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This booklet, compiled by the House Informa­
tion Office, contains the Permanent Rules of the 
House of Representatives for the 69th Legislative 
Session; sections of Minnesota Statutes that deal 
directly with the Legislature as a law-making 
body, and with some of its internal functions; and 
Articles IV of the state Constitution, which deals 
with the Legislature, plus parts of Articles IX and 
XI, which deal with Constitutional amendments 
and bonding measures respectively. 

The permanent rules of the House were adopted 
on January 20, 1975. The state Constitution, Arti­
cle IV, Section 7, provides that, "each House may 
determine the rules of its proceedings." Acting 
under this provision the House Committee on 
Rules and Legislative Administration undertook 
a major project during the 1974 interim to recod­
ify the rules into a more logical and comprehensive 
format, instead of incorporating changes into the 
rules as they had existed for years. The result of 
decades of this latter procedure was a set of rules 
with no logical sequence and a lack of uniformity 
in style. The recodification was presented to the 
full House under a report from the Rules Commit­
tee, and was adopted by the House after a long 
debate and amendment process on the floor. 

'The sections of this booklet dealing with Minne­
sota Statutes contain those sections of the law 
which deal with the Legislature as a law-making 
branch of state government. The sections con­
cerning legislative retirement, commissions, and 
interim committees have been left out to conserve 
space and make this booklet a handy and compact 
quick-reference source. 

The articles of the stae Constitution are taken 
from the "new" Constitution that was adopted un­
der the "style, structure and form" amendment 
adopted by the voters in the November, 1974 Gen­
eral Election. 
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ARTICLE I - DAILY BUSINESS 

1.1 CONVENING OF THE HOUSE. Unless 
otherwise ordered, regular sessions of the House 
shall convene at two o'clock p.m. The Speaker 
shall take the chair at the hour at which the 
House convenes and the House shall then be 
called to order. After prayer by the Chaplain or 
a brief meditation, a roll of members shall be 
called and the names of members present and 
members excused shall be entered in the Journal 
of the House. 

1.2 READING OF THE JOURNAL. A quo­
rum being present, the Journal of the preceding 
day shall be read by the Chief Clerk unless other­
wise ordered. The House may correct any errors 
in the Journal of the preceding day. 

1.3 ORDER OF BUSINESS. After the read­
ing of the Journal, the order of business of the 
day shall be: 

(1) Presentation of petitions or other commu-
nications. 

(2) Reports of standing committees. 
(3) Second reading of House bills. 
( 4) Second reading of Senate bills. 
(5) Reports of select committees. 
(6) Introduction and first reading of House 

bills. 
(7) Motions and resolutions. 
(8) Consideration of messages from the 

Senate. 
(9) First reading of Senate bills. 
(10) Consent Calendar. 
(11) Calendar for the day. 
( 12) General Orders. 
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1.4 SECOND READING OF BILLS. Every 
bill shall require a second reading. 

Except as otherwise ordered, every bill requir­
ing the approval of the Governor shall, after a 
second reading, be considered in a Committee of 
the Whole before it shall be finally acted upon 
by the House. 

1.5 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. The 
Committee of the Whole is a committee of the 
entire membership of the House. The Speaker 
may appoint another member as chairman to pre­
side over the Committee of the Whole. 

When the House arrives at the General Orders 
of the Day, it shall resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider bills on General Orders. 

A bill considered in the Committee of the 
Whole shall be reported and then debated by sec­
tions, with the title considered last. All amend­
men ts shall be typewritten and five copies shall 
be submitted to the Chairman who shall report 
them to the House. 

1.6 RULES TO APPLY TO COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE. The Rules of the House shall 
be observed in the Committee of the Whole so 
far as may be applicable except that the previous 
question shall not be forced or speaking limited. 

Upon demand of 15 members, the ayes and 
nays shall be called, the question voted on, and 
the ayes and nays recorded in the Journal of the 
House. 

In the Committee of the Whole no amendment 
increasing the amount of any appropriation shall 
be passed without the ayes and nays recorded 
in the Journal of the House. 
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A motion that the committee arise shall always 
be in order and shall be decided without debate. 

Upon the request of any member, a bill shall 
be excepted from the report of the Committee 
of the Whole. Only a motion to strike an amend­
ment to the bill adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole or to amend the recommendation of the 
Committee of the Whole concerning the disposi­
tion of the bill shall be in order. 

1.7 GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. The 
Chief Clerk at the direction of the Speaker shall 
prepare the General Orders of the Day, which is 
a list of all bills which have not been made Spe­
cial Orders or placed on the Consent Calendar, 
numbered according to their order at second 
reading. Unless otherwise ordered by a majority 
of the Committee, items on General Orders shall 
be taken up in numerical order. 

The Chief Clerk shall see that a copy of each 
bill printed under the Rules or Orders of the 
House is placed in each member's file, which is 
to be kept at his desk in the chamber, at least 24 
hours before the bill shall be considered in the 
Committee of the Whole. Under the first order 
of business each day, the Chief Clerk shall report 
to the House which bills he has placed in the 
files. 

If a bill is progressed three times it shall be 
placed at the end of General Orders unless other­
wise ordered by majority vote. 

Except during the last five days in any year 
on which a bill may be passed, a bill amended in 
the Committee of the Whole shall not be given 
its third reading until it is engrossed and repro­
duced as amended. 
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1.8 THIRD READING OF BILLS. No 
amendment shall be received on the third reading 
without the unanimous consent of the House, ex­
cept to fill blanks or to amend titles. 

At any time pri01,; to its passage any bill or 
resolution may be committed or recommitted by 
a majority vote of the whole House. If the com­
mittee, other than the Committee of the Whole, 
to which it was committed or recommitted re­
ports an amendment on it, it shall again be given 
its second reading, considered in Committee of 
the Whole, given its third reading and placed 
upon its final passage. 

1.9 SPECIAL ORDERS. A bill may be made 
tb e Order of the Day for a special time and be 
placed upon a separate list known as "Special 
Orders". 

The Committee on Rules and Legislative Ad­
ministration may by committee report designate 
as a Special Order any bill which has had its 
second reading. 

Any member may move to make a bill a Special 
Order by giving notice at least two legislative 
days in advance of and specifying the day on 
which he will so move. The notice shall include 
the number and title of the bill and the day and 
time certain for the Special Order. Only the mem­
ber giving such notice, or another member desig­
nated by him in writing to the Speaker, may 
make the motion for the Special Order. A two­
thirds vote of the whole House on such motion 
i required to make a bill a Special Order. 

The time set for the motion may not be ex­
tended. and failure to make the motion on the 
specified day forfeits the right to make the mo• 
tion. 

7 



A motion to make a bill a Special Order, ,-vhen 
made according to the procedures herein pre­
scribed, shall be a privileged motion, shall take 
precedence over all other motions except a mo­
tion to adjourn or to set the time to adjourn and 
questions of personal privilege, and may be made 
at any time on the day designated in the notice. 
A three-fourths vote of the whole House is re­
quired to suspend the motion. 

Any Special Order, or any part of it, may be 
continued or postponed by two-thirds vote of the 
whole House at the time of such Special Order. 

When the time arrives for the consideration 
of any Special Order, the House shall consider 
each bill upon the Special Order in the order in 
,vhich it is listed. After consideration H shall im­
mediately be read the third time and placed upon 
final passage. 

1.10 TAX AND APPROPRIATION BILLS 
GlVliJN PRECEDENCE. At any time after 
April 21, 1975, any bill relating to taxes or raising 
revenue shall be acted upon whenever requested 
by the Chairman of the Committee on Taxes, and 
any appropriation bill shall be acted upon when­
ever requested by the Chairman of the Commit­
tee on Appropriations. 

1.11 CONSENT C.AL}jNDAH. Amr bill of ;\ 
non-controversial nature for which the commit­
tee report recommends placement upon thE! Con­
sent Calendar shall be given its second reading 
after the report is adopted and placed upon the 
Consent Calendar. The bill shall be printed and 
ulaced in the members' files at least one da:v be­
fore it can be considered. The bill shall be placed 
upon the Consent Calendar in the order in which 
it is given its second reading. 
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The Con~ent Calendar shall immediately pre­
cede the order of business known as "Caler).dar 
for the Day". Every bill on the Consent Calendar 
shall be debated, given, its third reading and 
vot_ed upon, provided, however, that at any time 
prior to third reading, ten members may object 
to any bill as being controversial. Any bill so ob­
jected to shall be stricken from the Consent Cal­
endar and be 1.mmediately returned to General 
Orders, taking its place in the usual order. 

1.12 SUSPENSION OF RULES TO AD· 
VANCE A BILL. Every bill shall be reported 
on three different days, except that in case of ur­
gency, a two-thirds majority of the whole House 
may suspend this Rule. A motion for suspension 
of the Rules to advance a bill for consideration 
out of its regular order is in order under the 
order of business "Motions and Resolutions" or 
at any time the bill is before the House. The mo­
tion must be presented to the Speaker in writing 
and must state the present position of the bill. 

1.13 MINORITY REPORTS. Any minority 
report shall be made separately from the ma­
jority report and shall be considered before the 
majority report. If the minority report is adopted 
the majority report shall not be considered. If 
the minority report is not adopted the majority 
report shall then be considered. 

1.H COMMITTEE REPORT LAID OVER. 
The Report of any committee may be laid over 
one day and printed in the Journal, if so ordered 
by the House. 

