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A lobbyist shall not appear before a Senate committee pursuant 
to his employment unless he is in compliance with the law requir­
ing lobbyist registration, Minnesota Statutes, Sections l0A.03 to 
lOA.06. A lobbyist when appearing before a committee shall 
disclose to the committee those in whose interest he speaks 
and the purpose of his appearance. A lobbyist shall not knowingly 
furnish false or misleading information or make a false or mislead­
ing statement that is relevant and material to any matter before 
the Senate or any of its committees when he knows or should know 
it will influence the judgment or action of the Senate or any of 
its committees thereon. A lobbyist shall not exert undue influence 
or expend improper sums of money in connection with any legisla­
tion. 

The committee shall investigate any complaint by a member 
of the Senate in writing under oath received during a legislative 
session regarding improper conduct by any member or employee of 
the Senate or any lobbyist. The committee shall have the powers 
of a standing committee to issue subpoenas pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 3.153. In order to determine whether there is 
probable cause to believe that improper conduct has occurred, the 
committee may, by a vote of three of its members, conduct a 
preliminary inquiry in executive session to which the requirements 
of Rule 58 do not apply. Upon a finding of probable cause, further 
proceedings on the complaint shall be open to the public. If, after 
investi(!ation, the committee finds the complaint substantiated by 
the evidence, it shall recommend to the Senate appropriate dis­
ciplinary action. 

Mr. Coleman moved the foregoing committee report be laid on 
the table. The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Coleman from the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
offered the following report on the proposed Joint Rules of the 
Senate and House of Representatives for the 69th Legislature. 

JOINT RULES OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE 
JOINT CONVENTIONS-HOW GOVERNED 

Rule I. The Speaker of the House shall preside at all Conven­
tions of the two branches of the Legislature, and shall call the 
members to order. The Chief Clerk of the House shall be the 
Secretary, and the Sergeant at Arms of the House shall be the 
Sergeant at Arms at the Convention. 

DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT 

Rule 2. The President of the Convention shall preserve order 
and decorum, may speak on all points of order in preference to 
other members; shall decide questions of order, subject to an ap­
peal to the Convention by any member. He shall rise to put a 
question, but may state it sitting. 

QUESTIONS-BOW STATED 

Rule 3. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to-wit: 
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"As many as are of the opinion that (as the question may be), 
say 'Aye,'" and after an affirmative vote is expressed, "As many 
as are of the contrary opinion, say 'No.' " If the President doubts, 
or a division be called, the Convention shall decide-those in the 
affirmative of the question shall first rise and afterwards those 
in the negative, 

PRESIDENT'S RIGHT TO VOTE 

Rule 4, The President shall have the right of voting in all 
cases except on an appeal from the decisions, and on all ques­
tions he shall vote last. 

ORDER OF DEBATE 

Rule 5. When any member is about to speak or deliver any 
matter to the Convention, he shall rise and respectfully address 
himself to "Mr. President,'' and confine himself to the question 
under debate and avoid personalities. 

Rule 6. Whenever any member is called to order, he shall be 
seated until the point of order is determined; and if called to 
order for words spoken in debate the exceptional words shall be 
reduced in writing immediately. 

Rule 7. When two or more members rise at the same time, the 
President shall name the member who is in order. 

Rule 8. No member shall speak more than twice on the same 
question, without permission of the Convention. 

CALL OF THE CONVENTION 

Rule 9. Any five members may move a call of the Convention, 
and require absent members to be sent for, but a call cannot be 
made after voting is commenced; and a call being ordered and 
the absentees noted, the door shall be closed and no member per­
mitted to leave the hall until the report of the Sergeant at Anns 
be received and acted upon, or further proceedings under the call 
are suspended by a vote of the majority of all the members of 
the Convention. 

EITHER HOUSE MAY AMEND, ETC, 

Rule 10. It shall be in the power of either house to amend any 
amendment made by the other to any bill or resolution. 

