the 
no.rtheast quarter of said section 
7 approximately 82 feet to the 
north line of the Odd Fellows Ad
dition to said city; thence east
ward along the north line of said 
Odd Fellows Addition 1316 feet to 
the east line of said section 7; 
thence southerly along said section 
line 870 feet to the place of begin
ning. 

Section 2. Powers of the City:.... 
The City of Montevideo, by and 
jn its corporate name, shall have 
perpetual succession? and save as 
herein otherwise provided and save 
as prohibited by the constitution 
or . .statutes of the State of Minne
,sota, it shall have and exercise 
all powers, functions, rights, and 
privileges possessed by it prior to 
the adoption of this charter; also 
all powers, functious, rights and 
privileges now or hereafter given 
or gra11ted to municipal corpora
tiQns having "home rule charters" 
by the constitution and laws of 
the State of Minnesota; also all 
powers, functions, rights and priv
ileges usually exercised by, or 
which are incidental to, or ad
here in, municipal corpol'ations of 
like power and degree; also all 
municipal powers, functions, rights, 
privileges, and immunities, of every 
name and n11,ture whatsoeve!'; and 
in addition it shall have all the 
powers and be subject to the re-

strictions contained in this .char• 
tet. In its corporate name it may 
take and hold, by purchase, con
demnation, gift, or devise, and 
lease and convey any and all such 
real, personal, or mixed property, 
within or without its boundaries, 
as its purposes may reguire, or os 
may be useful or beneficial to its 
inhabitants; and it may contract 
with the county or with other mu
nicipalities for- such joint services 
and utilities as may seem desir
able and for all other legitimate 
purposes. 

Section 3. Consh:-nctfon of This 
Charter - The provisions of this 
charter shall be construed literally 
in favor of the city, to the end 
that it may have all necessary 
powers for the efficient conduct of 
its municipal affairs, as contem
plated by the municipal hon'ie rulo 
ptovisions of the constitution and 
laws of the State of Minnesota. 
The s11ecific mention or pattillulm• 
municip'al powers in other sections 
of this charter shall not,,be con
strued as limiting the. powers of 
the city in the premises to those 
thus mentioned. 

Section 4. Charter a Public Allt 
-This charter shall be a public 
act and need not be pleaded . or 
proved in any case. 

Chapter 2, 
FOR.).}[ OF GOVERNMENT 

Section 5. Form .of Governme11t
The form of government establish
ed by this charter shall be known 
as the "Council-Manager Plan," All 
discretionary powers of the city, 
both legislative, and executive, 
shall vest in and be exercised by 
the city council, subject to the ini
tiative, referendum, and recaU pow• 
er.s of the people. It shall have 
complete control over the city ad
ministration but shall exet·cise 
this control ;xclusively through tha 
-city manager and shall not Itself 
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a.ttc1,:1pt to perform any adminis
tro.tivc work. 

Section 6, The Mayor-'l'bc may
or shall be the chief executive of
ficer of the city, and shall exer
cise all powers and perform all 
duties conferred and imposed up
oh him by this Charter, the or
dinances of the city and laws of 
the State; He shall be recognized 
,\S the official head of the city for 
·au ceremonial purposes, by the 
courts for the purpose of serving 
civil processes, and by the Gov• 
crnor for the purpose of martial 
law. He shall study the Qperations 
df the City Government and sh'lll 
report to the council any neglect, 
dereliction of duty or waste on the 
part of any officer or department 
of the city. In time of public dan
gel' or emergency he. may, with 
the consent of the council take 
comr.mnd of the police, maintain 
order, and enforce the law, In the 
event of a vacancy in the office of 
the mayor, whether by death, res
ignation, or any other causl), the 
council shall appoint a mayot• for 
the unexpired term, but in ca~e 
of a 1·ccall the vacancy $hall be 
filled in the manne.r provided !rt 
this Charter. 

Section 7. E!-ci:itlve Officers-The 
elective officers of the city shall be 
a mayor and :fiv~ councilmen, who 
.shall be 9-ualified electors and who 
shall be elected at large in the 
manner hereinafter provided. The 
five councilmen 2hall sl)rve for a 
term of four years and until their 
successors are elected and quali~ 
fled. The mayor shall serve for a 
term of two years and until hia 
successor is elected and qualified. 
There shall also be elected a mu
nicipal judge and a special muni
cipal judge, as provided by law. 

The terms of all office!'s shall 
begin on the first Monday after 
the first Tuesday in January fol
lowing a regular municipal elec
tion. 

All present elective officers shall 
hold office until their respective 
terms expire. 

Section 8. Incompatib!e Office::
No member of the ~ouncil shall b(J 
appointed city manager, nor shall 
any member hold any paid muni
cipal office or employment undel' 
the city; and until one year after 
the expiration of his term as mayor 
c,1• councilman no former member 
:;hall he appointed to any paid of
fice r,r employment under the city, 
wllkh office or employment was 
created or the emoluments of 
which were increased during his 
term as councilmat1. · 

Section 9. Vacancies in the Coun
cil-A vacancy in the council shall 
lie deemed to exist in case of the 
failure of any person elected there
to to qualify on or before the date 
of the second regular meeting of 
the new council, removal from the 
city, continuous absence from the 
city for more than three months, 
or conviction of a felony of any 
person whether before or after his 
qualification, or by reason of the 
failure of any councilman without 
good cause to perform any of the 
duties of membership in the coun
cil for a period of three months. 
In each such case the council shall 
by resolution declare such vacancy 
to exist and shall forthwith ap
point an eligible person to fill the 
same until the next regular muni
cipal election, when the office shall 
be filled for the unexpired term; 
provided that any vacancy result
ing from a recall election or frorn 
a resignation following the :filing 
of a recall petition shall be filled 
in the manner provided in such 
case. 

Section 10, Salaries - The mayol' 
shall receive an annual salary of 
one hundred fifty dollars, payable 
quarterly. The councilmen shall 
serve without compensation, ex
cept each shall receive the sum 

CITY CHARTER-CITY OF MONTEVIDEO 5 

of $5.00 for eacli regular meeting 
upon which said officer is in at
tendance throughout its entire ses
sion, and when meeting as the 
board of equalization they shall 
each receive not to exceed $1.00 
per hour actual &ervice, payable 
quarterly. All appointive officers 
and employees of the city shall 1·e
ceive such salaries or wages as 
may be fixed by the council by re
solution. 

Section 11. Bon.r5:.,-The council 
shall appoint five park commis
sioners, nine mem.bers of the li
brary board, a board of health con
siding of three members, a city 
planning commission, and may ap
point a radio commission, an air
port commission, and such other 
boards and commissions as it may 
deem necessary. They shall be ap
pointed by the council by ballot, 
and the affirmative vote of three 
members shall be necessal'y for 
such appointments, The park com
missioners shall hold their offices 
for five years and until their suc
cessors shall have been appointed 
and qualified. Tbe members of the 
library board shall hold their of
fices for three years and until their 
successors shall have been ap
pointed and qualified. The mem
bers of the board of health shall 
be appointed annually. The duties 
of the various boards and commis
sions shall be fixed by the council 
by ordinances. All present mem
bers shall hold office until thcil' 
respective term expires. 

Section 12, Investigation of City 
Affairs - The council and City 
Manager or either of thern, and 
any officer or officers formally 
authorized by them shall have pow. 
er to make investigations into tho 
city's affairs, to subpoena wit
nesses, administer oaths, and to 
compel the production of books and 
pnpers, The council may at any 
time provide for an examination 
or audit of the accounts of n11y 

, 
officer or department of ,the city 
government, The accounts of the 
city shall be audited by the state 
public examiner or a certified pub
lb accountant at least once each 
year, 

Section 13. Interference with Ad
ministration - Neither the coun
cil nor any of its members shall 
dictate the appointment or in any 
manner interfere with the city 
manager or prevent him from ex
ercising his own judgment in tho 
appointment of officers and em
ployees in the administrative serv
ice. Except for the purpose of In
quiry the council and its mem
bers shall deal with and control 
the administrative service solely 
through the City Manager, and 
neither the council nor any mem
ber thereof shall give orders to 
any of its i;ubordinate.s of the City 
Manager; either publicly or pri~ 
vately. 

Chapter 3 
PROCEDURE OF COUNCIL 

Section 14. Council Meetings-On 
the first Monday after the first 
Tuesday in January following a 
l'egular municipal election, the 
council shall meet at the usual 
l)!ace and time for the holding cf 
council meetings. At this time the 
newly elected members of the 
c0uncil shall assume their duties. 
Thi;reafter the council shall meet 
~•.t such times as may be prescribt!tl 
by ordinance or resolution, except 
that they shall meet in regular 
$ession twice each month. The 
mayor, or any two members of the 
council, may call special meetings 
ot the cou.ncil upon at least two 
<Z) hours' notice to each member 
of the council. 

Such notice shall be delivereu 
personally to llach member· or shall 
be left with some responsible per
son at the me~ber's usual p'.aco 
of residence. All meetings of the 
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ccuncil shall be public,. and any 
citizen sha11 have access to the 
minute:i and records thereof at all 
reasonable times. 

Section 15. OfficerQ of the Coun
cil-The City Clerk or other cit;" 
official selected by the counc:l 
shall be the secretary of t}io coun
cil and serve as such at its meet
ings and shall keep s,tch rqcords 
und perform such other duties as 
may be required by thiu Charter 
or by vote of the council, The pres
ident of the council shall be elected 
t,, the council from its members 
at the first regular meeting of the 
council in January foEowing each 
city election. • 

Section 16. Rule:. of l'rocedm:c 
an<l Quorum - The council shall 
determiue its own rules and order 
of business, and shall ltcep a jour
nal of its proceedings. A majority 
of all members elected sha11 con
stitute · a quorum to do busine:m, 
but a less number may adjourn 
from time to time. The council 
shall provide by ordinance a moan::i 
by which a minority may compc; 

,. the attendance of absent members. 

Seation 17. Ordina.nMl, Re::o!u
tions and Motion:. - Except as in 
this charter otherwise provided, an 
legislation and all appropriations 
of money shall be by ordinance, 
save that where an obligation has 
been incurred by ordinance, pay
ment thereof may be ordered by 
resolution if the amount exceeds 
five hundred dollars or by ordin
ai·y motion if the amount involved 
is less than that sum, and· save 
also that licenses may be. granted, 
property acquired for public use::i, 
and local improvements ordered, 
by resolution, Every final vote up
on all ordinances, resolutlona, and 
motions, and upon all amendments 
thereto, shall be by ayes and noes, 
and the vote of each member shall 
be reco~ded in the minutes, The 
votes of at least four members 

shall be reciuired for the pasr:age 
of ull ordinances and resolutiomi 
and of at least three members for 
the passing of motions, qxaept un 
otherwise provided in this Char
tcl'. 

Section 18. Pro~etlmc on Otcl:n
an:?es - The enacting clause of 
all ordinances passed by the coun
cil shall be in the words, "Th ·i 
City of Montevideo docs ordain." 
Every ordinance shall be present
ed in writing. Every ordinance, 
other than emergenay ordinances, 
ehall have two public readings in 
full, and at least three days shall 
elapse between the first and secoml 
reading thereof. Every ordina11cc 
appropriating money in excess of 
five hundred dollars, and every or
dinance and resolution authorizing 
the making of any contract invo!v
ing a liability on the part of the 
aity in excess of five hundred dol
lars, shall remain on file in the of
fice of the aity clerk at least one 
week before its final passage, ex• 
cept in the case of emergency or
dinances or resolutions. 