1.15 RECALLING BILL FROM COMMIT­
TEE. By majority vote of the whole House, any 
bill or resolution may be recalled from any com­
mittee at any time, be given a second reading and 
be advanced to General Orders. 
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1.16 TIME LIMIT FOR CONSIDERArrION 
OF BILLS. If 20 legislative days after a bill has 
been referred to committee (other than a bill for 
appropriations) no report has been made upon 
it by the committee, its chief author may request 
that it be returned to the House and the request 
shall be entered in the Journal for the day. The 
committee shall have ten calendar days there• 
after in which to vote upon the bill requested. 
If the committee fails to vote upon it within the 
ten days, the chief author may, at any time with· 
in five calendar days thereafter, present a writ· 
ten demand to the Speaker for its immediate re• 
turn to the House. The demand shall be entered 
in the Journal for that day and shall constitute 
the demand of the House. The bill shall then be 
considered to be in the possession of the House, 
given its second reading and placed at the foot 
of General Orders. 

Such bill is subject to re-reference by the 
House. If the motion to re-refer is made on the 
day of the demand or within one legislative day 
thereafter, the motio'n shall take precedence over 
all other motions except privileged motions and 
shall be in order at an.y time. 

1.17 DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILLS. 
Any Senate File received by the House, accom• 
panied by a message announcing its passage by 
the Senate, shall be referred to the appropriate 
s tanding committee. However, if a Senate File 
is received ,vhich is stated by a member to be 
identical to a House File already reported by a 
standing committee of the House and placed on 
Ge neral 01·ders, Calendar, Consent Calendar, or 
Special Orders, the Senate File shall be referred 
to the Chief Clerk for comparison. If the Chief 
Clerk reports that the Senate File is identical 
with the House File, the Senate File may by ma• 
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jority vote, be substituted for the House File and 
take its place. The fact that the bills are identical 
shall be entered in the Journal and the House 
File is then considered withdrawn. 

1.18 RECORDED FLOOR PROCEEDINGS. 
All proceedings on the floor of the House shall 
be recorded on magnetic tape or similar record­
ing device under the direction of the Chief Clerk. 
Two copies of each tape shall be delivered to the 
Director of the Legislative Reference Library and 
there maintained on file for use by any member 
of the public in accordance with the rules of the 
Legislative Reference Library. At the end .of each 
biennium, the Director of the Legislative Ref er­
ence Library shall deliver one copy of each tape 
to the Director of the Minnesota Historical So­
ciety. 

Any person may obtain a copy of any such tape 
during the biennium in which it is recorded upon 
payment of a fee determined by the Chief Clerk 
to be adequate to cover the cost of preparing the 
copy. 

Discussion preserved under this rule is not in­
tended to be admissible in any court or adminis­
trative proceeding on an issue of legislative in­
tent. 

ARTICLE II - VOTING 

2.1 AUTHORIZING ELECTRIC VOTING SYS­
TEM. Except for a vote upon elections or the 
overriding of a Governor's veto, any vote may 
be taken by means of the electric voting system 
which shall be under the control of the Speaker 
of the House. 
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2.2 CALL OF THE HOUSE. Ten members 
may demand a call of the House at any time ex­
cept after voting has commenced. When such call 
is demanded, the doors shall be closed, the roll 
shall be called, the absent members shall be sent 
for, and no member may be permitted to leave 
until the roll call is suspended or completed. Dur­
ing the roll call, no motion shall be in order ex­
cept a motion pertaining to matters incidental 
to the call. Proceedings under the roll call may 
be suspended by a majority vote of the whole 
House. After the roll call is suspended or com­
pleted the Sergeant-at-Arms shall not permit any 
member to leave the Chamber unless excused by 
the Speaker. A call of the House may be lifted 
by a majority vote of the whole House. 

2.3 DEMANDING YEAS AND NAYS. Yeas 
and nays shall be ordered without demand upon 
final passage of bills and upon adoption of resolu­
tions or motions directing the payment of money. 
In all other cases the yeas and nays shall be or­
dered only upon demand of 15 members. 

2.4 EXPLAINING OR CHANGING VOTE. 
No member shall be allowed to explain his vote 
or discuss the question while the yeas and nays 
are being taken, nor be allowed to change his 
vote after the yeas and nays have been an­
nounced from the chair by the Speaker. 

2.5 EVERY UNEXCUSED MEMBER TO 
VOTE. Any member who is immediately inter­
ested in the question being voted on shall not 
vote. 

Every other member present before a vote is 
declared from the chair shall vote for or against 
the matter before the House, unless the House 
excuses him from voting. 
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YVhen a member dee lines to vote on a call of 
his name, he shall be required to state his reasons 
for so declining. After the vote has been taken 
hut before the chair has announced the vote, he 
shall submit to the House the question, "Shall 
the member, for the reasons stated, be excused 
from voting?" which shall be decided without de­
bate. Any other proceedings in reference thereto 
shall take place after announcement of the vote. 

ARTICLE III-MOTIONS AND 

AMENDMENTS 

3.1 MOTIONS. No motion shall be debated 
until after it is stated by the Speaker. The Speak­
er may require any motion to be written. 

After a motion has been stated by the Speaker 
it is in possession of the House, but the mover 
may withdraw it at any time before amendment 
or decision. Unless a motion, resolution or amend­
ment is withdrawn on the day it is made, it shall 
be entered in the Journal, together with the 
name of the member offering it. 

3.2 PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS. When a 
question is under debate, no motion shall be re­
ceived except the following, the first four of 
which shall be decided without debate: 

(1) To fix the time of adjournment. 
(2) To adjourn. 
( 3) To lay on the table. 
( 4) For the previous question. 
(5) To commit. 
(6) 'To postpone to a day certain. 
(7) To amend. 
(8) To postpone indefinitely. 

The motions shall have precedence in the order 
listed. However, if the motion for the previous 
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question has been seconded and the main ques­
tion ordered, the motion to lay on the table shall 
not be in order. 

3.3 MOTION TO ADJOURN. A motion to ad­
journ shall always be in order except during roll 
call. 

When a motion to adjourn is made it shall be 
in order for the Speaker, before putting the ques­
tion, to permit any member to state reasons 
which would seem to render adjournment im­
proper at that time. Such a statement shall not 
be debatable and shall be limited to not over two 
minutes. 

3.4 MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION. 
When a question has been decided either in the 
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for 
any member who voted with the prevailing side 
to move its reconsideration, provided that such 
motion is made either on the same day the vote 
was taken or within the following two days of 
actual session of the House. A motion for recon­
sideration shall take precedence over all other 
questions except the motion to adjourn and the 
notice of intention to move reconsideration. Such 
motion or notice shall not be in order if the docu­
ment, bill, resolution, message, report or other 
official action on which the vote was taken shall 
have left the possession of the House. 

When a member gives notice of intention to 
move reconsideration of the final action of the 
House on any bill, resolution, message, report or 
other official action, the Chief Clerk shall retain 
the same until after the matter is disposed of or 
the time has expired during which the motion 
for reconsideration can be made. 

On the last day allowed for the motion to re­
consider, it shall be in order for any member who 
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voted on the prevailing side to make the motion, 
unless the matter has been already disposed of. 

A motion for reconsideration having been 
voted upon and lost shall not be renewed. 

The notice of intention to move reconsideration 
shall not be in order after April 27, 1975, through 
]\fay 19, 1975. 

3.5 ORDER OF PUTTING QUESTION. Ex­
cept in the case of privileged questions, all ques­
tions, whether in committee or in the House, 
shall be put in the order in which they are 
moved. When filling blanks, a motion for the 
largest sum or the longest time shall be put first 

3.6 DIVISION OF A QUESrrION. Any mem­
ber may request the division of a question which 
contains several points . .A. motion to strike out 
and insert shall not be divisable. If a motion to 
strike out is lost it shall not preclude another mo­
tion to amend or to strike out and insert. 

3.7 THE PREVIOUS QUESTION. The mo­
tion calling for the previous question must be sec­
onded by 15 members. If the motion for the previ­
ous question is ordered by a majority of members 
present, it shall have the effect of cutting off all 
debate and bringing the House to direct vote 
upon the question or questions. 

The previous question may be moved and or­
dered upon a single motion, a series of motions 
allowable under the Rules, or an amendment or 
amendments; or it may include all authorized mo­
tions or amendments, including a vote on final 
passage of a bill 

On a motion for the previous question, but 
prior to its being ordered, a call of the House 
shall be in order. After a majority has ordered 
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the previous question, no call shall be in order 
prior to the decision on the main question. 

When the previous question is decided in the 
negative, the main question remains under de­
bate until disposed of by taking a vote either on 
the question or in some other manner. 

All incidental questions of order arising after 
a motion js made for the previous question and 
prior to the vote on the main question shall be 
decided without debate. 

3.8 UNANIMOUS CONSENT TO MAKE A 
IvIOTION. \Vhenever unanimous consent to 
make a motion is requested by a member, the 
member as a part of such request shall state 
briefly the purpose of such motion and the sub­
ject matter involved. 

3.9 MOTIONS AND PROPOSITIONS TO BE 
GERl\fANE. No motion or proposition on a sub­
ject different from that under consideration shall 
be admitted under guise of its being an amend­
ment. 

3.10 AMEND:MENT NOT TO ANNEX AN­
OTHER BILL. Except in a standing committee 
no bill or resolution shall at any time be amended 
by annexing or incorporating any other bill or 
resolution pending before the House. 