BILLS-HOW ENROLLED AND SIGNED 

Rule 11. After a bill, memorial, or resolution shall have passed 
both houses, it shall be duly and carefully enrolled by the enroll­
ing clerk of the house in which it originated. The enrolling clerk 
of that house shall then obtain the signatures and certificates of 
the proper officers to the enrolled copies, present the same to the 
Governor for his approval, and report the date of such presenta­
tion to the respective houses. 
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ELECTIONS BY JOINT CONVENTIONS 

Rule 12. Whenever there shall be an election of any officer in 
Joint Convention, the result shall be certified by the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House, and by them an­
nounced to their respective houses, and shall be entered on the 
Journal of each and communicated to the Governor by the Sec­
retary of the Convention. 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 

Rule 13. In all cases of disagreement between the Senate and 
House on amendments, adopted by either house to a bill, memo­
rial, or resolution passed by the other house, a Conference Com­
mittee, consisting of not less than three members, nor more than 
five members from each house, may be requested by either house, 
and the other house shall appoint a similar committee. The man­
ner of procedure shall be as follows: The Senate, for instance, 
passes a bill and it is duly transmitted to the House, which body 
adopts an amendment to the bill and passes the bill as amended, 
returning the same with the record of the actions of the House, 
to the Senate; the Senate refuses to concur in the House amend­
ment, asks for a Conference Committee, appoints such a commit­
tee on the part of the Senate, and with a record of the action of 
the Senate, returns the bill to the House; if the House adheres to 
its amendment, a like committee is appointed on the part of the 
House. The joint committee shall, at a convenient hour agreed 
upon, meet and state to each other, Yei'!,f¼lly orally or in writing, 
the reason of their respective houses for or against the disagree­
ment, and confer thereon, and shall report to both houses such 
agreement as they may arrive at, if any-and if not, the fact of a 
disagreement. Within seven calendar days after the appointment 
of such committee and every seven calendar days thereafter until 
such time as such committee is discharged, the committee shall 
report its progress to both houses. The house last having posses­
sion of the bill before the conference commences shall first act 
upon such report, if an agreement is reported, and duly transmit 
the same with the record of its action thereon to the other house 
together with the bill. All Conference Committees shall be open 
to the public. Meetings of Conference Committees shall be an­
nounced as far in advance as practicable. Except on the last 
Saturday during which a bill may be passed in any year, a copy 
of a report of a Conference Committee shall be placed on the 
desk of each member of a house in written form twelve hours 
in advance of action on the report by that house unless the re­
nort has been reprinted in the Journal of either house for a pre­
ceding day and is available to the members. 

EITHER HOUSE MAY RECEDE, ETC. 

Rule 14. It shall be in order for either house to recede from 
any subject or matter of difference existing between the two 
houses at any time previous to a conference, whether the papers 
upon which the difference has arisen are before it or not, and a 
ma.i ority shall govern, except in cases otherwise provided in the 
Constitution; and the question having been put and lost, shall 
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not be again put upon the same day, and a reconsideration there­
of shall in all respects be regulated by the rules of the respective 
houses. 

APPROPRIATIONS OF MONEY-HOW MADI! 
Rule 15. The same bill shall not appropriate public money or 

property to more than one local or private purpose. 

No cause appropriating money for a local or private purpose 
shall be contained in a bill appropriating money for the State 
government or public institutions, and all resolutions authorizing 
the issuing of certificates by the Secretary of the Senate or the 
Chief Clerk of the House for the payment of money shall be upon 
the call of "yeas" and "nays." 

At least twenty calendar days prior to the adjournment of the 
Legislature, the Committee on Finance of the Senate and the Com­
mittee on Appropriations of the House shall report to their re­
spective houses , unless directed by concurrent resolution to report 
different appropriation bills, eight separate appropriation bills 
as follows: 

1. A bill appropriating money for the general administrative 
and judicial expenses of the State government for the succeeding 
two fiscal years including salaries, office expenses and supplies 
and other necessary expenses connected therewith. 

2. A bill covering all appropriations relating to public welfare, 
health and corrections for the support and maintenance of all 
State penal and charitable institutions, and other institutions of 
the State except educational for the two succeeding fiscal years. 

3. A bill appropriating money for the support and maintenance 
of all State educational institutions for the two succeeding fiscal 
years. 

4. A bill covering all appropriations providing for the payment 
of claims against the State of Minnesota which may have been 
allowed by the Finance Committee of the Senate or the Appropri­
ations Committee of the House. 

5. A bill covering all appropriations made for te aia m tile 
maietenense af tile state 81' ~ faHs aREl ethe,, semi-state ac­
tivities. 

6. A bill covering all appropriations for construction and major 
rehabilitation of public buildings to be financed by issuance of 
bonds. 