Section 19, Emergency Orclin
a.ncce ancl Re,3olutions - An emei'
genay ordinance or resolution ls 
an ordinance or resolution for tho 
immediate preservation of the pub
lic peace, health, or safety, in 
which the emergency is defined or 
declared in a preamble thereto, 
separately voted upon, and agreed 
to by at least four members of tba 
council, as recorded by ayes and 
noes. An emergency ordinance or 
resolution must be in writing but 
may be enacted without previous 
filing. No grant of any franchise 
shall be aonstrued to be an emer
gency ordinance. 

Section 20. Procedure on Resolu
tions - Every resolution shall be 
presented in writing and read in 
full before a vote is taken thereon, 
unless the reading of a resolution 
is dispensed with by unanimous 
aonsent. 
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Section 21, Signing and Publica
tion of Ordinances and Resolu
tions - Every ordinance or reso
lution passed by the council shall 
be signed by the president of the 
council and attested by th.e city 
clerk, and . shall be filed with the 
city clerk · and by him recorded 
and preserved. Every ordinance, 
except emergency ordinances, shall, 
before it takes effect, forth
with be presented to the mayor 
for his approval. If he approves he 
shall sign the same, but if he dis
approves it, he shall return it to 
the aity council with his objeations 
the1·eto, by depositing the same 
with the city clerk, to be presented 
io the city council at the next reg
ular meeting. No ordinance shall 
be signed by the mayor within two 
(2) clays, Sunday and legal holi
days excepted, after the same is 
w·csented to him, and if the same 
;,hnll not be returned by him be
foni the next regular meeting of 
lhf.! city aouncil after it shall have 
lleen presented to him, it shall have 
the same force and effect as if ap
proved by him. Up01t the return of 
any ordinance by the mayor, with
out his approval, the city counail 
may at the next regular meeting 
thereof pass the same by the af
firmative vote of all five members, 
and it shall have the same effect 
ar if approved by the mayor. Every 
ordinance except emergency ordin
ances shall be published at least 
once in the official paper of the 
city within fifteen days after its 
approval by the mayor or after its 
passage by the council over the 
veto of the mayor and shall be 
recorded in a book kept for that 
1mrpose, which record shall be at
tf!sted by the city alerk. 

Section 22. When Ordinanees ancl 
Resolutions Take Effect - Emer
genay ordinances and resolutions, 
and ordinances and resolutions 
making the annual tax levy, deter
mining the annual budget, and 
providing for local improvements 
and assessments, Shall, take effcnt 

immediately upon "their passaga, 
All other ordinanaes enacted by 
the council shall take effect thirty 
days after the date of their publi- · 
cation unless a later date is :fixed 
therein, in which event they shall 
take effect at such later date, Or
dinances and resolutions adopted 
by the electors of the aity shall 
take effeat at the time fixed there
in, or, if no such time is desig
nated therein, then immediate~' 
upon the adoption thereof. 

Section 23. Amendment of Or
clinances ancl Resolutions - No or
dinance or resolution or seation 
thereof shall be amended by ref
cre.nce to its title alone, but such 
amending ordinanaes or resolution:; 
shall contain verbatim tbe ordin
ances or resolution or section 
thereof to be amended. 

Chapter 4 
NOl\UNATIONS 

AND ELEC'l'lONS 

Section 24. Election Districts
The council shall establish and 
from time to time divide, consoli•. 
date, and re-arrange eleation dis
tricts by ordinance, according to 
the laws of this state. 

Section 25. The. Regular Muni
cipal Election - A l'egular munici
pal election shall be held on Ure 
first Tuesday after the first Mon
day in November in every even 
numbered year at such place 01· 
places as the city council may des
ignate. At least fifteen days pre• 
vious notice shall be given by the 
city clerk of the time and place of 
holding such election, and of tho 
offiaers to be elected, by posting 
a notice thereof in at least three 
public places in the city, or by 
publishing a notiao thereof at least 
onae in the official newspaper, or 
hoth, as the council may ordain, 
but the failure to give such notiae 
shall not invalidate such election. 



8 CITY CHARTER-CITY OF MONTEVIDEO 

Section 26. Spec:al Eloot'.ons -
The council may by t-eeolution and 
sha!l upon the petition signed by a 
number of electorir equivalent to at 
least twenty-five per cent of the 
towJ number of votes cast at the 
li:;st preceding regular city election 
order a spedal election, fix the 
1!•".?e of holding the same and p!'.o• 
vide means for holding wch spec
ial election, Thr. procedur~ at such 
e!ection shall conform as ueady 
as possible to that herein provided 
for otller municipal elections. 

I 

Se.ction 21. Judges and Olerlts of 
Elect:on - The council shall at 
least ten days before each munici
pal election appoint a sufficient 
number of qualified voters of ea,ch 
eloc·tion district to be judges of 
011.ction and to serve as Q}erks of 
('}ection therein. 

Section 28. Nominations by Peti
tion - Tlle mode of nomination of 
all electiVe officers provided for 
by this charter shall be by peti
tim1. The name of any elector of 
the city shall be printed upon the 
ballot whenever a petition as here
inafter prescribed shall have been 
filed in his behalf with the city 
clerk, providing said ele~tor has 
not filed his declination to be a 
candidate for said office at least 
twenty-five days before said elec
tion. Such petition shall be signed 
by a number of electors equivalent 
to at least three per cent of the 
total number of votes cast at the 
last regular municipal election. No 
elector shall sign petitions for 
more candidates than the number 
of places to be filled at the elec
tion, and should he do so his sig
nature shall be void as to the pe
tl tion or petitions last ftled, All 
nomination petitions shall be in 
the hands of the city clerk at least 
thirty day$ before the election, 
The clerlt shall prepare the ballots 
.in a manner to be provided by or
dinance. 

Section 29. Nomimtt'.on Petitions 
-The signatures to the nomina
tion petition need not all be ap
pended to one paper, but to each 
separate paper there shall be at
tached an affidavit of the circula
tor thereof stating the }lumber uf 
signers of such paper and that 
each signature appended thereto 
was made in his presence and is 
the genuine signature of the per
son whose name it purports to be. 
With each signature shall be stated 
the place of residence of the $ign
cr, giving the street and numbc1·, 
or other description sufficient to 
identify the same. The form of the 
nomination petition shall be sub
stantially as follows: 

NOMINATION l>ETITION: 

We, the undersigned electors of 
the city of Montevideo, hereby no
minate John Doe, whose residence 
is----------------- for the office of 
--------------- to be voted for at 
the election to be he'.d on the 
----- day oL_________ 19 ____ 

1 
and 

we individually certify that we are 
qualified electors and that we have' 
not signed more nomination peti
tions of candidates for this office 
than there are persons to be elect
ed thereto. 

Name Street aml Number 

--------------- being duly sworn, 
deposes and says, that he is the 
circulator of the foregoing peti• 
tion paper containing _______ sig-
natures, and that the signatures 
appended thereto were made in his 
presence and are the signatures 
of the persons whose names they 
purport to be. 

Signed------------------------

Subscribed and swo1•n to before 
me this _____ day of ___________ _ 

19----· 
This petition, if found 'insuffi

cient by the city clerk, shall be re-
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tumed to Richard Roe, at No. ___ _ 
.Street. 

Section 30, Canvass of Elections 
-The council shall meet and can
vass the election retums within 
three days after any i.•egular or 
special election, and shall make 
full declaration of the results as 
soon as possible, and file a state
ment thereof with the city clerk. 
This statement shall include: (a) 
the total number of good ballots 
cast for each candidate, with an 
indication of those who were elect
ed; (d) a true copy of the ballots 
used; (e) the names of the judges 
and clerks of election; and (fl 
such other information as may 
seem pertinent. The city clerk shall 
forthwith notify all persons elect
ed of the fact of their election. 

Section 31. Procedure at Elen• 
t:ons - The conduct of elections 
shall be regulated by ordinance, 
nubject to the provisions of this 
charter and of the general laws 
of Minnesota. 

Chapter 5 
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM 

AND RECALL 

Section 32 Powers, Reservea By 
the People - The people of Mon
tevideo reserve to themselves the 
powers, in accordance with the 
provisions of this charter, to ini
tiate and adopt ordinances and 
resolutions, to require measures 
passed by the council to be re
ferred to the electorate fot· ap
proval or disapproval, and to re
call elected public officials. These 
powers shall be called the initia
tive, the referendum, and the re
call respectively. 

Section 33. Expenditure;; by Pe
titioners - No member of any 
initiative, referendum, or recall 
committee, no circulator of a sig• 
nature paper, and no signer of any 
such paper, or any other person 

shall accept or offer any rewat•d 
pecuniary or othetwise, for s!lrvic~ 
rendered in connection with the 
circulation thereof, but this shall 
not prevent the committee from in
curring an expense not to exceed 
thirty-five dollars for legal advice, 
stationery, copying, printing and 
notaries' fees. Any violation of the 
provisions of this section shall con
stitute a misdemeanor. 

Section 34'. Further Regulations 
-The' council may after the or
ganization of the city government 
under this charter provide by or
dinance such further regulations 
for the initiative, referendum, and 
recall, not inconsistent with this 
charter, as may be deemed neces
sary. Suell ordinance shall include 
the relevant provisions of this 
charter. 

INITIATIVE 

Section 35, Initi.atiQn of l\Ieas
ure - Any five electors may form 
themselves into a committee for 
the initiation of any measure of 
public concern .• After formulating 
their measure they sha!I nle a ver
ified copy thereof with the city 
clerk together with their names 
and addresses as members of such 
committees, They shall also attach 
a verified copy of the proposed 
measure to each of the signature 
papers herein described, together 
with their names and addresses as 
sponsors therefor. 

Section 36. Form of Petition and 
oJ: Signature Papers - The peti
tion for the adoption of any meas
ure shall consist of the measure 
together with all the signature pa
pers and affidavits thereto attach, 
ed. Such petition shall not be com
pleted unless signed by a number 
of voters equal to at least ten per 
cent Of the total number of votes 
cast at the last preceding regular 
municipal election, All the signa
tureE; need not be on one signature 
paper, but the circulator of ever)' 
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such paper shall make an affida· 
vit that · each signature appended 
to the paper is the genuine signa• 
ture of the, person whose name it 
purports to be. E~ch signature pa
per shall be in substantially the 
following form: 

INITIATIVE :PETITION 

proposing an ordinance (or rcso:u
tion as the case may be) to ------· 
{stating the purpose .of the meas· 
ure), a copy of which ordinance 
(or resolution) is hereto attached. 
This measure is sponsored by the 
following committee of electors: 

Name AddreGs 

1. --------------
2. --------------
3. ---------------
4. ---------------
5. ---~~--------

The undersigned electors, under
standing the terms and the na
ture of the measure hereto attach
ed, petition the council for its 
adoption, or, in lieu thereof, for 
its submission to the electors for 
their approval. 

Name A1ldress 

1. ---------------
2. ---- ----------
3. ---------------

At the end of the list of signa
tt1res shall be appended the affida
vit of the circtulator, mentioned 
above. 

Section 37, Filing of Petition;; 
and Actio11 Thereon - All the sig
nature papers shall be filed in the 
office of the city clerk as one In
strument. Within five days after 
the filing of the p_etition the city 
clerk shall ascertain by examina
tion the number of electors whose 
sig11atures are appended thereto 
and whether this number is at 
least ten per cent of the total num
ber of electors who C!\st their 
votes at the last preceding regular 
municipal election. If he finds the 
petition insufficient or irregular, 

he shall at once notify all tha mem
bers of the committee of sponsors 
of that fact in writing by mail, 
ce1tifying the reasons for his find
ing. The committee sha.l then be 
given thirty days in which to file 
additional signature papers and to 
correct the petition in all other 
particulars, If at the end of that 
period the petition is found to be 
still insufficient or irregular the 
clerk shall file the same in his of
fice and shall notify by mail each 
member of the committee of that 
fact. The final finding of the in~ 
i:ufficiency or irregularity of a pe• 
titian shall not prejudice the filing 
of a new petition for the same 
purpose, nor shall it prevent the 
council from referring the meas
ure to the electors at the next 
regular or any special elc'.!ction, at 
its option. 