3.11 RESOLUTIONS AND MOTIONS IN­
VOLVING EXPENDITURE OF MONEY. Any 
resolution or motion involving the expenditure 
of money out of the legislative expense fund shall 
be referred to the Committee on Rules and Leg­
islative Administration before being acted upon 

the House. A majority vote of the whole 
determined by a roll call, is required to 

pass any such resolution or motion. 



3.12 AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION 
BILLS. No amendment increasing the amount 
or amounts carried by any appropriation bill 
shall be declared passed until voted for by a ma­
jority of the whole House. 

3.13 MOTION rro RESCIND. The motion to 
rescind shall not be in order at any time in any 
proceeding in the House or in any committee of 
the House. 

3.14 SUSPENSION OR AMENDMENT OF 
THE RULES. The concurrence of two-thirds 
of the whole House is required to suspend, alter, 
or amend any Rule of the House, except that any 
amendment to the Rules reported by the Com­
mittee on Rules and Legislative Administration 
may be adopted by a majority of the whole 
House. 

Except as provided in Rule 1.12, a motion to 
suspend, alter, or amend any Rule of the House 
must be made under the order of business "Mo­
tions and Resolutions". If the motion is made at 

other time, unanimous consent is required 
the Speaker can entertain the motion. 

A motion to suspend the Rules, together with 
the subject matter to which it pertains, is de­
batable, but the previous question may be applied 
to the motion. 

ARTICLE IV -DEBATE AND DECORUM 

4.1 ABSENCE OF MEMBERS AND OFFI­
CERS. Unless illness or other sufficient cause 
prevents attendance, no member or officer of the 
House shall absent himself from any session of 
the House without first having obtained from the 
Speaker permission to be absent. 
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1.2 DUrrrES OF MEMBERS. Mc1nbers sha11 
keep their seats until the Speaker announces ad­
journment. 

Every member, before speaking, shall rise from 
his seat and respectfully address the Speaker and 
shall not speak further until recognized by the 
Speaker. ,Vhen two or more members rise at the 
same time, the Speaker shall designate the mem­
ber to speak first. 

4.3 QUESTIONS OF ORDER. If any member 
of the House transgresses the Rules, either in 
speaking or in any other way, the Speaker shall, 
or any member may, call him to order. A member 
so called to order shall immediately sit down 
unless another member moves to permit him to 
explain. In either case, the House, if appealed to, 
shall decide without debate. Only if the decision 
is in favor of the member called to order shall 
he be at liberty to proceed. A member called to 
order s1iall be liable to censure or such other pun­
isl11ncnt as the House may deem proper. 

,U ORDER IN DEBATE. No member shall 
speak more than twice on the same subject with­
out leave of the House, nor more than once until 
every other member wishing to speak on the 
pending question has had an opportunity to do 
so. 

·1.5 NOTICE OF INrrENTION TO DEBArrE 
A RESOLUTION. Any member may give notice 
of his intention to debate a resolution. Such no­
tice may be given at any time before the vote is 
taken on the resolution. If such notice is given, 
the resolution shall be laid over one day without 
debate or any other action. 

4.6 OFFENSIVE WORDS IN DEBATE. If 
any member is called to order for offensive words 

18 



in debate, the member calling him to order shall 
report the words to which exception is taken and 
the Clerk shall record them. No member shall be 
held to answer or be subject to censure of the 
House for any language m,ed in debate if excep­
tion is not taken before any other member has 
spoken or any other business has taken place. 

4.7 ORDER DURING SESSION. No member 
shall walk out of or across the Chamber when 
the Speaker is putting the question. No member 
shall engage in private conversation while an­
other member is speaking or pass between the 
speaking member and the chair. 

4.8 NO ONE TO REMAIN BY THE CLERK'S 
DESK. No member or other person shall remain 
by the clerk's desk while the yeas and nays are 
being called. 

4.9 WHO MAY BE ADMITTED TO THE 
FLOOR. No person shall be admitted within the 
House Chamber or retiring room, except mem• 
bers themselves, properly authorized employees, 
the Chief Executive and ex-governors of the State 
of Minnesota, members of the Senate, heads of 
departments of the state government, judges of 
the Supreme and District Courts, members of 
Congress, properly accredited representatives of 
radio and television stations, newspapers and 
press associations, as herein provided for, and 
none other. "\Vhen a former member of Congress 
or the Minnesota Legislature or any other person 
is issued a permit by the Speaker good for the 
day he shall be provided with a seat near the 
Speaker's rostrum, and at no time shall a conver­
sation be carried on so as to disturb the business 
of the House. Before issuing the permit, the 
Speaker shall satisfy himself that the person does 
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not seek the floor of the House for the purpose 
of influencing decisions of the House. 

The alcoves shall be kept for the use of mem­
bers only, and the Sergeant-at-Arms shall keep 
them cleared. 

It shall not be in order for the Speaker to enter­
tain a request for the suspension of this Rule, or 
to present from the Chair the request of any 
member for unanimous consent unless an extra­
ordinary condition exists, in which event he may 
consent to entertain a motion for its suspension. 

4.10 PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS. Any 
petition, memorial or other paper presented to 
the House shall include the name of the member 
introducing it and a brief description of its con­
tents and shall be presented by the Speaker, who 
shall state briefly its contents. 

4.11 NO SMOKING IN HOUSE CHAMBER. 
No member of the House of Representatives or 
officer of the House, or other person, shall be per­
mitted to smoke in the House Chamber except 
in designated smoking areas, confined only to the 
front desk, exclusive of the Speaker's area, and 
the legislative retiring room. There shall be no 
smoking in the visitors' section of the galleries. 

ARTICLE V - BILLS 

5.1 BILL FORM. No bill shall be introduced 
until it has been examined and approved by the 
Revisor of Statutes as to form and compliance 
with the Joint Rules of the House and Senate and 
the Rules of the House. Approval as to form shall 
be endorsed on the bill by the Revisor of Stat­
utes. 
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5.2 INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESO­
LUTIONS. A bill or resolution offered for intro­
duction shall be placed in the hands of the Speak­
er at least 24 hours prior to the convening of the 
daily session. Every bill shall be introduced in 
quadruplicate and each copy shall contain the 
signature of the member or name of the com­
mittee introducing it. No bill, memorial or resolu­
tion shall have more than five authors. Any 
memorial shall be introduced in the same manner 
and take the same course as a bill. No resolution 
shall authorize the expenditure of monies from 
any source other than the i~E,~0,.a~, expense 
fund. 

5.3 ADVISORY BILLS. An bill may 
be introduced by any member in the same man­
ner as a bill except that the requirements of Rule 
5.1 shall not apply. No member shall be an author 
of more than five advisory bills. 

Each advisory bill shall be typewritten on a 
form provided by the Chief Clerk. It shall have 
a title not exceeding 12 words in length and shall 
contain a specific proposal for the initiation, ter­
mination or alternation of a law or program of 
the state or any of its subdivisions. It need not 
be drafted in a form appropriate for enactment 
into law. 

An advisory bill shall be referred by the Speak­
er to an appropriate standing committee. It may 
be considered only in committee and shall not 
be given a second reading or be otherwise con­
sidered by the House, except that the committee 
may report its recommendation for re-ref err al 
to another committee. 

5.4 FIRST READING AND REFERENCE OF 
BILLS. Each bill and resolution shall be re­
ported and given its first reading upon its intro-
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duction. No bill or resolution shall be objected 
to upon its introduction. 

Except as provided in Rule 5.5 each bill or reso­
lution shall, after first reading, be referred by 
the Speaker to the appropriate standing commit­
tee. 

Except as otherwise provided in these Rules, 
after a bill has been referred by the Speaker, a 
majority vote of the whole House shall be re­
quired for a re-referral or recommittal of the bill 
by the House. 

5.5 COMMITTEE BILLS. A committee bill 
shall be read for the first time and may be re­
f erred by the Speaker to any standing commit­
tee. If it is not so referred, it shall be laid over 
one day. It shall then be read for the second time 
and placed upon General Orders, or, if recom­
mended by the Committee, upon the Consent 
Calendar. 

5.6 PRINTING OF BILLS. Every bill shall 
be printed after it has been given its second read­
ing. A bill may be printed at any other time a ma­
jority of the House so orders. 

5.7 BILLS CARRYING AN APPROPRIA­
TION. Any bill, whether originating in the 
House or Senate, carrying an appropriation, or 
which may involve any present or future finan­
cial obligation on the part of the State, after be­
ing reported to the House, shall be ref erred, or 
re-referred, as the case may be, to the Commit­
tee on Appropriations for action by that commit­
tee. Any committee, other than the Committee 
on Appropriations, to which such bill has been 
referred shall note in its report that the bill car­
ries an appropriation. 
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5.8 BILLS AFFECTING STATE GOVERN­
MENT POWERS AND STRUCTURE. Any bill, 
whether originating in the House or the Senate, 
which creates any new department, agency, com• 
mission, board or bureau, or which substantially 
changes or alters the organization of any depart­
ment or agency thereof of state government, or 
substantially changes, alters, vests or divests offi. 
cial rights, powers, or duties of any official de­
partment or agency of the state government of 
any institution under its control, after being re­
ported to the House, shall be referred, or re­
referred as the case may be, to the Committee 
on Governmental Operations for action by that 
committee. Any committee other than the Com• 
mittee on Governmental Operations to which 
such bill is referred shall, in its report, recom­
mend re-ref err al to the Committee on Govern­
mental !.Jp.e1r."J.1"...!'"..::""..l..,a. 