7. A bill covering all appropriations for maintenance, repair, 
and minor rehabilitation and construction of public buildings. 

8. A bill covering appropriations for the highway department. 

No other appropriations shall be contained in any of said bills 
but all other appropriations shall be contained in separate bills. 

RULES OF 1O1NT CONVENTION 
Rule 16. The Rules of the House shall be the Rules of the Joint 

Convention of both houses in all cases where the foregoing rules 
are not applicable. 
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FORM OF BILLS 

Rule 17. The title of each bill shall clearly state its subject 
and briefly state its purpose. and When a bill is ameRElatary el 
amends or repeals an existing act, it the title shall :refer to the chap­
ter, section or subdivision, aB4 the sua:feet thePeof ol!all m, elearly 
stated. ~ title ~ ea£ft hill ssall imefly state its paft)OSe. 

Reference shall be made to Minnesota Statutes for the pro­
visions appearing therein, unless reference to previous session 
laws is required for some special reason. 

Bills shall refer to Minnesota Statutes as follows: 
"Minnesota Statute~---~ Sectio,~----" 
Bills shall refer to the session laws as follows: 
"Law~--~ Chapte•--~ Sectio,,~---" 

A bill for the amendment of a statute shall contain the full 
text of the chapter, section, or subdivision to be amended as it 
appears in the latest edition of Minnesota Statutes, unless it has 
been amended at a later session, in which event it shall contain 
the full text as amended. The words and characters constituting 
the amending matter shall be inserted in the proper place in 
the text and underscored. The words and characters to be elimi­
nated by the amendment shall be stricken by drawing a line 
through them. The text of a new section or subdivision shall also 
be underscored when a bill amends an existing chapter, or sec­
tion 91' suallivisiea, by adding a new section or subdivision. Be­
fore a committee favorably reports upon such a bill, the chairman 
of the committee shall see that the bill conforms to this rule. 
When a bill is printed, the new matter shall be in italics, or 
underscored, and the matter to be eliminated shall be capitalized 
and in eraskets parentheses, or stricken by drawing a line through 
it. A bill drafted by the Revisor of Statutes for the purpose of 
correcting errors in Minnesota Statutes need not comply with the 
provisions of this paragraph if the bill is labeled, immediately 
below the title "REVISOR'S BILL" and if there is attached 
thereto a memorandum of information explaining the reasons for 
the bill. 

If the bill is for an original law and not for an amendment of 
an existing law, the sections and subdivisions shall be arranged, 
subdivided, and numbered in like manner as Minnesota Statutes. 
If such a bill assigns to the sections thereof headnotes or identi­
fication by the decimal system of numbering used in Minnesota 
Statutes, such headnotes and decimal identification may be sub­
mitted by standing committee chairmen to the Revisor of Stat­
utes for his examination. Any such headnotes shall be in capital 
letters enclosed in brackets, and shall be subject to the provisions 
of Minnesota Statutes, Section 648.36. 

A1l numbers in titles sha1l be expressed in figures. All numbers 
of section or chapter of laws shall be in figures. In the body of a 
bill numbers in excess of ten shall be in figures, except for a spe­
cial reason they may be written, but when written they shall 
not be followed by numbers in parentheses. 
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REPORTS OF INTERIM COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS 

Rule 18. Except where otherwise specifically provided by Law, 
all reports of interim committees or commissions; to the Legis­
lature; ei,eeyt the pefmaeest Legislative Buil.tlieg Cemmiseiee, 
shall be submitted on paper 8 ½ "xll" in size, bound on the left 
side with three binder holes to fit a standard-size binder for 8 ½" x 
11" paper. The forepart of each report shall contain a brief sum­
mary of the recommendations of the commission or committee dis­
tinct from its findings, discussions, and other portions of its re­
port. Wherever possible, and if the report contains legislative 
recommendations, copies of any proposed legislation, particularly 
if extensive in character, shall be attached as an exhibit at the end 
of each report. 