Section 38. Action of Co~meil on 
Petition - Whenever the petition 
sha11 be found to be sufficient, the 
city clerk shall so certify to the 
council at its next meeting, stating 
the number of petitioners and the 
percentage of the total number of 
vote1·s which they constitute, and 
the council shall at once read the 
measure and refer it to an appro
priate committee, which may be a 
committee of the who!e. The com• 
mittee or council shall thereupon 
provide for public hearings upon 
the measure, after the holding of 
which the measure shall be final
ly acted upon by the council not 
later than sixty-five days after the 
date upon which such measure 
was submitted to the council by 
the city clerk. If the council shall 
fail to pass the proposed measure, 
or shall pass it in a form different 
from that set forth in the petition 
and unsatisfactory to the petition· 
ers, the proposed measure shall be 
submitted by the council to the 
vote of the electors at the ·rtext reg
ular municipal election. But in case 
the number of signers of said peti
tion is equal to at least twenty-five 

i 
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per cent of the total number of 
voters voting at the last regular 
municipal election, then the coun
cil shall call a special election, up
on the measure to be held not less 
than thirty nor more than forty
five days from such date, unless a 
regular election is to occur within 
three months, in which case it may 
be submitted at such regular muni
cipal election, In case the council 
passes the proposed measure with 
amendments and at least four
fifths of the committee of petition
ers do not express their dissatis
faction with such amended form 
by a certificate filed with the city 
clerk within ten days from the 
passage thereof by the council, 
then the measure need not be sub
mitted to the electors. 

Section 39. Initiative Bullots -
The ballots used when voting upon 
any such proposed measure shall 
state the substance thereof and 
shall give the voter the opportun
ity to vote either "Yes" or "No." 
If a majority of the electo1·s voting 
on any such measure shall vote in 
favor thereof, 'it shall thereupon 
}1ecome an ordinance or resolu
tion of the city as the case may 
!Jr. Any number of proposed meas
ures may be voted upon at the 
same election, but in case there 
shall be more than one, the voter 
~ball be allowed to vote for or 
i::~ainst each separately. In the 
event of the simultaneous adop
tion of two initiated ordinances 
containing inconsistent provistons, 
the one adopted by the larger ma
jority shall prevail. 

Section 40. Initiation of Charter 
Amendments - Nothing in this 
charter contained shall be con
strued as in any way affecting the 
l'ight of the electors under the 
r.onstitution and statutes of Min
nesota to propose amendments to 
u,rn charter. 

REFERENDUM 

Section 41. The Rcforenclmn-If 

prior to the date when an ordin
ance or resolution takes effect a 
pE'iition signed by qualified electors 
of the city equal in number to 
l'wenty-five per cent .of the total 
vof,e at the last regular municipul 
election be filed with the city clerk 
requesting that any such measure, 
or any part thereof, be repealed 
or be submitted to a vote of the 
ckctors, the said measure shall 
thereby be prevented from going 
into operation. The council shan 
thereupon reconsider the sa:id mci.t• 
:,ure at its next regular meeting, 
o.nd either repeal the same, or re• 
1>eal by the petitioners, or by ay!l 
and no votes reaffirm its adhet•
cnce to the measure as passed. In 
the latter case the council shall 
immediately order an election. to 
be held thereon, pending which 
the ordinance or resolution shall 
remain sus})ended. If a majority 
of the voters voting thereon are 
opposed to the measure it shall not 
become effective; but otherwise it 
shall take effect immediately or on 
the date therein specified. k•! 

Section 42. Referendum Petitions 
-The requirements laid down in 
Sections 35, 36, and 37 above as 
to the formation of committees for 
the initiation of measures and ns 
to the form of petitions and signa
ture papers and action thereon 
shall apply .. to the referendum as 
far as possible, but with su9h ver
bal changes as may be necessary, 
A referendum petition shall read 

as follows: 

REFERENDUM J>E'.l'ITION 

proposing the repeal of an ordin
ance (or resolution, as the case 
may be) to (stating the purpose 
of the measure>, a copy of which 
ordinance (or resolution) is hereto 
attached. The proposed repeal 1s 
sponsored bY the following com-
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mittee of electors: 
_ Nanlo 

,. ~- -------------~~ 
3, --------------
4. 

u -------------~-

Addroos 

__ _, ___ ---------____ ,.._ - -·· ____ ,..,.. 
~ ------------- -____________ ,..._ 

_____ .. ..., ______ _ 

Section 43. Referendum Ballot.I 
~The ballots used in any referen
dum election shall conform to the 
t·ules laid down in Section 39 of 
this charter for initiative ballots. 

RECALL 

Section 44. The Recall-Any five 
electors may fotm themselves into 
a committee for the purpose of 
bringing about the recall of any 
elected officer of the city. The 
committee shall certify to the city 
clerk the name of the officer whose 
removal js sought, a statement of 
the grounds for removal in not 
mc,re than two hundred and fifty 
,·•ords and their intention to bring: 
about his recall. A copy of this 
c-,rtificate shall be attached to each 
f"lgnature paper and no signature 
pa1;-er shall be put into circulation 
1neYious to certification. 

Section 45; Rooa!l Petitio11J--Th; 
1rnution for the recall of any of
ficial shall consist of a certificate 
identical with that filed with the 
city clerk as provided in Section 
44, together with all the signature 
papers and affidavit thereto at
tanlled. Such petition shall. not be 
completed unless signed by a num- · 
bt.r of voters equai to at le~st 
twenty-five per cent of the total 
number of votes cast at the last 
preceding regular municipal elec
tion. All the signatures need uot 
be oh ohe signature paper, but the 
circulator of every such paper shall 
m::i.ke an affidavit that eacll signa
t.t11•e appended to the paper is the 
genuine signature of the person 
whose name it purports to be, Each 
signature paper shall be in sub
stantially the following form: 

R:ECALL PETITION 
proposing the recall of ___________ _ 
from his office as ________________ _ 
which recall is sought for the rea
sons set forth ~n the attached cer
tificate. This movement is spon
so~etl by the following committee 
of electors I 

N·ame A<ldrcGs 

·1. --------------· ---------------
2. ----~----------
3 --- -----------
4. -----·------- --u. ____ ...,.,.. ________ _ 

__ ..,..,. _________ ..... 
------------""'"" .. 
----------- ... ➔ • 

'The undersigned electors, under• 
standing the nature of the charge;; 
against the officers herein sought 
to be recalled, desire the holding 
of a recall election for th::i.t pur
pose. 

1. ------------ - ---------------
2. --------------- ➔-------------
3. -------·· - ------------ ··-

At the end of the list of slgn:i
tures shall be appended the nffldn~ 
vit of the circulator, mentioned 
above. 

Section 46. Filing of Pot:t:on
"W1thin thirty days after the filing 
of the original ce1·tificate, the 
committee shall file the completed 
petition in the office of the city 
clerk. The city cleric shall examitw 
,he same within the next five days, 
111,d if he finds it' trrcgular in any 
vrny, or finds that the numbor of 
1Jigners is less than twenty-five per 
i.:ent of the total number of cle<'l• 
ors who cast their votes at the lar;t 
preceding regular municipal cloc• 
tion, ht· shall so notify all of th,J 
members of the committee by ntall, 
The <•ommittee then shall be given 
ten day1, in Which to file addltionnl 
signature papers and to correct the 
petition in all other respects, but 
they may not change the state
ment of the grounds upon which 
the recall is sought. If at the enrl 
of lhat time the city clerk finds 
the petition still insufficient or fr· 
regular he shall notify all the 
members of the committee by ntail 
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io that effect and shall file Ute 
1wtition in his office. No further 
action shall be taken thereon. 

Section 47. UNmll EfocUon -" If 
tho petition or amended petition 
hl' found sufficient, the citY clerk 
}:hall transmit it to the council 
without delay, The council shall 
at its next regular meeting, by mo
tion, 1irovide for the holding of a 
spnciaI rl'caU election not less than 
thirty nor more than forty-five 
days thereafter, provided that if 
any other municipal election is to 
ot'c11r within sixty days after sut'h 
meeting, the council may in its 
discrctio11 provide for the holding 
of the, rl'eall election at that time, 

Section 48. Procedun• at Recall 
Efoclion - In the 1mblishcd call 
for the election, whether posted on 
bu1lctin boards or printed in thc
offinlal paper, tberC' shall be given 
the statement for the grounds !or 
the >'Ccall and also, ln not more 
than five hundred words, the ans• 
wer of the officer concerned ht 
justification of llis course in of• 
flee. Candidates to sueceed the of
ficer to be recalled shall be nomin
ated in the usual way, and the 
election shall be conducted as far 
as possible in accordance with 
the usual 1>rocedure In municipal 
clc•etions. 

Section 49. Ii'orm of Ballot. -Un• 
less the officex· whose removal Is 
sought shall have resigned within 
ten days ufter the receipt by tho 
council of the completed recall pe
tition, the form of the ballot at 
such electio11 sl111.ll be as near us 
may be: "Shnll A be recalled?", 
the name of tho officei• whose re~ 
null is sought being inserted in 
pluco of A, and tlrn electors sl111Il 
be Jiermittod to vote separately 
"Yes'' or "No" on this question. 
The ballot shall also contaitt the 
name of the candidates to be voted 
upon to fill the, vacancy, in case 
the recall ls successful, undor tlle 
CRPtlou: "Candidates to illl the 

place of A, if recalled.'' But the 
officer wllose 1·eca.ll is sought shall 
not himself be a candidate upon 
sul.'h ballot. In case a .majority of 
those voling for and against the 
recall of any official shall vote in 
favor of recalling. such official he 
slmll be thereby removed from of
fice, and in that event the candi
date who receive$ the highest num~ 
her of votes for bis plaQe snail be 
elected thereto for the remainder 
of the unexpired term. If the offic
et• sought to be recalled shall have 
resigned within ten days after the 
reecipt by the council of the com
pleted recall petitio11, the form of 
the ballot at the election shall be 
the same, as nearly .us may be, a,.<; 
tile form in use at a regttlar muni
cipal election. 