ARTICLE VI COMMI'I1TEES-POWERS 
AND DU'fIES 

6.1 COMMITTEES. Standing committees of 
the House shall be appointed by the ,_,..,.._u,,,.""... as 
follows: 

Agriculture 
Appropriations 

Divisions: Education 
Health, Welfare, Corrections 
State Departments 

Commerce and Economic Development 
Crime Prevention and Corrections 
Education 

Division: School Aids 
Environment and Natural Resources 
F'inancial Institutions and Insurance 
General Legislation and Veterans Affairs 
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Governmental Operations 
1-Iealth and Welfare 
Higher Education 
.Judiciary 
Labor-Management Relations 
Local and Urban Affairs 
Rules and Legislative Administration 
Taxes 
Transportation 

G.2 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP. No less 
than thirty days prior to the opening of a regu­
lar session of the Legislature, the Speaker-desig­
nate shall provide the minority group with a list 
of the standing committees proposed for the ses­
sion. He shall also designate the number of 
minority members to be appointed to each com­
mittee and may require general membership 
guidelines to be followed in the selection of com­
mittee members. 

If the minority leader submits to the Speakcr­
designate, at least fifteen days prior to the open­
ing of the session, a list of proposed committee 
assignments for the minority group, which com­
plies \Vith the numbers and guidelines provided, 
the Speaker shall make such proposed assign­
ments with the purpose of attaining proportlon· 
ate representation on the committees for the 
minority group. 

No committee of the House shall have exclu­
sive membership from any one profession, occu­
pation or vocation. 

G.3 COMMITTEE Ml:DETING SCHEDULID. 
Tllc Speaker sball prepare a schedule of commit­
tee meetings, fixing as far as practieable the day 
of the week and the hour for the regular meeting 
time of each committee. The schedule of cmnmit­
tee meetings shall officially be made available 
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lo the 11ew::; media. The chairman of any com111it­
tee holding a special meeting or making a change 
in the regular schedule of meetings shall give 
written notice which may be announced from the 
desk and shall be posted on the bulletin board 
at least one day in advance of the change. 

The chairman of each committee or subcom­
mittee shall as far as practicable give three days 
notice of any meeting. The notice shall include 
the date, time, place and agenda for the meeting. 

6.4 COMMITTEE PROCEDURES. Meetings 
of all committees of the House shall be open to 
the public. 

A majority of members of any standing or spe­
cial committee shall constitute a quorum. 

The Rules of the House shall be observed in 
the committees wherever they are applicable. 

Any member of any committee may demand 
a roll call on any bill, resolution or amendment 
before the committee. Only upon such demand 
being made shall the roll be called and the vote 
of each member on the bill, resolution or amend­
ment be recorded, together with the name of the 
member demanding the roll call. 

A committee may reconsider any action so long 
as the matter remains in the possession of the 
committee. A committee member need not have 
voted with the prevailing side in order to move 
reconsideration. 

At any time during the period in which a stand­
ing committee has possession of a bill the mem­
bers of the committee may, by majority vote, 
order the preparation of a Revisor's Analysis of 
the bill. The Revisor's Analysis shall consist of 
a concise description of the terms of the bill and 
shall be provided by the Revisor of Statutes. If 
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the Revisor's Analysis is ordered at the time the 
bill is given committee approval, the analysis 
shall accompany the committee report to the 
House and shall thereafter be attached to the 
printed bill by the Chief Clerk. 

At any time during the period in which a stand­
ing committee has possession of a bill, the mem­
bers of the committee may, by majority vote, 
order the preparation of a Fiscal Note. If a Fiscal 
Note is ordered at the time the bill is given com­
mittee approval, the Fiscal Note shall accompany 
the committee report to the House and shall 
thereafter be attached to the printed bill by the 
Chief Clerk. No Fiscal Note shall be ordered for 
any bill given committee approval within ten 
days of the end of a regular session in any year. 

Neither a Revisor's Analysis nor a Fiscal Note 
shall be considered a part of a bill or any indica­
tion of legislative intent. 

6.5 SUBCOMMITTEES. The chairman of a 
committee shall appoint the chairman and mem­
bers of each subcommittee. 'rhe chairman or the 
committee may refer bills to subcommittee. Any 
subcommittee may make such investigation or 
exercise such authority as is delegated to it by 
the chairman or the committee. 

6.6 COMMITTEE RECORDS. The chairman 
or acting chairman of each standing committee 
shall cause a record to be kept, in the form pre­
scribed by the Committee on Rules and Legisla­
tive Administration, which shall include the rec­
ord of each bill referred to the committee and the 
minutes of the committee. The minutes shall in• 
elude: 

a. The time and place of each hearing or meet­
ing of the committee; 

b. Committee members present; 
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c. The name and address of each person ap­
pearing before the committee, together with 
the name and address of the person, asso­
ciation, firm or corporation in whose behalf 
the appearance is made; 

d. The language of each motion, the name of 
the committee member making the motion, 
and the result of any vote taken upon the 
motion, including the ayes and nays when­
ever a roll call is demanded; 

e. The date on which any subcommittee is 
created, the names of its members and the 
bills referred to it. 

f. The record of each subcommittee meeting, 
including the time and place of the meeting; 
members present; the name of each person 
appearing before the subcommittee, to­
gether with the name of the person, asso­
ciation, firm or corporation in whose behalf 
the appearance is made; and the language 
of each motion, together with the name of 
the member making the motion, and the re­
sult of any vote taken upon the motion, in­
cluding the ayes and nays whenever a roll 
call is demanded. 

g. Other important matters related to the work 
of the committee. 

The minutes shall be · approved at the next 
regular meeting of the committee. 

Copies of the minutes, after approval by the 
committee, shall be filed with the Chief Clerk and 
shall be open to public inspection in the Chief 
Clerk's office. At the end of the biennium they 
shall be delivered, together with the other com­
mittee records, to the Director of the Legislative 
Reference Library, where they shall remain open 
for public inspection during regular office hours. 
A copy of any page of any committee minutes 
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may be obtained upon payment of a fee deter­
mined by the Chief Clerk to be adequate to cover 
the· cost of preparing the copy. 

The magnetic tape recording of any committee 
meeting shall be retained by the chairman until 
the minutes of that meeting have been approved 
by the committee. The recording or a copy of the 
recording shall then be filed with the Director 
of the Legislative Reference Library, where it 
shall be maintained for a period of two years 
from the date of filing for use by any person in 
accordance with the rules of the Legislative Ref­
erence Library. After expiration of the two-year 
period the recording may be erased and the tape 
may be reused. 

Any person may obtain a copy of such tape dur­
ing the period in which it is maintained in the 
Legislative Reference Library upon payment of 
a fee determined by the Chief Clerk to be suffi­
cient to cover the cost of the copy. Testimony and 
discussion preserved under this rule is not in­
tended to be admissible in any court or adminis­
trative proceeding on an issue of legislative in­
tent. 

6.7 COMMITTEE REPORTS. The chairman 
of a standing committee reporting to the House 
the action taken by his committee upon any bill 
referred to it shall do so upon the form provided 
for such reports. Each bill shall be reported sepa­
rately and the report shall be adopted or rejected 
without amendment. 

The report shall contain the action taken by 
the committee and the date of such action and 
shall be authenticated by the signature of the 
chairman. 

Before a committee reports favorably upon a 
bill, the chairman shall see that the form of the 
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bill conforms to the Joint Rules of the House and 
Senate and these Rules. 

J:1Jxcept during the last seven legislative days 
in any year, the committee report and any mi­
nority report shall be placed in the hands of the 
Chief Clerk at least four hours prior to the con­
vening of the daily session. 

'rhe Committee on Rules and Legislative Ad­
ministration may report at any time. 

If a majority of the members of a standing 
committee finds a bill referred to the committee 
to be of a non-controversial nature, the report 
to the House may recommend that the bill be 
placed upon a separate calendar to be known as 
the Consent Calendar. 

G.8 COMMIT'rEE BILLS. Any standing or 
special committee of the House may introduce 
a bill as a committee bill on any subject within 
its purview. 

6.9 SUBSTITUTION OF BILLS. No stand­
ing or special committee nor any of its members 
shall report a substitute for any bill referred to 
the committee if the substitute relates to a differ­
ent subject, is intended to accomplish a different 
purpose, or would require a title essentially dif­
ferent from that of the original bill. Whenever 
the House is advised that a substitute bill re­
ported to the House is in violation of this rule, 
the report shall not be adopted. 

G.10 SPECIAL COMMITTEES. Any special 
committee to which a matter has been referred 
shall in all cases report to the House a statement 
of facts and its opinions and conclusions thereon. 

G.11 CONFERENCE COMMITTEES. A con­
ference committee may report at any time. No 
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committee except a conference committee or the 
Committee on Rules and Legislative Administra­
tion shall sit during any daily session of the 
House without leave. 

6.12 COMMITTEE BUDGETS AND EX­
PENSES. The committee on Rules and Legisla­
tive Administration shall establish a budget for 
each standing committee of the House for ex­
penses incurred by the committee, its members, , 
or its staff in conducting its legislative business. 
Per diem expense allowances paid to members 
during sessions or at times set by the Speaker 
shall not be charged against the budget. No com­
mittee shall incur expenses in excess of its au­
thorized budget. 

