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Department of PUbl.ic Service, Energy Divisicn 

:rn the Jllrt.ter of the Proposed Rule 
of the state Depll"tment of PUbl.ic 
Service, Energy Divisicn, GaYe:m:iDJ 
Fluarescent Limp Ballasts 

S'l7aEfENrOF 
NEED AND 
~ 
NcJvelileJ:', 1988 

'Ihe canmissioner of the Minnesota Department of Public Service proposes to 
adopt :rules witha.tt a p.lblic hearirg. 'Ihe Chmni ssi.oner has detennined that the 
proposed amen:ment of these :rules will be non-controversial in nature am has 
elected to follow the procedures set forth in Minnesota statutes sections 14.22 
to 14. 28. 'Ihe above-captioned proposed :rules govem.irg the energy efficiency 
of ballasts for fluorescent lanp;. 

Authority 
'Ihe camnissioner is authorized by Minnesota Statutes section 116J.19, 
subdivision 7, to establish minimum energy efficiency starx:1ards for fluorescent 
lanp ballasts. 

SUnmary 
'Ihe proposed :rule ameooment is a ccarprehensive program to insure that 
fluorescent lanp ballasts enterirg the Minnesota market will meet the national 
minimum efficiency stan:3ards signed into law unjer the National AR:>liance 
Energy Conservation amerrlments of 1988, 42 use 6201. 'Ihe Minnesota :rules, 
Minn. Clap. 7605, prcmbits the sale of fluorescent lanp ballasts not meeting 
these :rules after January 1, 1991. 

SDlall :aisiness 
'Ihe Department has evaluated the effect of the proposed :rules on small 
b.Jsines.ses am has considered each of the methods prescribed by Minnesota 
Statutes section 14.155, subd. 2, for reducirg the impact of the :rules on small 
b.Jsinesses. 'Ihe adoption of these amerrlments will not affect small businesses 
in Minnesota sirx::e the rules are the same as those marmted by the federal 
govemment. Minnesota statutes section 14. 115, subd. 2{e) requires the 
Department to consider exemptirg small businesses fran any or all requirements 
of the :rules. At this t:ilne there are no manufacturers of ballasts in 
Minnesota. 

'lb assure that fluorescent lanp ballasts are energy efficient, it is 
essential that all manufacturers of such products be subject to the 
requirements of these :rules. 'lb exempt sane businesses fran these requirements 
waild allow fluorescent lanp ballasts which were not energy efficient to be 
sold am installed in Minnesota. 'lhus, the Department oorcludes that small 
businesses camx,t: be exenpted fran the requirements iltp)Sed by these :rules. 
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PUblicM:rrles 
'Ihe implementation of these amemments will mt require the expen:liture of 
?,]blic lla'lies in excess of $100, 000 by local bodies in either of the two years 
followi.n] their adc:¢.ion am meets the test of the exceptions to fiscal notes 
as provided by Minnesota statutes 3. 983 subpart 2. 'Ihe prcposed amen:hnents 
~d mt have any inpact an agricultural lam. 
If a ?,lbl.i,c hearin;;J is required, Bruce Nelson, Senior En;Jineer am Narv 
5almhl, Manager of Conservation - Energy Division, Department of Public 
Se.Nice, will ar.pear on behalf of the prqposed rules at the hearin;;J. 'Ibey will 
testify regardin:J the need for am reasonableness of the prqx:,sed rules. 

'Ihe Department of Public Se.Nice, Energy Division p%cposes to adopt the rules 
govemin;;J fluorescent lanp ballasts. It is inportant that only efficient 
fluorescent lanp ballasts are sold in Minnesota. '1hese rules are reasonable 
because at the same time the Minnesota rules take effect, the federal ''National 
AWliarx::e Energy Conservation Amemments of 1988" will take effect. 'Ihe 
Minnesota rules are oorxx:,rdant with the federal regulations. '!his is necessacy 
because the federal law is preenptive in nature, bein;;J one that supersedes 
those in effect at the state level. 

Minnesota law requires that all fluorescent lanp ballasts oatply with the 
stan:3ards set forth in these rules. Minn. Rules Olap. 7605.0110, subpart 2, 
exenpts fluorescent lanp ballasts designed for dinunin; or for use in ambient 
t~tures of o degrees Fahrenheit or less. '1hese rules, like their federal 
camtei:part, have exenpted these ballasts because of the technical limitations 
that currently exist in the ballast in:rustr.y. 
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