Chapter 6 
ADaiI'.N'IS'I'.RATI.ON. OF 

C'fl'Y AFFAiltS 
Section 50. TJu., City Manager

The city manager shall be the 
chief administrative officer of the 
city. He shall be chosen by U1e 
council solely on the basis of his 
training, experience, and adn1irtis• 
trative qualifications. The choice 
shall not be limited to inhabitants 
of tho oily or state, but the person 
chosen shall be a citizen of tho 
United States. The dty manager 
shall be appointed for an indefinite 
period, a:rtd he shall be removable 
by lhe comicll at any time. If re
moved nt 1111y tin1e after one year 
of service he mny demand written 
chat•ges and a pubHc hearing on 
the same before the council prior 
to the date 011 which his final re
moval shall take effect, but pend
ing and during :such hearing the 
coundl inay suspend him from of
fice. Dttt·i!1g the suspension, ab
sence, 01· disability of the city 
manager the duties of his office 
shall lie pet'formcd by some prop
erly qualified person designated by 
tho council. 
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Section 51. Powe1'.i .and nu:t:es of 
the City l\'tanager - Subject to the 
provisions of this charter and any 
regulations consistent therewith 
which may be adopted by the coun• 
cil, and subject to the provisions 
of any civil service plan in opera
tion in the City of Montevideo at 
the time of the adoption of this 
charter, the city manager shall 
control and direct the administra
tion of the city's affairs. His pow
era and duties as city manager 
shall be: 

(a) To see that this charter and 
the laws, ord,inances, and reso!u
tic'.ms of the city are enforced; 

(b) To· appoint and, except as 
herein provided, remove the city 
clerk, all heads of departments, 
and all subordinate .officers and 
employees in the depa1-tments, all 
appointments to be upon merit 
and fitne.ss alone; 

<c) To exercise control over all 
departments and divisions of tho 
city administration created by this 
charter or which may be hereafte1· 
created by the council; 

(d) To attend all meetings of the 
council, with the right to take 
part in the discussion but having 
no vote; but, the council may o.t its 
discretion ex c l u d e him from 
meetings at which his removal is 
considered; 

(e) To recommend to the coun
cil for adoption such measures as 
he may deem necessary for the 
welfare of the people and the ef
ficient admirtistration of the city's 
affairs; 

(f) To keep the council fully ad
vised as to the financial colldition 
and needs of the city, and to pre
pate and to submit to the council 
the anrtual budget; 

(g) To prepare an~ to submit to 
the council fo1• adoption an admill
istrative code incorporating the de
tails of administrative procedure, 
and from time to time suggest 
amendments to the same; 

(h) To perform such other duties 
as may be prescribed by this. char-

ter or required of him by ordin
ance or resolutions adopted by the 
council. 

Section 52. Department.. of Ad
miuisb ation - The council may 
create such departments, divisions, 
and bureaus for the administration 
of the city's affairs as may seem 
necessary, and from time to time 
alter the powers and organization 
of the same, It shall, in conjunc
tion with the city manager, pre
pare a complete administrative 
code for the city and enact the 
s1me in the form of an ordinance, 
which may be amended from time 
to time by ordinance. The piesi
dent of the council may appoint 
members of the council as advfa
ory committees of each major sec
tion of the city's various depart• 
ments. 

Section 53. Subordinate OJt:cer;; 
-There shall be a city clerlt o.nd 
such other officers subordinate to 
the city manager as the council 
mo.y create by ordinance. The city 
c'erk shall be subject to the direc
tion of the city manager, and shall 
have such duties in connection 
with the keeping of the public 
rc:iords, and the custody and dis
btm:ement of the public funds, and 
the general administration of the 
city's affairs as shall be ordained 
by the council. He may be desig
nated to act as secretary of the 
.council, and also as treasurer. Th!.' 
council may by ordinance abo.Jish 
offices and the employments which 
have been created by ordinance, 
and, subject to the provisions of 
this charter, it may combine the 
duties of various offices as it may 
seo it. 

Section 54. Purchases and Con
ka.ets-The city manager shall be 
the chief purchasing agent of the 
city. All purchases on behalf of 
the city shall be made, and all con
ttacts let by the city manager 1,ub
ject to the approval of the council. 
Such approval must be given in 
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advance, whenever the amount of 
such purchase or contract exceeds 
five hundred dollars, All contracts, 
bonds, and instruments of every 
kind to which the city shall be a 
party shall be signed by the mayot· 
on behalf of the city as well as by 
the city manager, and shall be exe
cuted in the name of the city. 

Section 55. Contracts: How Let-
In all cases of work to be done by 
contract, or of the purchase of 
personal property of any kind, 
where the amount involved is 
more than :five hundred dollars, un
less the council shall by an emer
gency ordinance otherwise pro
vide, the city manager shall ad
vertise for bids in such manner as 
may be designated by the council. 
Contracts of this magnitude shall 
be let only by tl{e council upon 
the recommendation of the city 
manager, and shall be let to the 
lowest responsible bidder. Tlrn 
council may, however, reject any 
and all bids. Nothing contained in 
this section shall prevent the coun
cil from contracting by four-fifths 
vote for the doing of work with 
patented processes, or from the 
purchasing of patented appliances 
by the same majority. Further reg
ulations for the making •of bids 
and the Jetting of contracts may 
be made by ordinance, subject to 
the provisions of this chartet•. 

Chapter 7 
TAXATION AND FINANCE 

Section 56. Council to Control 
Finance,., - The council shall have 
full authority over the financial 
affairs of the city, and shall pro
vide for the collection of all reven
ues and other assets, the audit
ing and settlement of accounts, 
and the safe-keeping and disburse
ment of public moneys, and in tho 
exercise of a sound dis~retion 
shall make appropriations for the 
payment of all liabilities and ex
penses. 

Section 57. 1''iscal Y&r-The fis
cal year of tbe city shall end on 
the thirty-first day of December; 

Section 58. System of Taxation
Subject to the state constitution, 
and except as forbidden by it or 
by state legislation, the council 
shall have full power to provide 
by ordinance for a system of local 
taxation and to change the same 
from time to time. Ins,ofar as the 
city procures a revenue from taxes 
upon real and personal pi:operty as 
such, it shall conform as fully as 
possible to the general state law 
as to the assessment of such prop,~ 
erty and the collection of such 
taxes. 

Section 59. Boarcl of Equalization 
-The council shall constitute µ. 
board of equalization and shall 
meet as such in the Ul:lUal place 
for holding counclLmeetings on 
the 4th Monday in June to eqpalize 
the assessments according \o law. 

Section 60. !'reparation of the 
Annual Budget-The city manage1· 
shall prepare the estimates for Urn 
annual budget. The estimates o~ 
expenditures shall be arranged for 
each department or division of the 
city under the following heads: 
(1) ordinary expenses {for opera
tion, mainten'ance and repairs); 
and (2) capital outlays (for new 
construction, new equipment, anct 
all improvements of a lasting char
acter}, Ordlnai·y expenses shall be 
subdivided into: (a) salaries, with 
a list of all salaried offices and 
positions, with the salary allow
ance and the number of pei-sons 
holding each; (b) wages; (c) print
ing, advertising, telephone, tele
graph, express charges, and other 
like items, (d) supplies and re
pairs, wit!; sufficient detail to be 
readily understood. All increases 
and decreases shall be clearly 
shown. :rn parallel columns shall 
be shown the amounts granted 
and the amounts expended under 
similar heads for the past two com-
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pleted fi_scal years and, _af3 far as 
possible, for the current year, In 
addition to . the estimates of ex
penditures, the estimates shall in~ 
elude a statement of the revenues 
which have accrued for the past 
two completed fiscal years, with 
the amounts collected and the un
co!lected balances, together with 
the same information, as far as 
possible, for the current fiscal 
ye2r, and an estimate of the rev
_enues for . the ensuing fiscal year. 
The statement of revenues for each 
year shall specify the following 
items: sums derived from (a) taxa• 
tion, (b} fees, (c) fines, {dl inter• 
ests, (e) miscellaneous, not includ
ed in the foregoing, (f) sales and 
renta!s, Cg) operation of public 
utilities, (h) special assessments, 
and (i) sales of bonds and othe1· 
obligations. Suell estimates shall be 
printed or typewritten, and there 
shall be at least twelve copies, one 
for eacll member of the council, 
one for the city manager, one for 
the city clerk, and three at leasL 
to be posted in public places irt the 
city. The estimates shall be sub
mitted to the council at the regu
lar monthly meeting in September, 
and shall be made public. The city 
manager may submit with the_ es
timates such explanatory statement 
or statements as he may deem 
necessary, and during the first 
three years under this charter be 
shall be authorized to interpret the 
requirements of this section as re
quiring only such comparisons of 
the city's finances with those of 
the previous government of the 
city as may be feasible _ and per
tinent. The council may in Its dis• 
cretion permit eliminatfon. from 
the budget estimates of. expendi• 
tures of bond issue funds, revolv
ing funds, and special assessment 
funds. 

Section 61. Passage of tho Bud
get-The budget shall be the prin
cipal item of business at the firgt 
regular meeting of the council ht 

October, and the council shall hold 
adjourned meetings from time to 
time until all the estimates have 
been considered, The meetings 
Shall b~ so conducted as to give 
interested citizens a reasonable 
amount of time in which to oe 
heard, and opportunity to ask such 
questions as may seem pertinent 
to them. The budget estimates 
shall be read in full. The annual 
budget finally agreed upon shall 
be a -resolution setting forth in de
ta.il the complete financial project 
of the city for the ensuing fiscal 
year, It shall indicate the sums to 
be raised and from what sources, 
and the sums to be spent and for 
what purposes, according to the 
pbn indicated in section 60. Th,1 
total sum appropriated shall be 
less than the total estimated rev
enue by a safe"margin. The coun
cil shall adopt the budget resolu
tion not later than the first regu
lar meeting in October. 

Section 62. Enforcement of the 
Budget - It shall be the duty of 
the city manager to enforce strict
ly the provisions of the budget. He 
shall not approve any order upon 
the city treasurer for any expen
diture unless an appropriation has 
been made in the budget, nor for 
any expenditure covered by th•? 
budget unless there is a sufficient 
unexpended balance left after de• 
ducting the total past expenditures 
and the sum of all outstanding or
ders and encumbrances, except as 
provided in section 72. No officer 
or employee of the city shall place 
any orders or malte any purchases 
except as authorized by the bud
get. 

Section 63. Alterations in the 
Bu:Iget - After the bud'get shall 
have been duly adopted, the coun• 
cil shall not have power to in
crease. the amounts therein fixed, 
whether by the insertion of ·~ew 
items or otherwise, beyond the es
timated revenues, unless the ac-

l 
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tual receipts shall exceed estimates, 
and in that event not beyond such 
actual receipts. The sums fixed in 
the budget shall be and_ become 
appropriated at the beginning of 
the fiscal year for the several pur
poses named therein and no other. 
The council may at any time, by a 
reso:ution passed by a four-fifths 
vote, reduce salaries or the sums 
appropriated for any other pur
pose, or authorize the transfer of 
sums from unexpended balances to 
other purposes. 

Section 64, Le~ and Collect:1,n 
of Taxes - On or before the first 
regular meeting in October each 
year the council shall levy by reso
lution the taxes necessary to meet 
the requirements of the budget for 
the ensuing fiscal year. The aggre
gate of such taxes in one (1) year 
shall not exceed five (5) per cent 
of the assessed valuation, The c;erk 
shall transmit to the county audi
tor annually, not later than the 
tenth day of October, a statement 
of the taxes levied, and such taxeJ 
shall be collected and the payment 
thereof be enforced with and m 
like manner as state and count~• 
ta.xes. No tax shall be invalid by 
reason of any informality in tho 
manner of levying the same, nor 
because the amount levied sha11 
exceed the amount required to be 
raised for the special purpose for 
which the same is levied, but in 
that case the surplus shall go into 
the fund to which such tax be
longs. 

Section 65. Tax Settlemeot with 
County Treasurer-The City Trea
surer sha!l see to it that all mon
eys in the county treasury belong
ing to the city are promptly turned 
over to the city according to law. 