Employees shall be reimbursed for actual ex­
penses in the same manner as state employees. 

During sessions, for travel away from the Capi­
tol members shall be reimbursed for actual ex­
penses in the same manner as state employees 
in addition to per diem expense allowances. 

All charges against the committee budget must 
be approved by the chairman before payment is 
made. 

ARTICLE VII - OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE 

7.1 DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF THE 
SPEAKER. The Speaker shall preside over the 
House and shall have all the powers and be 
charged with all the duties of the presiding of -
ficer. 

He shall preserve order and decorum and he 
or the chairman of the Committee of the Whole 
may order the lobby or galleries cleared in the 
case of disorderly conduct or other disturbance. 
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Except as provided by rule or law, he shall 
have general control of the chamber of the House 
and of the corridors, passages and rooms assigned 
to the use of the House. 

He shall sign all acts, addresses, joint resolu­
tions, writs, warrants and subpoenas of the 
House or issued by order of the House. He shall 
sign all abstracts for the payment of money out 
of the legislative expense fund of the House; but 
no money. shall be paid out of said fund unless 
the abstract is also signed by the Chief Clerk of 
the House. 

He shall appoint the Chief Sergeant-at-Arms 
or shall designate him from among the Sergeants­
at-Arms elected by the House or appointed by 
the Committee on Rules and Legislative Admin­
istration. 

7.2 SPEAKER PRO. TEM. The Speaker may 
can a member to preside as Speaker pro tempore, 
but such temporary appointment shall not extend 
beyond adjournment for the day. In the absence 
of the Speaker, the Committee on Rules and Leg­
islative Administration shall select a member to 
preside until the return of the Speaker. 

7.3 DUTIES OF CHIEF CLERK. The Chief 
Clerk shall have general supervision of all cleri­
cal duties pertaining to the business of the 
House. He shall perform under the direction of 
the. Speaker all the duties pertaining to his office 
and shall keep records showing the situation and 
progress of all bills, memorials and resolutions. 

Neither the Chief Clerk nor any of his assis­
tants or employees shall permit any records or 
papers belonging to the House to be removed 
from their custody other than in the regular 
course of business. The Chief Clerk shall report 
any missing records or papers to the Snealrnr 
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7.c1 ENGHDSSMEN'l' AND ENHOLLMEN'l'. 
The Chief Clerk of the House shall have super­
vision over the engrossment and enrollment of 
bills. He shall cause to be kept a record by file 
number of the bills introduced in the House 
which have passed both houses and been en­
rolled. 

7.5 BUDGET AND PURCHASING. rrhe 
Chief Clerk shall prepare a biennial budget for 
the House which must be approved by the Com• 
mittee on Rules and Legislative Administration 
before it is submitted to the Committee on Appro­
priations. 

The Chief Clerk shall be the agent of the House 
of Representatives for the purchase of supplies. 
He shall seek the lowest possible prices and shall 
file timely reports of expenditures made with the 
Committee on Rules and Legislative Administra• 
tion. 

7.G CLERICAL CORRECTIONS TO BILLS. 
.Minor clerical errors in any bill, memorial, or 
resolution, such as errors in spelling or grammar, 
or the incorrect use of one word for another or 
the incorrect numbering of references, whether 
occurring in the original document or any amend­
ment to it, shall be corrected as a matter of 
course by the Chief Clerk, upon the approval of 
the chairman of any committee to which it was 
referred. 

If the enacting clause of a bill has been 
omitted, the Chief Clerk shall insert the clause 
before passage of the bill. 

Webster's New International Dictionary shall 
be the standard authority in matters pertaining 
to this rule. 
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7.7 BULLETIN BOARD. 'l'he Chief Clerk 
shall prepare a bulletin board upon which shall 
be posted a list of committee and subcommittee 
meetings and any other announcements or no­
tices the House may require. 

7.8 INDEX. The Index Clerk, under the 
supervision of the Chief Clerk, shall prepare an 
index in which bills may be indexed by topic, 

, number, author, subject, section of the code 
amended, committees, and any other subject that 
will make it a complete and comprehensive in­
dex. The Index shall be open for public inspec­
tion at all times during the session and shall be 
printed in the permanent Journal of the House. 

7.9 DUTIES OF THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 
It shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms to 
catry out all orders of the House or the Speaker 
and to perform all other services pertaining to 
the office of Sergeant-at-Arms, including main­
taining order in the chamber and supervising en­
tering and exiting from the Chamber and the 
prompt delivery of messages. 

ARTICLE VIII - EMPLOYEES OF 
THE HOUSE 

8.1 APPOINTMENT OF EMPLOYEES. The 
Committee on Rules and Legislative Adminis­
tration shall designate the position of and appoint 
each employee of the House and set the compen­
sation of each officer and employee. A record of 
all such appointments, including positions and 

. compensation, shall be lwpt in the office of the 
Chief . Clerk and shall be open for inspection by 
the public. 

The Committee on Rules and Legislative Ad­
ministration, by resolution, shall establish the 
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procedure for filling vacancies ·when the legisla­
ture is not in session. 

Any employee of the House may be assigned 
to other duties, suspended or dii;charged at any 
time by the Committee on Rules and Legislative 
Administration. 

No employee of the House shall receive any 
pay, compensation, gratuity_ or reward over and 
above the salary named for the position except 
upon approval of a three-fourths vote of the 
whole House. 

8.2 DUTIES OF EMPLOYEES. No employee 
shall make or permit to be made any copy or 
copies of any journal, bill, paper, file, record, or 
documentJ in his possession or custody or to 
which he has access except on request of a mem­
ber of the House. No person other than a member 
of the House shall furnish or deliver any journal, 
bill, paper, file, record, document, or copy thereof 
to any person other than a member of the House 
except by or through the Chief Clerk with the 
approval or under the direction of the Commit­
tee on Rules and Legislative Administration, in 
accordance with these Rules, and upon such 
terms as such committee shall prescribe. 

Any violation of this rule shall be cause for re­
moval or discharge of the offender. · 

ARTICLE IX - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

9.1 RULE AS TO CONSTRUCTION. As used 
in these Rules the terms "majority vote" and 
"vote of the House" shall mean a majority of 
members present at the particular time. The term 
"vote of the whole House" shall mean a majority 
vote of all the members elected to the House for 
that particular session of the Legislature. 
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Singular words used in these Rules shall in­
clude the plural, unless the context indicates a 
contrary intention. 

The words "he", "his" and "him" shall be con­
strued to include "she", "hers", and "her" when­

T ever the latter are appropriate. 
9.2 MEDIA NEWS REPORTERS. Accred­

ited representatives of the press, press associa­
tions, and radio and television stations shall be 
accorded equal press privileges by the House. 
Any person wishing to report proceedings of the 
House may apply to the Committee on Rules and 
Legislative Administration for a press pass and 
assignment to suitable available space. 

Television stations shall be permitted to tele­
vise sessions of the House. 

9.3 DISPOSITION OF BILLS. Adjournment 
of the regular session in any odd-numbered year 
to a day certain in the following year shall be 
equivalent to daily adjournment except that any 
bill on the Consent Calendar, Calendar or Special 
Orders shall be returned to General Orders. 

9.4 RECESS BILL INTRODUCTIONS. Dur­
ing the period between the last day of the ses­
sion in any odd-numbered year and the first day 
of the session in the fallowing year, any bill filed 
with the Speaker for introduction shall be given 
a file number and may be unofficially referred 
to an appropriate standing committee of the 
House of Representatives. 

9.5 AUTHORIZED MANUAL OF PARLIA­
MENT ARY PROCEDURE. The rules of parlia­
mentary procedure contained in Mason's Manual 
of Legislative Procedure shall govern the House 
i.n all applicable cases in which they are not in­
consistent with these Rules or the Joint Rules 
of the Senate and House of Representatives. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

ARTICLE IV 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. The legislature consists of the sen­
ate and house of representatives. 

Sec. 2. The number of members who compose 
the senate and house of representatives shall be 
prescribed by law. The representation in both 
houses shall be apportioned equally throughout 
the different sections of the state in proportion 
to the population thereof. 

Sec. 3. At its first session after each enumera­
tion of the inhabitants of this state made by the 
authority of the United States, the legislature 
shall have the power to prescribe the bounds of 
congressional and legislative districts. Senators 
shall be chosen by single districts of convenient 
contiguous territory. No representative district 
shall be divided in the formation of a senate dis­
trict. The senate districts shall be numbered in 
a regular series. 

Sec. 4. Representatives shall be chosen for a 
term of two years, except to fill a vacancy. Sena­
tors shall be chosen for a term of four years, ex­
cept to fill a vacancy and except there shall be 
an entire new election of all the senators at the 
first election of representatives after each new 
legislative apportionment provided for in this ar­
ticle. The governor shall call elections to fill 
vacancies in either house of the legislature. 

Sec. 5. No senator or representative shall hold 
any other office under the authority of the 
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United States or the state of Minnesota, except 
that of postmaster or of notary public. If elected 
or appointed to another office, a legislator may 
resign from the legislature by tendering his resig­
nation to the governor. 

Sec. 6. Senators and representatives shall be 
qualified voters of the state, and shall have re­
sided one year in the state and six months im­
mediately preceding the election in the district 
from which elected. Each house shall be the 
judge of the election returns and eligibility of its 
own members. The legislature shall prescribe by 
law the manner for taking evidence in cases of 
contested seats in either house. 

