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MAYOR'S CElRTIF.COATEl OF RATIFICATION 
OF CHA. RTER AMEliJDMEJNT 

I., the .undersigned., the duly qualified and acting Mayor of 

the City o:f Blue Earth, Faribault County, Minnesota., do hereby certif'y as 

.follows: 

1., That the said City of Blue Earth is a municipal corpora

tion duly organized pursuant to a home rule charter adopted in the year 

2- That I, Carl J. Adams, am the duly elected Mayor of the 

said City 0£ Blue Earth and the chief magistrate of said city. 

3. That on the 27th day of March., 1947., the Charter Commission 

appointed to draft a charter for said ,Qity of Blue Earth pursuant to Section 

Thirty-six o:r Article Four (4) of the Constitution of the state of Minnesota 

and the Statutes of the State of Minnesota in relation thereto., did submit 

the .following draft of an amendment to the said City Charter of the said 

City: 

PROPOSED .AMEND:MB}JIJT TO SlWITON SEVENTEEN (17) OF 
CHAPTER THIRTEEN ( 13) OF lHE CI TY OHARIBR OF THE 

CITY OF BLUE EAR1H 

That Section Seventeen (17) of Chapter Thirteen (13) of the 
City Charter of the City of Blue Earth be amended to read as follows: 

FRANCHISES 

ORDINANCES GRANTING FRANCHISES 

Section 17A. Every ordinance by which the Council shall propose to grant any 
franchise must be passed by a five-sevenths (5/7} vote of the City Council 
and no ordinance for the granting of any framhise shall be put upon its 
final passage within thirty ( 30) days after its introduction, and every fran
chise shall contain all the terms and conditions of the franchise to be granted. 

R'liJGULA.T.L ON OF RATES 

Section 17B.. The City shall have the power to regulate and control the 
maximum rate to be charged by any corporation or person exercising any 
franchise in the City for the service rendered by it to the City, or to the 
public, but such price s:iaJ.l be fair and reasonable to su,ch corporation or 



persons and to the public o The manner in which such rate shall be regulated 
shall be fixed by the Council by ordinance and the Council is hereby authorized 
to provide by ordinance .for the appointment of commissioners to fully investi
gate and determine all questions with reference to rates to be charged by any 
such corporati. on or persono 

LIFE OF FRANCHISE 

Section 170., The maximum length of ti.me for which a franchise or pti v.ilege 
to use the streets, alleys or other public places of.the City mccy- be granted 
to any person, firm or corporation shall be twenty-five (25) years. 

FORFIDITURE FOR NOM-C(]JtPLIANCE 

Section 17D. Every ordinance granting any f'ranchise or privilege shall 
provide f'or the termination arrl fbri'eiture thereof .for any breach or :failure 
to compl.y 1IVi th any of the terms, limitations or condi-!;ions thereof, and in 
all cases the Council shall have the power to declare the termination and 
forfeiture of any &uch franchise or privilege., the same as though in each 
instance such pOll'rer was expressly reserved., 

MATTERS IN !HARTER NOT TO rr.tPAIR RIGIT OF COUNCIL TO INSERT OTHER 
MATTERS IN FRAiiCHISE 

Section 17E. The enumeration and specification of particular matters in this 
Charter whic:h must be included in every franchise or grant, shall not be con
strued as impairing the r.i.ght of the Council to insert in such franchise or 
grant, such other and further matters., conditions, covenants, terms, restric
tions, limitations, burdens, tax•as, assessments, fares, rentals, charges, 
control, forfeitures, or any other provision -whatever, as the Council shall 
deem proper to ;protect ihe interests of ihe people o 

MODE OF PROTESTING AGAINST OBDINANCE 

Section l 7F. No ordinance passed by the Council granting a .franchise shall go 
into effect before twenty ( ro) days from the ti.me· of its final passage. If 
during said twenty days a petition signed by the qualified electors of the 
ci. ty equal in number to at least twenty per centum of' the entire vote cast 
for al1 candidates for mayor at the last preceding general municipal election 
at w.hich a mayor was elected., protesting against the passage of such ordinance.,· 
be presented to the Council, the same shall thereupon be &uspended from going 
into ope:ration, and it shall be the duty of the Council to submit the ordinance 
to a vote of the electors of the City, either at the raxt general municipal 
election or at a special election called for that purpose, and such ordinance 
shall not becoma operative unless a majority of the qualified electors voting 
on the same shall vote in favor thereof. The petition signed by such electors 
shall be filed with the City Clerk and such petition shall contain a general 
statement of the grounds on which the petitioners protest said ordinance. 
The signature to the petition need not at all be appended to ona paper but 
each signer shall state his place of residence and street number. One of the 
signers of each such paper shall make oath that the statements therein made are 
true as he believes, and that each signature to the paper appended is the 
genuine signature of the person whose signature it purports to be. Within 
ten (10) days from the date of filing such petition, the City Clerk shall 
ascertain .from the voters I register whether or not said petition is signed by 
the requisi ta number Qf qualified electors, and, if necessa:cy-, the Council 
shall allow him extra help for that purpose; and shall attach to said petition 
h:i.s cel:'tif'icate., showing the :result, of said examinationo Ii', by the City 
Clerk's certi.ficate, the petition is shown to be insufficient, it may be 
amended 'Within ten (10) days from -t;he date thereof'o The City Clerk shall, 
within ten (10) days af,tar·.such amendment; make like examinations of the 
amended petition, and if his certificate shall show the same to be in-



sufficient it shall be returned to the person filing the same; w:i. thout 
prejudice however, to the filing of a new petition to the same effect; if 
the petition. is deemed suff.icient, the City Clerk shall submit the same to 
the Council w.i.thout delay., and thereupon the Council shall order the same 
filed. I£ a general City election is to be held 'Within three (3) months 
after the filing of said petition., then the franchise shall be submitted to 
the voters at mch general election., but if a greater time than three months 
should elapse between filing o.f said petition and a general municipal ale ction, 
then the council must order a special election to be held within thirty (30) 
days after the filing of said. petition. At least ten (10) days before the 
election is held such franchise ordinance must be published in the legal. paper 
of said City at least once. 

BALLOT FORM 

Section 17G. The ball.ots used in voting upon such proposed ordinance shal.1 
contain the ·words JJFor the ordinance" (stating the nature of the proposed 
orcii.nance) and 11Against the ordinancett (stating the nature of the proposed 
ordinanc e) • 

4. That thereafter the said proposed amendment to Section 

Seventeen (17) o;f Chapter Thirteen (13) of the City Charter of the 1City of 

Blue Earth was duly published for four consecutive weeks in the Blue Earth 

Post, Blue Earth, Minnesota, a legal newspaper of general circulation in said 

City. 

5o That thereafter the said proposed amendi~ent set £orth in 

Paragraph 3,above was duly rati.fied and accepted by more than three-fifths 

· of the qualified voters of the said City of Blue Earth voting at a special 

election held pursuant to law on the 19th day of May., 1947. 

IN WITNSSS 11VHID:EE0F, I have hereun.to set my hand and the official 

seal of said City . this J4_ day of May, 1947 .. 

/t>Oo>'? ~-,~If~ ttt t,1tNNESOT! 
LE.P,·~~~ f/,WI\ 1 np STA'll'ia 

:FILED 
MAY 2 91941 

~£~/~ 
t'Jooret<l.,r!J of tiWl"!iO. 

ty of Blue Earth, 
ty, Minne rota 