Section 66. Di:.bursements. How 
Made - All disbursements shall be 
made only upon regular vouchers 
issued by the City Manager, duly 
authorized by the council, and 
countersigned by the president of 

the council and the treasurer, 
which shall indicate the fund out 
of which the disbursements .shaJI 
be made. Each order, wl~en signed 
by the city manager, and counter
signed by the president of Urn 
council and the city treasure1' 
shall become a check payable to 
the payee at the bank indicated 
thereon, No such order or check 
shall be issued until there is mon
ey to the credit of the fund out of 
which it is to be paid, sufficient 
to pay the same together with all 
then outstanding encumbrances up
on such fund, .Any order for the 
payment of money violating any 
provisions of this section shall be 
void and any officer of the city 
violating any provision of this sec, 
tion shall be personally responsi
ble for the amount of such pay
ment, if any such payment is made 
contrary to the provisions hereof. 
No contract requiring the payment 
of r.1oney by the city shall be valid· 
unless the particu1ar fund out of 
which the same is to be paid ls 
spocificd in such contract, Na 
claim against the city shall be al
lowed unless accompanied by . a 
verified itemized bill and voucher, 
payroll, or time sheet signed by, 
the responsible officer who has per• 
sonal knowledge of the correct
ncs, . and reasonableness of the 
claim. The council may, in its dis.
cretion, by ordinance provide for 
the payment of salaries of regular 
employees of the city, bonds,, in
terest, rent, and other fixed and 
ascertained expenses of the _ city 
which have been budgeted and the 
procedure prescribed by such or
dinance for making such payments 
need not comply with the other 
provisions of this section. The 
council may, by ordinance mak'i! 
such other regulations for the p~o: 
tcction of the finances of the cit) 
as it may deem necessary, 

Section 67, Funds to be ~ept
There shall be maintained m the 
city treasury the following funds 
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.· 
for the support of which the coun-

· other city funds representing eith-
,;r (a) appor.tionmellts of costs 
against the city at lai:ge, (b) bene• 
fit assessments against city prop
erty, or Cc) appropriations to main
tain the integrity of the fund. 
There shall be paid out of thi9 
fund: (1) all expenses and co:its 
of the improvi.ment projects that 
are financed through the fund; (2J 
the redemption of all special as· 
sessment fund bonds and certi1i
cates of indebtedness, with inter
est, at or before maturity; and any 
inter-fund loans; (3) transfers to 
the general fund of any unencum- · 
bored surplus of the fund, in the 
discretion of the council; and (4.J 
abatements of assessments and re• 
funds of receipts in error. The 
council shall maintain the intcg
dty of this fund by appropriations 
.from tax fpnds if necessary, and 
in addition may create and 111.ain
tain in the fund a cash reserve of 
$15,000.00 for working capital pur
poses, In order to anticipate the 
collection of special assessment□ 
the council may by a majority vote 
is~1e and sell bonds and certifi
cafos of indebtedness, pledging the 
full faith and credit of the city, or 
pledging only special assessments, 
in such amounts and maturities as 
it may determine, provided that 
the aggregate amount of such 
bonds and certificates outstanding 
at any time shall not exceed the 
sum of the following: (1) all as
sessments levied and uncollected; 
(2) assessable cost of work in 
progress, and (3) $15,000.00 cash 
reserve for working capital. The 
total sum of such bonds and certi
ficates so issued by the council 
shall never exceed five per cent of 
the last assessed valuation of the 
city, including moneys and credits; 
but in comp11ting the total sum of 
such bonds and certificates, un
paid bonds and certificates, includ
ing refunding bonds and certifi
cates, issued for such purposes pri-

cil may levy taxe$: 
(al A general fund for the pa,Y

ment of such expenses of the city 
as the council may deem proper. 
Into this fund shall be paid all 
money not provided herein or by 
statute to be, paid into any other 
rund; 
, (b) .A debt service fund, into 

,,., "which shall be paid all receipts 
• .. •from taxes ot' other sources for the 

payment of principal and interest, 
of all obligations issued by the 
city except bonds issued on account 
bf any local' improvement to be 
financed wholly or part:y by spec
ial assessments and bonds issued 
on account of any municipally 
owned utility. Out of this fu,inc¼
shall be paid the principal and in
tei:est of such obligations 'fhen 
due. Any surplus in such fund',not 
'heeded immediately for debt s1frv
ice may be invested under the .;,di

. raction of the council in such ·.se• 
curities as are authorized by stat
ute i'or the investment of such 
funds; and such investments may 
be liquidated at any time, 

(c) A bond fund, into which ~hall 
l:le paid and disbursed the proceeds 
of all bonds· issued by the city ex
cept bonds issued on account of 
any local improvement to be fi· 
nanced wholly or partly by special 
assessments and bonds issued on 
account of any municipally owned 
utility. A separate bond account 
shall be kept for each issue of 
such bonds. 

(d) A special assessment fund, 
which shall be used to finance lo
cal improvements that are to be 
paid for, in whole or in part, from 
special assessments against bene
fited property. There shall be paid 
into this fund: (1) collections of 
special assessments, with intetest, 
levied against benefited property; 
(2) proceeds of bonds Ol' certifi
cates of indebtedness sold by the 
city in anticipation of assessment 
collections; and the proceeds of 
inter-fund loans; (3) amounts f1•om 

or to the adoption of this charter 
shall not be included, In order that 

' 
l 

CITY CHARTER--OITY OF MONTEVIDEO 19 

the fund may be administe1·ed · on 
a self-sustaining basis, all improve
ment projects financed through It 
shall upon completion be certified 
by the city manager as to total 
cost~, which shall thereupon be ap
portioned by the council either as 
assessments against benefited pro
perty or as amounts due from oth
er city funds. Amounts apportioned 
against other city funds shall be 
due not later than the dates of 
adoption of the corresponding as
~e:isment rops, shall be charged 
mter·est as m the case of assess
ments and shall be paid into the 
fund, With any interest due, 11ot 
later than one year after the due 
dates. 

Ce) A public utility fund into 
\~hlch shall be paid all money de
rived from the sale of bonds •s
sued on account of any municipal
J~ owned utility and all money de
:"1ved from the sale of utility serv-
1ces, and from the sale of any 
property acquired for or used in 
connection with any such utility. 
There shall be paid out of this 
fund the cost of the purchase, con
struction, operation, maintenance 
~nd repair of such utility, includ
mg the principal of and interest 
upon ob"igations which have been 
or shall be issued on its account. 
Separate funds shall be kept for 
all utilities which are operated sep
arately, 

In addition to the foregoing 
ftlnds, there may be maintained in 
the city treasury, whenevel' the 
council deems it advisable, the fol
lowing funds: 

(f) A working capital or revolv
ing fund for financing self-sustain
ing activities not accounted for 
through other funds. 

(g) A trust and agency fund, .for 
the care and disbursement of mon
ey received and held · by the city 
as trustee or custod!an or in the 
capacity of an agent for individ
uals or other governmental units. 

(bl Such other funds as may be 
required by statute or ordinance. 

In lieu of establishing any of the 
three foregoing types of funds the 
council may provide for the' re-
cording of operations .or activities 
for which the use of such funds 
might be sultable through the 
maintenance of separate accounts 
in any appropriate· fund already 
established, . 

Section 68. Receipts '.l'o GO" To 
City Treasurer - All receipts of 
money belonging to the city, or 
any branch thereof, e:<cepting only 
those funds collected by the county 
treasurer, shall be paid in to the 
city treasurer by the person auth
orized to receive the same not la• 
ter than three <;lays after· such re• 
ceipt. All such moneys, and also 
all moneys received upon tax judg
ments from the .county treasurer, 
shall be deposited as soon as re
c_c:vcd in a bank or, banks ap
proved by the city council. -Said 
bank or banks shall first furnish 
good and sufficient security ac
ceptab!e to the city council. Any 
per::on i:rt the employ of 'the city 
guilty of a violation of this pro
vision shall be liable to be reduced 
in rank and salary ~r to be dis
missed from his office or position, 
as the council may determ;ne after 
n hearing. 

Section 69. Acnounta and. Reports 
-;-Jhe city manager shall be the 
chief accounting officer of the city 
and of every branch thereof, and 
the council may prescribe and en
force proper accounting methods, 
forms, b)anlts, and other devices 
consistent with the law, this char
ter, and the ordinances in accord 
with it. He shall submit to the 
council a statement each month 
showing the amotmt of money in 
the custody of the city treasurer, 
the status of all funds, the amount 
spent or chargeable against each 
of the annual budget allowances 
and the balances left in e3:ch, and 
su9h other Information as the 
council may require. Once each 
year, on or before the last day of 



20 CITY CHAl'l.TER-cITY OF MONTEVIDEO 

Ja11uary1 the city manager shall 
submit a report to the council cov
ering the entire financial opera• 
tions of the city for the past year,, 
This report shall show the actttal 
totat receipts and actual balance 
at the ebginning of the last fiscal 
year and at the close; the to~al 
outlays for operation and mam
tonance, and the total capital out
lays; the condition of each of the 
fu11ds; the total receipts. by sources 
and the total expenditutes by gen• 
eral purposes; ·the total outstand
ing bonds and debts of the city, 
when due, the amount of new 
bonds issued and the amount re• 
deemed, the interest rate of each; 
the condition of all the annual 
budget allowances; and an inven
tort of all the property owned by 
the city; and such further informa
tion as the council may.-request, 
and as the council and other city 
officials ~nd the taxpayers should 
have. ,.'>!; _ 

Section ··70. Bonded · Debt a:111 
Debt Limit - No bonds sh!l.11 ever 
be issued to pay current expenses 
or to refund certific~~es . of in
debtedness issued to provide for 
temporary deficiencies in the rev~ 
enues to cover current expenses; 
but bonds may be issued by a four
fifths vote of the council for the 
pui-chase of real estate, f~r new 
consti·uction, for new equipment, 
and for all improvements of a last
ing character, including public 
utilities, provided all bond issues 
exceeding thirty thousand dollars 
must first be approved by a ma
jority vote of the legal vot;rs, The 
total bonded debt of the city $_hall 
never exceed ten per cent of the 
last assessed valuation of the tax:
able property therein, including 
moneys and credits; but in com
puting the total bonded debt, cer
tificates of indebtedness or bonds 
issued before or after the adoption 

f this -charter shall not be includ
~d or count11d i~ (~) held, in a 
sinlting fund mamtamed by such 

city: or (2) .iss.ued for the acqui
sition, equipmen.t, purchase, co11-
struction., maintenance, extension, 
enlargement, or inip1·ovcment of 
telegraph, 01· telephone lines, wat
er, lighting, heat and power plants, 
or eithet', or any other public con
venience from which a revenue is 
or may be deri-ved, owned, and 011-

erated by such city, or the acqui
sition of property needed in con
nection therewith, or for the con• 
struction of public drainage ditches 
or the acquisition of lands ~or, or 
for the improvement of street~, 
parks, or other public improve
ments, to the extent that they arc 
payable from the proceeds of a:i
sessmen.ts levied upon property es
pecially benefited by such ditchcil 
or improvements; or (3) issued for 
the creation or maintenance of a 
permanent improv,ement revolving 
fund; or (4) for the purpose of 
anticipating the collection of gen
eral taxes for the year in which 
\$sued. 

Section 71, Emergency Debt Cer
tificates - If in any year the re
ceipts from taxes or other sources 
shall from unforeseen cause be
come Insufficient for the ordinary 
expenses set forth in the budget 
of the city, or if any calamity or 
other public emergency should 
subject the city to the necessity 
of making extraordinary expendi
tures, then the council may auth
orize the sale by the city treasurer 
of emergency debt certificates and 
to bear interest at not to exceed 
six per cent p'er annum. A tax 
sufficient to redeem all such cer
tificates at maturity shall be lev
ied as part of the first budget pre
pared following authorization of 
such certificates and such certifi
cates shall be paid during the year 
for which such budget is prepared, 
p1·ovided that the total amount of 
certificates issued in any one year 
plus aJI other items of the budget 
to be adopted the fol!owing year 
shall not exceed five (5) per cent 

/' 
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of the assessed valuation as stated 
in section 64. The authorization of 
an issue of such emergency debt 
ce1•tificates shall take the form of 
an emergency ordinance approved 
by four-fifths of the members of 
tho council. 