BILLS, MEMORIALS, OR RESOLUTIONS-FORM 

Rule 19. Bills, memorials, or resolutions enrolled pursuant to 
Joint Rule 11, may be prepared for presentation to the Governor 
on good quality paper, approximately 8½" x 13" in size, and may 
be produced by the use of a copying machine. The enrolled bills 
shall be labeled "An Act" and otherwise shall contain the same 
material as the bill passed by the Legislature. Where the enrolled 
bill is amendatory of any existing law or constitutional provision, 
the parts therein shown with a line drawn through them shall be 
understood as being deleted from the old law or the constitutional 
provision and the underlined material shall be understood as being 
added to the old law or the constitutional provision. 

DEADLINES 

Rule 20. Except for reports from the Senate Committees on 
Finance and on Taxes and Tax Laws, and the House Committees 
on Appropriations and on Truces, committee reports on bills favor­
ably acted upon by the committee in the house of origin 
after April 19, 1975, for the first year of the biennium, and com­
mittee reports on bills originating in the other house favorably 
acted upon by the committee after May 7, 1975, for the first year 
of the biennium, shall be referred in the Senate to the Committee 
on Rules and Administration, and in the House of Representatives 
to the Committee on Rules and Legislative Administration for 
disposition. 

SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULES 

Rule 21. Either house may suspend the Joint Rules of the Sen­
ate and House by a vote of two-thirds of its members. 

NO SMOKING 

Rule 22. No member of the Joint Convention, or officer of the 
Joint Convention, or other person, shall be permitted to smoke 
in the Chamber of the Joint Convention. There shall be no smok­
ing in the visitors section of the gallery during the Joint Conven­
tion. 

DISPOSITION OF BILLS 

Rule 23. Adjournment of the regular session in any odd-num­
bered year to a date certain in the following year shall be equiva-
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lent to daily adjournment, except that upon adjournment in any 
odd-numbered year to a date certain in the following year: 
~ any hill 0B the Calenda• iB eithel' h&YSe shall he petarned 

te Ceneml O,ders in~ heaee; 
W ( a) any bill being considered by a conference committee shall 

be returned to the house of origin and laid on the table, and the con­
ference committee shall be discharged; 

-fe1- (b) any bill referred to the Committee on Rules and Ad­
ministration in •the Senate or the Committee on Rules and Legisla­
tive Administration in the House pursuant to Rule 20 shall be re­
turned to the standing committee to which it was last previously 
referred; 

-fdt (c) any bill returned by the Governor to the house of origin 
with his objections following such adjournment shall be laid on the 
table. 

Jtt:er:ss BILt; INTlt()BtfGTIOff8 
Rale il4·. Daring the f'Si'ieG eetweeB the last aey * tile seseian 

in~ ead nnmhe,ed Y"IM' end tse rast &ey*tae sessien inthefel­
lewing ;f0ftl'; any hill med with the P.Pesident ei the Senate i8P 
iBtP0d11etCan shall he giyeB a file numbe, and may he UBaffieially 
,eieued llytae Camm™1ee OB BuleeaBEl AdministMti0B tetm appP&­
~e standing eammittee af the Senate, GBd any hill filed wit!½ the 
Spllake• ~ the Heuee af RE!flPeBeBtat,.,ee fer 1Bt,ad11eti0B shall he 
giyeB a file rmmhe• aBE! may he anafficislly pefeo>,ed te tm 8fltll'8-
jlriate standing eammittee af the Hease &f B.epPesentatiYes. 

Mr. Coleman moved that the Joint Rules be laid on the table. 
The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Coleman from the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
to which were referred for proper reference under Rule 35: 

S. F. Nos. 495, 501, 511, 518, 519, 543, 553, 558, 579, 585, 635, 
647, 658, 677 and 696 reports the same back with the recommen­
dation that the bills be re-referred as follows: 

S. F. Nos. 495, 511, 518, 519, 658 to the Committee on Judi­
ciary. 

S. F. Nos. 501, 558, 677 to the Committee on Labor and Com­
merce. 

S. F. Nos. 543, 579 to the Committee on Governmental Opera­
tions. 

S. F. Nos. 553, 635, 696 to the Committee on Health, Welfare 
and Corrections. 

S. F. No. 585 to the Committee on Rules and Administration. 
S. F. No. 647 to the Committee on Taxes and Tax Laws. 
Report adopted. 

SECOND READING OF SENATE BILLS 
S. F. Nos. 249, 236, 343, 583, 524, 589, 490 and 636 were read 

the second time. 

SECOND READING OF HOUSE BILLS 
H. F. Nos. 139 and 103 were read the second time. 