Sec. 7. Each house may determine the rules 
of its proceedings, sit upon its own adjournment, 
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and 
with the concurrence of two-thirds expel a mem­
ber; but no member shall be expelled a second 
time for the same offense. 

Sec. 8. Each member and offi,cer of the legis­
lature before entering upon his duties shall take 
an oath or affirmation to support the Constitu­
tion of the United States, the constitution of this 
state, and to discharge faithfully the duties of his 
office to the best of his judgment and ability. 

Sec. 9. The compensation of senators and rep­
resentatives shall be prescribed by law. No in° 
crease of compensation shall take effect during 
the period for which the members of the existing 
house of representatives may have been elected. 

Sec. 10. The members of each house in all 
cases except treason, felony and breach of the 
peace, shall be privileged from arrest during the 
session of their respective houses and in going 
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to or returning from the same. For any speech 
or debate in either house they shall not be ques­
tioned in any other place. 

Sec. 11. Two or more members of either house 
may dissent and protest against any act or resolu­
tion which they think injurious to the public or 
to any individual and have the reason of their 
dissent entered in the journal. 

Sec. 12. The legislature shall meet at the seat 
of government in regular session in each bien­
nium at the times prescribed by law for not ex­
ceeding a total of 120 legislative days. The leg­
islature shall not meet in regular session, nor in 
any adjournment thereof, after the first Monday 
following the third Saturday in May of any year. 
After meeting at a time prescribed by law, the 
legislature may adjourn to another time. "Legis­
lative day" shall be defined by law. A special ses­
sion of the legislature may be called by the gov­
ernor on extraordinary occasions. · 

Neither house during a session of the legisla­
ture shall adjourn for more than three days (Sun­
days excepted) nor to any other place than that 
in which the two houses shall be assembled with­
out the consent of the other house. 

Sec. 13. A majority of each house constitutes 
a quorum to transact business, but a smaller 
number may adjourn from day to day and compel 
the attendance of absent members in the manner 
and under the penalties it may provide. 

Sec. 14. Each house shall be open to the public 
during its sessions except in cases ·which in its 
opinion require secrecy. 

Sec. 15. Each house shall elect its presiding 
officer and other officers as may be provided by 
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law. Both houses shall keep journals of their pro­
ceedings, and from time to time publish the same, 
and the yeas and nays, when taken on any ques­
tion, shall be entered in the journals. 

Sec. 16. In all elections by the legislature 
~ members shall vote viva voce and their votes 

shaU be entered in t?e journal. ., 
Sec. 17. No law shall embrace more than one 

subject, which shall be expressed in its title. 

Sec. 18. All bills for raising revenue shall 
originate in the house of representatives, but the 
senate may propose and concur with the amend­
ments as on other bills. 

Sec. 19. Every bill shall be reported on . three 
different days in each house, unless, in case of 
urgency, two-thirds of the house where the bill 
is pending deem it expedient to dispense with 
this rule. 

Sec. 20. Every bill passed by both houses shall 
be enrolled and signed by the presiding officer 
of each house. Any presiding officer refusing to 
sign a bill passed by both houses shall thereafter 
be disqualified from any office of honor or profit 
in the state. Each house by rule shall provide the 

~ manner in which a bill shall be certified for pre­
' l1 sentation to the governor in case of such refusal. 

~ Sec. 21. No bill shall be passed by either house 
upon the day prescribed for adjournment. This 
section shall not preclude the enrollment of a bill 
or its transmi.ttal from one house to the other or 
to the executive for his signature. 

Sec. 22. The style of all laws of this state shall 
be: "Be it enacted by the legislature of the state 
of 1\/finnesota." No law shall be passed unless 
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voted for by a majority of all the members 
elected to each house of the legislature, and the 
vote entered in the journal of each house. 

8cc. 2:J. lDvery bill pa::-ised in conformity to the 
rules of each house and the joint rules of the two 
houses shall be presented to the governor. If he 
approves a bill, he shall sign it, deposit it in the 
office of the secretary of state and notify the 
house in which it originated of that fact. If he 
vetoes a blll, he shall return it with his objections 
to the house in which it originated. His objec­
tions shall be entered in the journal. If, after re­
consideration, two-thirds of that house agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
governor's objections, to the other house, which 
shall likewise reconsider it. If approved by two­
thirds of that house it becomes a law and shall 
he deposited in the office of the secretary of state. 
In such cases the votes of both houses shall be 
determined by yeas and nays, and the names of 
the persons voting for or against the bill shall 
be entered in the journal of each house. Any bill 
not returned by the governor within three days 
(Sundays excepted) after it is presented to him 
becomes a law as if he had signed it, unless the 
legislature by adjournment within that time pre­
vents its return. Any bill passed during the last 
three days of a session may be presented to the 
governor during the three days following the day 
of final adjournment and becomes law if the gov­
ernor signs and deposits it in the office of the sec­
retary of state within 14 days after the adjourn­
ment of the legislature. Any bill passed during 
the last three days of the session which is not 
signed and deposited within H days after ad­
journment does not become a law. 

If a bill presented to the governor contains sev­
eral items of appropriation of money, he may 
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veto one or more of the items while approving 
the bill. At the time he signs the bill the governor 
shall append to it a statement of the items he 
vetoes and the vetoed items shall not take effect. 
If the legislature is in session, he shall transmit 
to the house in which the bill originated a copy 
of the statement, and the items vetoed shall be 
separately reconsidered. If on reconsideration 
any item is approved by two-thirds of the mern­
bers elected to each house, it is a part of the law 
notwithstanding the objections of the governor. 

Sec. 24. Each order, resolution or vote requir­
ing the concurrence of the two houses except 
such as relate to the business or adjournment of 
the legislature shall be presented to the governor 
and is subject to his veto as prescribed in case 
of a bill. 

Sec. 25. During a session each house may 
punish by imprisonment for not more than 24 
hours any person not a member who is guilty of 
any disorderly or contemptuous behavior in its 
presence. 

Sec. 26. Passage of a general banking law re­
quires the vote of two-thirds of the members of 
each house of the legislature. 

ARTICLE IX 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 
Section 1~ A majority of the members elected 

to each house of the legislature may propose 
amendments to this constitution. Proposed 
amendments shall be published with the laws 
passed at the same session and submitted to the 
people for their approval or rejection at a general 
election. If a majority of all the electors voting 
at the election vote to ratify an amendment, it 
becomes a part of this constitution. If two or 
more amendments are submitted at the same 
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time, voters shall vote for or against each sepa­
rately. 

Sec. 2. Tvrn-thirds of the members elected to 
each house of the legislature may submit to the 
electors at the next general election the question 
of calling a convention to revise this constitution. 
If a majority of all the electors voting at the elec­
tion vote for a convention, the legislature at its 
next session, shall provide by law for calling the 
convention. The convention shall consist of as 
many delegates as there are members of the 
house of representatives. Delegates shall be 
chosen in the same manner as members of the 
house of representatives and shall meet within 
three months after their election. Section 5 of 
Article IV of the constitution does not apply to 
election to the convention. 

Se-c. 3. A convention called to revise this con­
sitution shall submit any revision to the people 
for approval or rejection at the next general elec­
tion held not less than 90 days after submission 
of the revision. If three-fifths of an the electors 
voting on the question vote to ratify the revision, 
it becomes a new constitution of the state of 
Minnesota. 

ARTICLE XI 
APPROPRIATIONS AND PINANCES 

Sec. 5. Public debt may be contracted and 
works of internal improvements carried on for 
the following purposes: 

(a) to acquire and to better public land and 
buildings and other public improvements of a 
capital nature and to provide money to be ap­
propriated or loaned to any agency or political 
subdivision of the state for such purposes if the 
law authorizing the debt is adopted by the vote 
of at least three fifths of the members of each 
house of the legislature; 
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LEGlSLA'I'URE 

;;.01 Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 1973 c 1 s 3] 

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1971 c 71 s 1] 

:3.011 SESSIONS. The legislature shall as-
8emble at the seat of government on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in January of 
each odd numbered year; provided, however, that 
when the first Monday in January falls on Janu­
ary 1, the legislature shall assemble on the first 
Wednesday after the first Monday in January 
of that year; and at such other times as it may 

, be called by the governor to meet in extra ses­
sion. 

[1973 C 1 8 1] 

3.012 LEGISLATIVE DAY. A legislative day 
i~ any day ·when either house of the legislature 
is called to order. A legislative day shall com­
mence at seven o'clock a.m. and continue until 
seven o'clock a.m. of the following calendar day. 

[1973 C 1 S .~ ] 
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!J.02 IWIDENCE OF MEMBERSHIP. For an 
purposes of organization of either house of the 
legisbture, a certificate of election thereto, duly 
executed by the auditor of the proper county, or 
by the secretary of state when the member is 
elected from more than one county, shall be 
prima facie evidence of the right to membership 
of the person therein named. 

[R L s 10; -1969 c 9 s 1] (25) 

a.03 [Repealed, 1961 c 561 s 17] 

:t04 [Repealed, 1961 c 561 s 17] 

;;.o.:, ORGA.NIZATION. At noon of the day 
appointed for the convening of the legislature, 
the members thereof shall meet in their re­
spective chambers. The lieutenant governor shall 
call the senate to order; and the secretary of 
state, the house of representatives. In the ab­
sence of either of these officers, the oldest mem­
ber present shall act in his place. The person so 
acting shall appoint, from the members present, 
a clerk pro tern, who shall call the legislative dis­
tricts in the order of their numbers; and, as each 
is called, the persons claiming to be members 
therefrom shall present their certificates to be 
filed. All whose certificates are so presented shall 
then stand and be sworn. 