Section 72, Bonds Outside the 
Debt Limit - The council may by 
an affirmative vote of four mem
bers issue bonds for legal pur
poses outside of the debt limit sub
ject to the following limitations as 
to the total amount which may be 
outstanding at any time: (a) for 
the creation and maintenance of a 
permanent revolving fund, not to 
exceed twenty-five thousand dol
lars; (b) for extending, enlarging, 
or improving water and lighting 
and heat and power plants, oi· eith
er, or other revenue producing pub
lic utilities of whatever nature, 
owned and operated by the city, or 
of acquiring property needed in 
connection therewith not to ex
ceed twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Chapter 8 
PUBLIC IMPROV:El\fENTS 

AND SPECIAL ASSESSl\'IENTS 

Section 73. The Clty P~ - The 
city council shall, with the assist
ance of the city manager and of 
an advisory city planning commis
i::ion, prepare and adopt by ordin
ance a complete plan for the fu• 
ture physical development of the 
city, within two years after the 
adoption of thiii charter, 

Section 74, Powor to Make Im~ 
1>rovements aml Levy Ai.sessments 
-The city of Montevideo shall 
have the power to make any and 
every type of public improvement 
not forbidden by the laws of this 
state, and to levy special assess
ments for all such as are of a lo
cal character, The amounts assess
ed to benefited property to pay for 
local improvements may equal the 
cost of the improvement plus ne-

cessary incidental expenses with 
interest until paid, but shall in no 
case exceed the value of the bene
fits received by such property. 

Section 75. Local improvements 
Re,gulations - After this charter 
takes effect local improvements 
shall continue for the time being 
to be made as far as possible ac
cording to the charter prgvisions 
and laws previously applicable 
thereto. As soon as possible, how
ever, the council shall prepare and 
adopt a complete ordinance cover
ing every type of public improve
ment, and when this ordinance 
takes effect it shall supplant other 
provisions of law or charter upon 
the same subject. It may be am
ended from time to time as other 
ordinances. It shall classify public 
improvements into three groups, as 
follows: first, those which shall be 
constructed or provided entirely 
from the general revenues of the 
city; second, those which shall be 
constructed or provided partly 
from general revenues and partly 
from special assessments; and 
third, those which shall be con
structed or provided entirely by 
special assessments. The second 
class may be further subdivided. 
The ordinance shall provide a com
plete working code, covering peti
tions of resident property ownerii, 
the determination of assessments 
and assessment districts, public 
hearings, appeals from assessments 
and the trial thereof, reassess
ments, the spreading of assess
ments over a period of not to ex
ceed ten years, the collection of 
assessments along with other taxes 
or otherwise, penalties for delin
quency in making payments, and 
all other matters appropriate to the 
subject of local improvements and 
assessments. After the passage of 
such ordinance, all resolutions pro
viding for public improvements 
shall conform to the regulations 
laid down in such ordinance. 
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Section 76. Publfo Wo.rlo, How 
Performed - Public works, includ
ing all local improvements, may 
be constructed, extended, repail'ed 
and maintained either by contract, 
or if the estimated cost is less than 
$1000.00 directly by day labor. B~
fore accepting bids the council 
nhall have suitable plans and spec
ifications prepared for the pro
posed material or projects. The 
award of any contract amounting 
to more than $25,000.00 shall re
quire a four-fifths vote of the coun
cil. When the best interests of t_he 
city will be served thereby the city 
council may organize a construe• 
tion department, under competent 
supervision and provide~ witl~ suit
able equipment. The right is re
served to the city council, acting 
through the construction depart• 
ment, to bid on any work to be let 
by contract. All contracts shall be 
let to the lowest responsible bid
der but "the lowest responsib!e 
bidder" shall be interpreted as giv• 
ing the council t~e right to_ acce~t 
any bid which 1t determmes 1s 
most advantageous to the city. The 
council shall reserve the right to 
reject any or all bids. Detail pro
ceedings governing advertising for 
bids and executing contracts shall 
be specified by ordinance. The city 
shall require contractors tQ give 
bonds for protection of the city, 
the employees and materia1men. 

Chapter 9 
EMINENT DOMAIN 

Section 77. Power to Acquh:e 
Property - The city of Montevideo 
is hereby empowered to acquire, 
by purchase, gift, device, or con
demnation, any property, corpor
eal or incorporeal, either within or 
without it!:! corporate boundaries, 
which may be needed by said city 
for any public use or purpose, In 
addition to the power to acquirtl 
property for other public 'Purposes, 
the city may also acquire, as here .. 

in provided, any gas, water, heat, 
power, light, telephone, or other 
plant, or othel' public utility; but 
no proceedings to acquire any 
such public utility shall be con
summated unless the city has tho 
money. in its treasury to pay for 
the same or has by vote of the peo
ple made provision for paying for 
the property proposed to be ac
quired. Easement for slopes, fills, 
sewers, building lines, poles, wires, 
pipes, and conduits for water, g.1:;, 
heat, and power may be acquired 
by gift, device, purchase or co11-
demnation in the manner provided 
by law. 

Section 78. Procee:lings in Tak· 
ing Property - The necessity for 
takino- of any property by the city 
shall be determined by the council 
and shall be declared by a reco!u
tion which shall describe such pro
perty as nearly as ma,y be and 
state the use to which it is to be 
devoted, The acquisition of such 
property may be accomplished by 
proceedings at law, as in taking 
land for public use by right of 
eminent domain according to the 
laws of this state, except as other
wise provided by this char·ter, 

Section 79. Payment of Award
Whenever an award of damages 
shall be confirmed in any pro
ceeding for the taking of property 
under this chapter, or whenevet• 
the court shall render final judg
ment in any appeai from any such 
award and the time for abandon
ing s~ch proceedings by the city 
shall have expired, the city shall 
be bound to and shall within sixty 
days of su~h final determination, 
pay the amount of the award with 
interest thereon at the rate of six 
per cent per annum from the date 
of the confirmation of the award 
or judgment of the court, as the 
case may be; and if not so paid, 
judgment therefore may be had 
against the city. 

J. 
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Section 80. City May Abatidon 
Proceeding:. - The city may, by 
reso!ution of the council at any 
stage of the condemnation pro
ceedings, or at any time within 
thfrty days after any commission
ers appointed by the court here
under shall have filed their report 
with the clerk of court, or in case 
of an appeal to the district or su
preme court at any time within 
thirty days after final determina
tion thereof, abandon such pro
ceedings as to all or any parcel of 
the property sought to be acquired 
und shall pay all costs thereof. 

Section 81. City l\fay Ta!,e Entire 
Plant - In case the city shall con
demn a public utility which is op
erated at the time of the com
mencement of condemnation pro~ 
ceedings as one property or one 
system, it shall not be necessary 
in such condemnation proceedings 
ot any of the pro.ceedings of the 
council, to describe or treat sep
arately the different kinds of all 
of the property, lands, article:;, 
franchises, and rights which en
ter into and go to make up such 
system may, unless otherwise or
dered by the court, be treated to
gethe1· as constituting one prop
erty and an award for the whole 
property in one lump sum may be 
made by the commissioners on 
condemnation or other body as
sessing the damages. But this shall 
not prevent the city, in cases 
where the plan and property is 
i:eparable into distinct parts, from 
taking only such part or parts 
thn•eof as may be necessary in 
the public interests. 

Chapter 10 
FRANCHISES 

Section 82. li'1•ru1chises Defined
The word "franchise" as used in 
this chapter shall be construed to 
mean any special privileges grant
ed to any person, co-partnership, 
or corporation, in, over, upon, or 

under any of the highways or pub
lic places of the city, whether such 
privilege has heretofore b e en 
granted by it or by the State of 
Minnesota, or shall hereafter be 
granted by the city or by the State 
of Minnesota. 

Section 83, Fl'anohise Ordinances 
-The council may grant fran
chises by ordinance adopted by a 
four-fifths vote, but in no case 
shall a franchise be granted by an 
emergency ordinance. Franchise 
rights shall always be subject to 
the superior right of the public to 
the use of streets and public places. 
All corporations, co-partnerships, 
or persons desiring to make an 
especially burdensome use of the 
streets or public places, inconsis
tent with the public's right jn such 
places, or desiring the privilege of 
placing in, . over, upon, or Under 
ony street or public place any per
manent or semi7permanent fix• 
tures for the purpose of construct• 
ing or operating street or other 
railways, or telegraphing, or tra~s
mi tting electricity, or transportmg 
by pneumatic tubes, or for furnish
ing to the city or its inhabitanls 
or any portion thereof, transpor• 
tation facilities, water, light, heat, 
power, or any other pi1blic utility, 
or for any other purpose, shall be 
required to obtain a franchise be
fore proceeding · to make such use 
of the streets or public places or 
before proceeding to place such 
fixtures in such places. 

Section 84, Term of Franch!se 
Limited _ No perpetual franclnse 
shall ever be granted, nor shall 
any franchise be granted for a 
longer period than twenty-five 
years. 

Section 85. Power of Regulation 
Ro:mrvecl _ The city shall have 
the right and power to regulate 
and control the exercise by any 
corporation, co-partnership, or p~r~ 
son, of any franchise however ac
qttired, and whether such fran-
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Section 76. Publie Worlo, How 
Pel'formecl - Public works, includ
ing all local improvements, i:iay 
be constructed, extended, repaired 
and maintained either by contract, 
or if the estimated cost is Jess than 
$1000 .. 00 directly by day labor, B~
fore accepting bids the council 
chall have suitable. plans nnd spec
ifications prepa1•ed for the pro
posed material or projects. The 
award of any contract amounting 
to more than $25,000.00 shall re
quire a four-fifths vote i,f the coun
cil. When the best interests of t_he 
city will be served thereby the city 
council may organize a construc
ti<ln department, under competc~t 
supervision and provided with suit
able equipment. The right is re
served to the city counc:il, acting 
through the construction depart• 

- rncmt to bid on any work to be let 
by c~ntract, All contracts. shall _be 
let to the lowest responsible bid
der but "the lowest responsib!e 
bidder" shall be interpreted as giv
ing the council the right to accept 
any bid which it determines is 
most advantageous to the city. The 
council shall reserve the right to 
reject any or all bids. Detail pro
ceedings governing advertising for 
bids and executing contracts shall 
be specified by ordinance. The city 
shall require contractors to give 
bonds for protection of the city, 
the employees and materia\n1en. 

Chapter 9 
EMINENT D01\IAIN 

Section '17, Power to Acqulre 
Property - The city of Montevideo 
is hereby empowered to ncquiru, 
by purchase, gift, device, or con
demnation, any property, corpor
eal or incorporeal, either within or 
without its corporate boundaries, 
which may be :needed by said city 
for any public use or purpose. In 
addition to the power to acQUirll 

property £or other public Purposes, 
the city may also acquire, as here" 

in provided, any gas, water, heat, 
power, light, telephone, 01' other 
plant, or other public utility; but 
no proceedings to acquire any 
such public utility shall be con
summated unless the city has the 
money in its treasury to pay for 
the same or has by vote of the peo
ple made provision for paying for 
the property proposed to be ac
quired. Easement for slopes, fills, 
sewers, building Jines, poles, wires, 
pipes, and conduits for water, gi~, 
heat, and power may be acquirccl 
by gift, device, purchase or co11-
demnation in the manne1· providccl 
by law. 

Section 78, Procee:lings in Tak
ing Properf;y - The necessity for 
taking of any property by the city 
shall be determined by the council 
and shall be declared by a reco:u
tion which shall describe such pro
perty as nearly as may be and 
state the use to which it is to be 
devoted. The acquisition of such 
property may be accomplished by 
proceedings at law, as in taking 
land for public use by right of 
eminent domain according to the 
Jaws of this state, except as other

. wise provided by this charter, 

Section 79. Payment of Award
Whenever an award of damages 
shall be confirmed in any pro
ceeding for the taking of property 
under this chapter, or whenever 
the court shall render final judg
ment in any appeal from any such 
award and the time for abandon
ing s~ch proceedings by the city 
shall have expired, the city shall 
be bound to and shall within sixty 
days of su~h final determination, 
pay the amount of the award with 
interest thereon at the rate of six 
per cent per annum from the date 
of the confirmation of the award 
or judgment of the court, as the 
case may be; and if not so paid, 
judgment therefore may be had 
against the city. 
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Section 80. Clcy l\Ia.y Abandon 
Proceecling.;; - The city may, by 
reso!ution of the council at any 
stage of the .condemnation pro
ceedings, or at any time within 
thirty days aftel:' any commission
ers appointed by the court here
under shall have filed their report 
with the clerk of court, or in case 
of an appeal to the district or su
preme court at any time within 
thirty days after final determina
tion thereof, abandon such pro
ceedings as to all or any parcel of 
the property sought to be acquired 
and shall pay all costs thereof, 

Section 81. City l\Iay Ta!rn Entire 
Plant - In case the city shall con
demn a public utility which is op
erated at the time of the com
mencement of condemnation pro
ceedings as one property or one 
system, it shall not be necessary 
in such condemnation proceedings 
01 any of the pro.ceedings of the 
council, to describe or treat sep
arately the different kinds of all 
of the property, lands, article:,, 
franchises, and rights whicb en
ter into and go to make up such 
system may, unless otherwise or
dered by the court, be treated to
gether as constituting one prop
erty and an award for the whole 
property in one lump sum may be 
made by the commissioners on 
condemnation or other body as
sessing the damages, But this shall 
not prevent the city, in cases 
where the plan and property is 
i:eparable into distinct parts, from 
taking only such part or parts 
thfreof as may be necessary in 
tl!o public interests. 

Chapter 10 
FRANCHISES 

Section 82. :Franchises Definecl
The word "franchise" as used in 
this chapter shall be construed to 
mean any special privileges grant
ed to any person, ·co-partnership, 
or corporation, in, over, upon, or 

under any of the highwayJJ or pub, 
lic J;llaces of the city, whether such 
privilege has beret.afore b e e 11 

granted by it or by the State of 
Minnesota, or shall hereafter be 
granted by the city or by the State 
of Minnesota, 

Section 83. FraJl()bis:e Orclinances 
-The council may. g1·ant fran• 
chises by ordinance adopted by a 
four-fifths vote, but in no case 
shall a franchise. be granted by an 
emergency ordinance. Franchise 
rights shall always be subject to 
the superior right of the public to 
the use of streets and public places. 
All corporations, co-partnerships, 
or persons desiring to make an 
especially burdensome use of tha 
streets or publi.c places, inconsis
tent with the public's right in such 
places, or desiring the privilege of 
placing in, ovel', upon, or under 
ony street or public plal)e any per
manent or semi-permanent fix• 
tures for the purpose of construct
ing or operating street or other 
railways, or telegraphing, or trans
mitting electricity, or transporting 
by pneumatic tubes, or for furnish
ing to the city or its . inhabitants 
or any portion tlle;eof, transpor
tation facilities, water, light, heat, 
power, or any other public utility, 
or for any other purpose, shall be 
requii'ed to obtain a franchise be
fore proceeding to make .such use 
of the streets or public places or 
before proceeding to place sucl1 
fixtures in such places. 

Section 84, Term of Franch!se 
Li111ite1l _ No perpetual francluse 
shall ever be granted, nor shall 
any franchise be granted for a 
longer period than twenty-five 
years, 

Section 85. powe.r of Regulation 
Ro::iorved _ The city shall have 
the right and power to regulate 
and control the exercise by any 
corporation, co-piutnership, or 11er
son, of any franchise however ac
quired, and whether such fran-
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chise has been heretofore granted 
by it or by the State of MinMsota, 
or $hall hereafter be granted by 
the city or by the State of Min• 
uei:ota. 

Section 86. Regula,tion of Rates 
and Ch1l-rges - All corpQrations, 
co-partnerships; and persons exer
cising franchises in the city shall 
give courteous, efficient, and ade• 
quate service at reasonable rates. 
A reasonable rate shall be c~n
strued to be one which will; with 
efficient management, normally 
yield, above all operat_ing expenses 
and depreciation, a fair return u~
on all money honestly and effi
ciently invested in the plant a~d 
equipment used by the companY_ in 
the public service within the city, 
This shall not be construed as a 
guarantee of a return and in no 
case shall there be any return upon 
frailChise value. Within these li~
its the determination of the max1-
m~m price or rate to be ~harged 
by any company for service ren
dered to the city or to any person 
or persons within the c~ty shall be 
made, if possible, by dmct nego
tiations between th~ com))~ny and 
the council at pUblw hearings, In 
. ase of failure to reach an agree
c ent by this method, the council 
~;i&.ll, not less than thirty days ?e• 
foi•e the expiration of any e:dstmg 
rate schedule or a~reement, ap-

int an expert as 1ts revresenta
ii~e; the company shall appoint a 
representative; and these two shall 
by mutual agreement select a third 
person, preferably an expert ln 
valuation and rate making, who 

hall together constitute a board 
~f arbitration, This board shall re
port its findings as so.on ~s pos
sible and the rate wh1~h ,

1
1t shall 

· e u· pon by a maJor1 y vote 
agre b' shall. be the legal rate, su J.ect to 
revision by any court of ~ompetent 
·urisdiction, Schedules ?r mies thus 
~xed shall be as flexible as may 
bl, and shall in no c~se fix a def
inite rate for a penod of more 

than five years. The city and the 
company may, by mutual agree
ment, revise existing schedules of 
rates at any time, proceeding in 
each case as provided for the ori
ginal rates. 

Section 87. Arbitration of Labor 
Disputes-If any controversy, dia
pute, or disagreement shall arise 
between any public service corpoio~ 
ation, co-partnership, or. person, 
operating in the city, and its em
ployees, which, in the opinion of 
the council interferes or threatens 
to interfere with the oervice to 
which the city or its inhabitants 
are entitled, the council shall have 
power to compel the parties involv
ed in the controversy to submit the 
same to a board of arbitration un
der such procedure as may be pro
vided by · oi•dinance. The findings 
of such arbitral authority shall be 
advisory, unless the parties shall 
agree in advance to make such 
findings mandatory. 

Section 88, Conditions in Every 
Franchise - All conditions speci
fied in this section shall be a part 
of every franchise even thoi1gh 
they may not be expressly con
tained in the franchise: 

(a} That the grantee shall be 
subject to and wm perform on its 
part all the terms of sections 83 
to 89 ,inclusive, as well as a!l othel' 
pertinent provisions of this char
ter. 

(b} That the grantee shall in no 
case claim or pretend to exercise 
any power to fix fares, rates, and 
charges; but that such fares, rates, 
and charges shall at all times be 
just, fair and reasonable for the 
services rendered and shall in all 
cases be fixed and from time to 
time changed in the manner pro
vided in Section 86 of this charter. 

(cl That the council shall have 
the right to require reasonable ex
tensions of any public service sys
tem from time to time, and to 
make such rules and regulations 
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as may be required to secure ade
quate and proper service and to 
provide sufficient ac.commodations 
for the public. 

(d} That the grantee shall not 
issue any capital stock on account 
of the franchise or the value there
of, and that the grantee shall have 
no right to receive upon condem
nation proceedings brought by the 
city to acquire the public utility 
exercising such franchise, any re
turn on account of the franchise 
or its value. 

(e) That no sale or lease of 
said franchise shall be effective un
til the assignee or leasee shall 
have fi:ed in the office of the city 
clerk an instrument, duly executed, 
reciting the facts of such sale or 
lease, accepting the terms of the 
franchise, and agreeing to perfo1·m 
all the conditions required of the 
grantee the1·e1rnder, The ai:sig11ec 
01• lcasee shall also file a bond in 
such amount and with such con
ditions as the council may require, 
which bond shall run to the city 
as ob1igee, with sureties satisfac
tory to the council, and shall obli
gate the assignee or leasee to dis
charge all obligations and liabili
ties imposed by said franchise. 

Cf) That every grant in said 
franchise contained of permission 
for the erection of poles, masts, or 
other fixtu~•cs i11 the streets and 
for the attachment of wires there
to, or for the laying of tracks in, 
or of pipes or conduits under the 
streets or public places, or for the 
placi11g in the streets or other pub
lic places of any permanent or 
semi-permanent fixtures whatso
ever, shall be subject to the con
ditions that the council shall have 
the power to require such altera
tions therein,· or relocation or re
routing thereof, as the council !nay 
at any time deem necessary for 
the safety, health, or convenience 
of the public, and particularly that 
it shall have the power to require 
the removal of poles, masts, and 
other fixtures bearing wires and 

the placing under ground of all 
wires for whatsoever purpose used ... 

(g) Every franchise and every 
extension or renewal of such fran
chise, shall contain a provision for 
its accepta11ce .in writing by the 
grantee within thirty days after 
its passage by the council and be• 
fore its submission to a vote of 
the people in case of a referen• 
dum, No such franchise shall be 
binding upon the city until its ac
ceptance by the grantee. Such ac
ceptance shall be construed to be 
an acceptance of, and consent to, 
all the terms, conditions, and lim
itation contained in the ordinance 
granting the franchise as well as 
of the provisions of this chartel'. 

Ch) Every franchise shall contain 
a provision granting the city the 
right to acquire it at the end of 
every six years, if a majority of 
the voter& of the city vote .in favor 
of said acquisition. . 

Whenever two hundred legal 
vo!:ers of the city petition the coun• 
cil to acquire a frantJhise, the 
council shall within thirty days af
ter the presentation of such peti
tion, submit the same to the voters 
of the city, at an election for that 
purpose, provided that If any ot_her 
municipal electi,.m is to occur with
in ninety days after the present~
tion of said petition, the counml 
may in its · discretion submit said 
matter at such election. The viola
tion by the holder of any fran
chise of any of the express p~o
visions prescribed by this section 
shall be a sufficient cause for the 
forfeiture of the franchise by a 
resolution of the council. 

Section 89. Further Provisions of 
Franchises-The enumeration and 
specifica(i~n of particular matters 
Which must be included in ev7ry 
franchise or renewal or extension 
thereof, shall not be constru~d as 
impairing the right of th.e mty to 
insert fo any such franchise or re
newal or extension thereof such 
other and further conditions and 



26 CITY CHARTEJR~CI'l'Y OF MONTEVIDEO 

re::trietions as the council 1na.y 
deem proper to protect the city's 
interests, nor shall anything con• 
tained in this charter limit any 
right or power possessed by the 
city over existing franchises. 

Chapter 11 
PUBLIC OWNERSHll' AND 

OPERATION OF UTILITIES 

Section 90. Acquisltion and Oper-
ation of Utilities - The city shall 
have the power to acquire pub:ic 
utilities as provided in .chapter 9 
of this charter. The operation of 
a:n public utilities owned by the 
city shall be under the supervision 
of the city :manager. 