[R L s 13] (28) 

3.06 OFFICERS ANn FJ:\IPLOYJ1JES. There­
upon, a quorum being present, the respective 
houses shall elect the following officers, any of 
\Vhom may be removed by resolution of the ap­
pointing body: 

'f'hc senate, a secretary, a first ancl second assis­
tant secretary, an enrolling clerk, an engrossing 
clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, an assistant sergeant­
at-arms, and a chaplain; and 
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The house, a speaker, who shall be a member 
thereof, a chief clerk, a first and a second assis­
tant clerk, an index clerk, a chief sergeant-at­
arms, a first and a second assistant sergeant-at­
arms, a postmaster, an assistant postmaster, and 
a chaplain. 

[GS 1894 s 220; R L s 14; 1905 c 52 s 1; Ex1936 
C 4 S 1; 1947 C 288 S 1] (2'9, 30) 

3.07 ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES. Each 
house, after its organization, may appoint and 
at pleasure remove such employees as are pro­
vided for by its permanent rules or recommended 
by its committee on legislative expense. All of­
ficers and employees shall be paid by the day and 
shall receive such compensation as is provided 
by the permanent rules of the electing or appoint­
ing body or recommended by its committee on 
legislative expense; and, unless otherwise express­
ly provided by law, no such officer or employee 
shall receive any other compensation for his 
services. 

[R Ls 15; 1947 c 233 s 2] (31) 

3.08 ELECTION; DUTIES. In addition to the 
duties prescribed by law, such officers and em­
ployees shall perform such services as may be 
required of them by rule or vote of the appoint­
ing body or by direction of any committee thereof. 

[R Ls 16; 1947 c 233 s 3] (32) 

3.081 JURY EXEMPTION. Any member, of­
ficer, or employee of the legislature is exempt 
from duty as a juror during all sessions thereof. 

[1947 C 233 8 4] 

3.082 MEMBERS' EMPLOYMENT; CONTIN­
UATION. Any member of the legislature of the 
state of Minnesota who held a position, other 
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I.I 

..... j 

than a temporary position, in the employ of any 
J)rivate employer in Minnesota at the commence­
ment of his service in any legislative session, who 
makes application for reemployment not later 
than 30 days after the last legislative day in each 
calendar year, shall be continued in or restored 
to such position, or to a position of like seniority, 
status and pay. 

[1974 C 306 S 1] 

3.083 RETENTION OF SENIORITY, FRINGE 
BENEFITS AND TENURE. Any member of 
the legislature who is continued in or restored 
to a position in accordance with the provisions 
of section 3.082 shall be so continued or restored 
without loss of seniority, shall be entitled to par­
ticipate in insurance or other benefits offered by 
the employer pursuant to its established rules 
and practices, and shall not be discharged from 
such position for a period of three years after his 
continuation or restoration except in the reverse 
order of his seniority with the employer within 
the field of the legislator's training and experi­
ence without good cause after such continuation 
or restoration. 

[1974 C 306 S 2] 

3.os;; [Repealed, 197tl c 306 s 5] 
3.086 [Repealed, 1974 c 306 s 5] 

3.087 RIGHT OF ACTION IN DISTRICT 
COURT. In case any private employer fails or 
refuses to comply with the provisions of sections 
3.082 and 3.083, the district court of the state of 
Minnesota for the district in which such private 
employer maintains a place of business, shall 
have the power, upon the filing of a memoran­
dum, petition or other appropriate pleading by 
the member of the legislature entitled to the 
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benefits of such provisions, to specifically require 
such employer to comply with such provisions, 
and, as an incident thereto, to compensate such 
member of the legislature for any loss of wages 
or benefits suffered by reason of such employer's 
unlawful action. The court shall order a speedy 
hearing in any such case and shall advance it on 
the calendar. 

[1955 C 690 S 3; 1974 C 306 S 3] 

3.088 LEAVE OF ABSENCE. Subdivision 1. 
Leave of absence ,vitbout pay. Subject to the 
conditions herein prescribed, any officer or em­
ployee of any political subdivision, municipal cor­
poration, or school district of the state or institu­
tion of learning maintained by the state who en­
gages in service as a state legislator during a ses­
sion shall be entitled to leave of absence from his 
public office or employment without pay during 
any part or all of the service, with right of rein­
statement as hereinafter provided. 

Subd. 2. Reinstatement. Except as otherwise 
hereinafter provided, upon the completion of the 
last legislative day in each calendar year the of­
ficer or employee shall be reinstated in the public 
position which he held at the time of entry into 
the legislature, or a public position of like seniori­
ty, status, and pay if it is available at the same 
salary which he would have received if he had 
not taken the leave, upon the following condi­
tions: (1) that the position has not been abolished 
or that the term thereof, if limited, has not ex­
pired; (2) that he makes written application for 
reinstatement to the appointing authority within 
30 days after the last legislative day in a calen­
dar year. Upon reinstatement the officer or em­
ployee shall have the same rights with respect 
to accrued and future seniority status, efficiency 
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rating, vacation, insurance benefits, sick leave, 
and other benefits as if he had been actually em­
ployed during the time of the leave. Provided, 
however, that no public employer shall be re­
quired to compensate a reinstated employee or 
officer for any time spent by that employee or 
officer away from his or her work for the em­
ployer and on the business of the state legisla­
ture at any time during the period between the 
first and last legislative day in each calendar 
year. No officer or employee reinstated shall be 
removed or discharged within one year there­
after except for cause, after notice and hearing; 
but this shall not operate to extend a term of ser­
vice limited by law. 

Subd. 3. Officers ancl employees to preserve 
pension and retirement rights. Any public of­
ficer or employee receiving leave of absence 
under this section or who is elected as a state 
constitutional· officer and having rights in any 
state, municipal, or other public pension, retire­
ment, or relief system shall retain all the rights 
accrued up to the time of taking leave. The time 
spent by the employee as a member of the legis­
lature or who is elected as a state constitutional 
officer shall be calculated in the same manner 
as if he had spent that time in the service of his 
public employer for the purpose of determining 
vesting of his rights in the employer's pension, 
retirement or relief system. Under no circum­
stances shall two governmental units pay the em­
ployee's share of pension contributions for that 
period on which he is on leave of absence to serve 
in the legislature. 

Subd. 4. Vacancies to be filled temporarily. 
When a public officer or employee is absent with 
leave under the provisions of this section and it 
is necessary in the public interest to provide for 
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the performance of the duties of his position dm'­
ing the absence, the authority having power to 
fill a vacancy in the position may appoint a sub­
stitute, to be known as acting incumbent, who 
shall qualify as required for the regular incum­
bent, receive the same compensation as fixed by 
law,· or otherwise the compensation as fixed by 
proper authority, and have all the powers and 
perform all the duties of the position until the 
return of the regular incumbent. This section 
shall not preclude the making of any other provi­
sion for the discharge of the duties of the posi­
tion which may be otherwise authorized by law. 

Subcl. G. Supplementary. The rights and priv­
ileges granted by this section shall not apply 
when the legislative office is constitutionally or 
legally incompatible with the public office or em­
ployment or when the legislator chooses to take 
leave provided by other law. 

Subd. 6. Notwithstanding the prov1s1011s of 
any other law or ordinance or the provisions of 
any state, municipal, or other public retirement 
or relief association regulation or by-law, a per­
son who has served as a member of the legisla• 
ture and has qualified for a legislative retirement 
pension or allowance shall not be disqualified 
from receiving that retirement pension or allow­
ance by reason of the fact that he is entitled to 
receive a public pension or retirement benefit 
as a result of employment by another public em­
ployer, and the person shall receive both the leg­
islative retirement pension or allowance and any 
state, municipal or other public pension or retire­
ment benefit for which he has qualified. 

[1974 C 306 .8 4] 
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:J.O!J CO1'IP.BNSA'l'JON Oli1 EMPLOYEES. 
'.L'he compensation of officers and employees shall 
be at the rates per day fixed by the permanent 
rules of the electing or appointing body or recom­
mended by its committee on legislative expense. 

[R Ls 17; 1907 c 229 s 1; 1909 c 1321 s 1; Ex1936 
c 115 s 1; Ex1937 c 82 s 1; 1947 c 233 s 5] (33) 

3.095 LEGISLATIVE EMPLOYEES, LEAVES. 
Rules of the department of personnel pertaining 
to sick leave and annual leave shall apply to all 
permanent employees of the legislature and of 
legislative committees and commissions. 

[1965 C 901 8 76; 1973 C 507 S 45] 

3.096 TRANSFER OF LEAVE. An employee 
in the classified service who accepts a position 
as a permanent employee of the legislature shall 
have any accrued vacation or sick leave trans­
£ erred and placed to his credit on the legislative 
records. A permanent employee of the legislature 
who accepts a position in the classified service 
shall have any accrued vacation or sick leave 
transferred and placed to his credit on the rec­
ords of the new appointing authority. 