Section 91. Rates aml Finances 
-The council shall have tho power 
to fix all 1•.ates and charges fol' 
water, light, heat and all other 
utilities provided by plants owned 
by the city, · but such rates and 
charges shall be just and reason
able. In' like .manner the council 
may prescrib·e th~ time and manner 
in which payments for all such 
i;:ervices shall be made, and the 
manner in which water, heat, elec
tric current and any other utility 
product supplied by plants owried 
or leased by the city shall be c·om
puted or measured, whether by 
meter or flat rate, and make such 
other regulations as may be neces
sary, and may prescribe Penalties 
for violation of .such regulations. 

Sectiqn 92. , Pu;-(lhase in Bulk
The council may, in lieu of pro
viding for the local production of 
gas, electricity, water and, othe1· 
utilities, purchase the same in bulk 
and resell them to local consumers 
at such rates as it may fix, 

Section 93. CUy to Pay for Serv
ices - The council shall make a 
reasonable charge, based on the 
cost of service, for lighting the 
streets and public buildings, or for 
supplying heat, power, or any oth
er utility, and a reasonable hy-

drant rental and othel' charges for 
supplying the city with water, and 
shall credit the same to the pub
licly owned utility supplying the 
service. Such rentals aud other 
charges for light, heat, power, wat
er, and other service, shall be col
lected in the same manner as from 
other consum1m,, unless the coun
cil provides some other plan. 

Section 94. Lease of Plant-The 
council may, if the public interests 
will be served thereby, contract 
with any responsible person, co
partnership, or corporation, for the 
operation of any utility owned by 
the city, upon such rentals and 
conditions as it may deem neces
sary, but such contract shall be em
bodied in and let only by an or
dinance approved by four-fifths of 
the council. In no case shall such 
contract be let for a longer term 
than ten years. The contractoi• 
shall be subject as far as possib'c 
to the rules as to rates and service, 
and as to council control, laid down 
for the holders of franchises in 
chapter 10 of this charter. 

Chapter 12 
MISCELLANEOUS AND 

TRANSITORY PROVISIONS 

Section'95. Off~cial Publications
The council shall regulate by or
dinance the manner in which of
ficial publicity shall be given to 
the holding of elections, to ordin· 
ances, resolutions, initiatives, ref
erendums and recall petitions, to 
1•equests for bids upon contemplat
ed purchases and contracts, and to 
all other matters whatsoever which 
require publications, either by the 
terms of thls charter or by the 
laws of Minnesota. It shall an
nually designate a newspaper of 
general circulations ju the city as 
the official paper in which shall be 
published such measures and mat
ters as are by the laws of this 
State required to be so published, 

... 
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and such other matters as the 
council may deem it wise to have 
published in this manner. The 
council may, however, in its dis
cretion, provide for the publication 
of the annual budget, resolutions, 
initiative, referendum and recall 
petitions, election notices and such 
other· measures and matters as it 
may deem wise by the posting of 
typewlittcn, mimeographed or 
printed copies thereof upon at least 
three official bulletin boards lo• 
cated in the most public places in 
the city, one of which sha'l be the 
bulletin board at the city public 
building, for such period of time 
as the council nay direct in each 
case. If the latter method of :pub
lication is adopted the council may 
provide that it shall be in lieu of 
other methods of publication or in 
addition thereto at its option. 

Section 96. o~th of Ofticc-Ev
cry officer of the city shall, before 
entering upon the duties of his of
fice, take and subscribe an oath of 
office, in substantially the follow
ing form: "I do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) to support the Constitu
tion of the United Stater, and of 
this State, and to discharge faith
fully the duties devolving upon me 
us (mayor, councilman, or city 
clerk, etc.) of this city to the best 
of :my judgment and ability." 

Section 97. City Officers Not to 
Accept Favors or Contriwts - No 
officer or employee of the city shall 
i:olicit or receive any pay, com
mission, money or thing of value., 
or derive any benefit, profit, 01· ad
vantage, directly or indirectly, 
from, or by reason of, any improve
ment, alteration, or repair required 
by authority of the city, or any 
contract to which the city shall be 
11. party, except his lawful compen
sation or salary as such officer or 
omp!oyee, unless such officer or 
employee, or the firm or co1·pora
tio11 in which such officer or em
p1oyee is interested, shall be the 

lowest bidder, or one of the lowest 
in which case the council may by 
unanimous vote accept the same, 
but such contract or bid shall be 
in writing, and shall state, expli
citly the relation and Interest of 
such official or employee in su~h 
firm or corporation, and shall be 
published in full in the official pro• 
ceedings of the council and no 
such officer or employee shall be 
interested, directly or indirectly, 
in any contract job for work or 
materials, or the profits thereof,• or 
services to be furnished or per• 
formed for an:y person, firm or 
corporation opet•ating a public util
ity within the territorial limits of 
the city, No .officer or employee of 
the city, except as otherwise pro• 
Vided · in this charter, or 'by law, 
shall solicit, accept, or receive, di• 
rectly or indirectly from any pub• 
lie municipal utility corporation or 
the owner of any public. municipal 
utility or franchise, any pass, 
frank, free ticket, free service, or 
any other favor, upon term$ more 
favorable than those granted the 
public generally. A violation of any 
of the provisions of this section 
shall disqualify the offender from 
continuing in office or in the em
ployment of the city, and he shall 
be removed therefrom, Any con
tract With the city in which any 
officer or employee of the city is, 
or becomes, directly or in.directly 
interested, except as above pro• 
vided, personally, or as member of 
a firm, or as an officer or · director 
of a corporation, ahall be void; and 
any money which shaU have been 
paid 011 such contract by the city 
may be recovered from any. or all 
the persons intei·ested thereirt by 
joint or several action. 

Section 98. Official Bomls _: The 
city manager, the city eler~, and 
such other officers of the city as 
may be provided for by ordii;iance, 
shall each before entering · upon 
the duties of their respective of, 
fices, give bond to the city in such 
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sur..1 as may be fixed by the coun
cil as an additional security for 
the faithful performance of their 
respective official duties and the 
safe-keeping of the public funds, 
Such bonds shall be approved b~. 
the city council and shall be en, 
clorsed by at least three members. 

' of the council as having been so 
approved. They shall be filed with 
the ~ecretary of the: council. The 
provisions of -the laws of -the state 
rel"ating to official bonds, not in
consistent with this charter, shall 
be: complied with. The first city 
manager under- this charfer shall 
gii,le bond in the sum of five thou
sand dollars, but the council may 
increase this sum at any time. 

Section 99. Sales of Real Prop-J 
erty - No real property of the 
city shall be disposed, ·of except by 
ordinance or resolution. The pro, 
ceeds elf any ,such sale snail be 
used as far as possible to retire 
outstanding indebtedness incurred 
bJ the city in the purchase, _ con
struction or improvement of this 
m• other property for the same 
public purpose; but if there be no 
such outstanding indebtedness, 
then the council may by a resolu.; 
tion adopted by a four-fifths vote . 
designate some other public use,, 
for such proceeds. 

Section 100. Vacation of Streets 
No s~reet or alley within the city 
shall be discontinued except by or
dinance approved by a four-fifths 
vote of the council. A 1·ecord of 
such vacation shall be made in the 
office of the Register of Deeds of 
the county. 

Section 101. Recovering of judg
ment for Di.una,ges - If any judg
ment shall be recovered in any ac
tion against the city for any in
jury or damage c~used by an ob
struction, excavahon, .• OP\!pjng, or 
defect in any street or public 
ground caused or occasioned by 
the act or omission or any person 
or corporation, the city sha.ll have 

the right to recover the amount of 
any such judgment from the per
son or corporation, so responsible 
for such obstruction, excavation, 
opening or defect; and such per
son or corporation is hereby de
clared to be liable to the city in 
the amount of such damages. 

Section 102; City to S:icceed to 
Rights and Obligations of former 
City - The city shall succeed to 
all the property, rights, and privil
eges, and shall be subject to all 
the legal obligations of the city 
untler the former charter, 

Section 103. Statutes Not Aff:>Ct
ed by Charter - All general laws 
and statutes of the state applicable 
to all cities operating under home 
rule charters, or applicable to the 
cities of the same class as the city 
of Montevideo .operating under 
home 1•ule charters, and not in
consistent with the provisions of 
this charter, shall apply to the city 
of Montevideo, and shall be con
otrued as supplementary to the 
provisions of this charter. 

Section 104, Existing Ordinances 
Continued - All ordinances and 
regulations of the city in force 
when this charter takes effect, and 
not inconsistent with the provi
sions thereof, are hereby continued 
in full force and effect until amend
ed or repealed. 

Section 105. Pending Condemn-
11ations aml Asses:;imcnts - Any 
condemnation or assessment pro
ceedings in progress when this 
charter takes effect shall be con
tinued and completed under the 
laws under which such proceedings 
were begun. All assessments made 
by the city prior to the time when 
this charter takes effect shall be 
collected and the lien enforced in 
the same manner as if this char
ter had not been adopted. 
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Section 106. Ordinances to Malm 
Charter Effective - The council is 
hereby empowered to, and it shall 
by ordinance, make such regula
tions as may be necessary to car
ry out and_ make effective the pro
visions of this charter. 

Section 107. When Charter to 
take Effect - This charter shall 
take effect January 1st, 1948. The 
city council shall have the power 
and it shall be its duty to appoint 
the first city manager under this 
charter as soon as possible there
after. Upon the appointment of the 
first city manager the provisions 
of this charter shall go fully into 
effect, and all offices and depart
ments of the city shall thereafter 
be governed by its provisions. 
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CHARTERS - AMENDMENTS 

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION OF HOME RULE CHARTER. 
- .AMENDMENT(~) -

State of Minnesota) ss 
County of Chippewa) 

I, Harold Larson, Mayor of the City of Montevideo, and as 
such the chief' magistrate of such city do hereby certify that the Charter 
hereto attached and made a part of this certificate is a true and correct copy 
of the Charter returned and filed with the City by the duly appointed and qual
ified board of freeholders of such Cityo 

I further certify that such Charter was duly submitted to 
the voters of the City of Montevideo at a Special Election held in said Oity 
on June 17th, 1947, and was duly adopted by a vote ot 477 for the Charter and 
137 against the Charter. The total vote cast in said City at said election_ 
being 6U,. 

· Witness my hand and the corporate seal of the City of 
Montevideo 30th day of September, 1947. 

ATTEST: 

City Clerk 

~~ 
Mayor 

~•tA.:fE Of M 1NNES0TA 
" t.it,iPAfaMENT OF STATB 

. FILED 
OCT 6 1947 

~tk'd'~ 
Slit:m;ta,ry of State. 



OFFICERS 
HAROLD A. LARSON, Mayor 
A. E. SWENSON, Clerk 
B. J. OYEN, Municipal Judge 
GENORA H. BROWN, Treasurer 
J.C. HAAVE, Attorney 
CHAS. WALDEGK, Fke Chief 
M. E. CHAMBERLIN, Engineer 
L. SI{UNDBERG, Chief of Police 
DR. H. A. ROUST, Health Officer 
DR. V. K, JENSEN, Dafry Inspector 

Council Meetings First and Third Mondays 

CITY OF MONTEVIDEO 
,l',iINNESOTA 

September 22nd, 1947 

Staae of Minnesota 
County of Chippewa 
City of Minnesota 

CITY COUNCIL ,, .. 
W. F.SCHWAGERL, Pres.~ 
C.S. POWELL 
JOHN M. ANDERSON 
OLE ROLIGBED 
CHAS. AUNS];)ACH 

I, A~E.Swenson, oity clerk,in and for the City of Montevideo, 
Minnesota., do hereby certify that on the 17th day of .Tune, 1947, 
the enclosed charter was adopted by the voters of the City of 
Montevideo, Minnesota by the .following vote. 

ln favor of adoption of charter 

Against adoption of charter 

477 

1.37 

Oity Clerk 