[Ex1967 c 47 s 65] 

;l.099 MEMBERS; COMPENSATION AND EX· 
PENSES, FLEXIBLE SESSIONS. The compen­
. sation of each member of the house of represen­
tatives of the legislature shall be $16,800 for the 
cntir"e term: to which he is elected, which shall 
be due on the first day of the regular legislative 
session of the term and payable as follows: 

$700 on the fifteenth day of January and ori the 
first clay of each month, February to December, 
inclusive, during the term for which he was 
elected. 
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The compensation ol' each seualm· or the legis­
lature shall be $33,G00 for the term to which he 
is elected, of which $16,800 shall be due on the 
first day of each regular legislative session of the 
term and payable as follows: 

$700 on the fifteenth day of January and on the 
first day of each month February to December, 
inclusive, during the term for which he was 
elected. 

Each member shall receive mileage for neces­
sary travel in going to and returning from the 
place of meeting to his place of residence in such 
amount and for such trips as may be authorized 
by the senate as to senate mernbers, and by the 
house of representatives as to house members. 

Each member shall receive in addition to the 
foregoing, such per diem living expenses during 
a regular or special session of the legislature in 
such amounts and for such purposes as may be 
determined by the senate as to senate members 
and by the house of representatives as to house 
members. 

On the fifteenth day of .January and on the first 
day of each month, February to December, in­
clusive, the secretary of the senate and the chief 
clerk of the house of representatives, shall certify 
to the commissioner of finance, in duplicate, the 
amount of compensation then payable to each 
111cm ber of their rcspccti vc houses, and the ag­
gregate thereof. 

[Ex197'1 c 32 s 22 subcl 1; 1 [)73 c 492 s 14] 

;-;,10 lHepealecl, Ex1971 c 32 s 22 subc.l 2] 

;-;,101 LIVING FJXPJ;JNS1£S DURING 8.lDH, 
810::\'. A member of the legislature in addition 
to the compensation and mileage otherwise pro­
vided for by law shall be reimbursed for his liv-
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ing and other expenses incurred in the perfor­
mance of his duties during a regular session, a 
special session, and when the legislature is not 
in session in the manner and in such amount as 
may be prescribed by the senate as to senate 
members and by the house of representatives as 
to house members. 

[1969 C 1139 8 70] 

:t102 LJ1JGISLATIVE LIVING EXPENSES. 
B~ach member of the legislature shall be reim­
bursed for bis expenses when he is required to 
attend meetings of standing committees, commis­
sions, or is engaged in other legislative activity 
when the legislature is not in session. The 
amount of such reimbursement shall not exceed 
$33 per day as a per diem expense allowance for 
all expenses incurred except travel. He shall also 
be reimbursed for his travel expenses in the same 
amount as state employees are reimbursed for 
such travel. 

Reimbursements to members of the legislature 
for out-of-state meetings or other legislative ac­
tivity sball be in the same amounts as state em­
ployees are reimbursed for such out-of-state ex- , 
penses. 

Expenses for members of the legislature are 
payable in the manner and in the amount desig­
nated bv the senate committee on rules and ad­
rninL:;tration as to members of the senate and by 
the committee on rules and legislative adminis­
tration as to members of the house of represen­
tatives. 

The expense allowances provided for herein 
to the persons designated are in lieu of any other 
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expenses authorized by law or resolution for the 
same purposes. 

[Ex1971 c :'J s 8/!J; Exl.971 c 48 s 15; 1973 c 720 
s 55] 

3.103 SPECIAL SESSION LIVING EX­
PENSES. Each member of the legislature, dur­
ing a special session thereof, shall be reimbursed 
for expenses incurred in the performance of his 
duties in the same amounts, for the same pur­
poses, and in the same manner as were autho­
rized for the members of the senate and the mem­
bers of the house of representatives at the last 
regular session occurring immediately prior to 
such special session. Reimbursement for travel, 
however, shall not e:x;ceed more than one round 
trip per member per each seven calendar days 
in which the legislature meets in such special ses­
sion. This section applies to each special session 
of the legislature commencing after May 24, 1971. 

[Ext 971 c 3 s 70] 

3.11 [Repealed, 1957 c 811 s 2] 

3.12 [Repealed, 1961 c 561 s 17] 

3.13 PRESIDENT AND SPEAKER; COM­
PENSATION. The president of the senate and 
the speaker of the house shall receive, in addi­
tion to the amounts specified in section 3.09, the 
sum of $5 each per day during any session of the 
legislature. 

[1907 C 2'29 8 3] (37) 

:~.14 CONTEMPTS. Each house may punish, 
as a c.;ontempt, any breach of its privileges, or of 
the privileges of its members, but only for one 
or more of the following offenses: 
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(1) Arresting or causing to be arrested, any 
member or officer thereof, in violation of his 
privilege from arrest; 

(2) Disorderly conduct in its view and pres­
ence, or in the view and presence of any of its 
committees, tending to interrupt their proceed­
ings; 

(3) Giving or offering a bribe to any member, 
or attempting by menace or by any corrupt or 
improper means, directly or indirectly, to control 
or influence a member in giving or withholding 
his vote. No person shall be excused from attend­
ing and testifying before either house of the leg­
islature, or a committee thereof, for an alleged 
offense upon an investigation in reference to 
such giving or offering of a bribe, or attempting 
by menace or by any corrupt or improper means, 
directly or indirectly, to control or influence a 
member in giving or withholding his vote upon 
the ground, or for the reason that the testimony 
or evidence, documentary or otherwise, required 
of him may tend to convict him of a crime or sub­
ject him to a penalty or forfeiture; but no person 
shall be prosecuted, or subjected to any penalty 
or forfeiture for, or on account of, any transac­
tion, matter, or thing concerning which he may 
so testify, or produce evidence, documentary or 
otherwise, and no testimony, so given or pro­
duced, shall be received against him upon any 
criminal investigation or proceeding. 

[R Ls 19; 1907 c 819 s 1; 1971 c 227 s 2] (38) 

3.15 PUNISHMENT FOR CONTEMPT. Pun­
ishment for contempt shall be by imprisonment, 
but the term thereof shall not extend beyond the 
session at which it is inflicted. When either house 
shall direct the imprisonment of any person for 
a contempt the keeper of the common jail of the 
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county in which the seat of government is situ• 
ated shall receive such person and detain him in 
close . confinement during the term fixed by the 
order of. commitment, . or until he is discharged 
by vote. of the committing body or by due process 
of law . . 

[R Ls 20] (39) 

3.151 DISTURBING LEGISLATURE OR INc 
Tll\HDATING MEMBER. Every person who 
shall wilfully disturb the legislature, or either 
house thereof, while in session, or who shall com­
mit any disorderly conduct in the presence and 
view of either house thereof, tending to interrupt 
its proceedings or impair the respect due to its 
authority, or who, wilfully, by intimidation or 
otherwise, shall prevent any member of the leg­
islature from attending any session of the house 
of which he shall be a member, or of any com-

. rnittee ·thereof, or from giving his vote upon any 
question which may come before such house, or 
from performing any other official act, shall be 
guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

[R L s 4815] (10000) 

, 3.152 [Repealed, 1971 c 227 s 3] 

3.153 LEGISLATIVE SUBPOENAS. Subdivi­
sion 1. Any standing or interim legislative com­
mittee by a two-thirds vote of its members, may 
request the issuance of subpoenas, including sub­
poenas duces tecum, requiring the appearance of 
persons, production of relevant records, and the 
giving of relevant testimony. Subpoenas shall be 
issued by the chief clerk of the house or the 
secretary of the senate upon receipt of such re­
quest. A person subpoenaed to attend a meeting 
of the legislature or a hearing cf a legislative 
committee shall receive the same fees and ex-
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penses provided by law for witnesses in district 
. court. 

Subd. 2. Service of a subpoena authorized by 
this section shall be made in the manner pro­
vided by law for the service of subpoenas in civil 
actions at least seven days prior to the date fixed 
in the subpoena for appearance or production of 
records unless a shorter period of time is autho­
rized by a majority vote of all the members of 
the legislative committee . 

Subd. 3. Any person served with a subpoena 
shall also be served with a notice that he may be 
accompanied by counsel of his own choosing in 
the event a personal appearance is required. In 
addition, any person served with a subpoena is­
sued by a legislative committee shall also be 
served with a copy of the resolution or statute 
establishing the committee, and a general state­
ment informing him of the subject matter of the 
committee's investigation or inquiry. 

Subd. 4. In order to carry out the authority 
granted by Laws 1971, Chapter 227, any commit­
tee authorized by subdivision 1 to request the is­
suance of subpoenas may, by a two-thirds vote 
of its members, request the issuance of attach­
ments to compe~ the attendance of witnesses 
·who, having been duly subpoenaed to attend, fail 
to do so. The chief clerk of the house or the sec­
retary of the senate upon receipt of the request 
shall apply to the district court of Ramsey county 
for issuance of the attachment. 

Subd. 5. Any person who without lawful ex­
cuse fails to respond to subpoenas issued pur­
suant to Laws 1971, Chapter 227 or who, having 
been subpoenaed, willfully refuses to be sworn 
or affirm or to answer any material or proper 
question before a committee of the legislature 
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is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
thereof may be punished accordingly. 

[1971 C 227 S J] 

3.16 lUEl\IBERS, OFFICERS OF, OR ATTO& 
NF1YS J;JIUPLOYED BY, EXCUSED FROM 
COURT DUTY. No member or officer of, or any 
attorney employed by, the legislature shall be 
compelled to attend as a witness in any court of 
this state during the session of the legislature, 
or while attending meetings of any legislative 
committee or commission when the legislature 
is not in session unless the court in which the 
action is vcmling, upon sufficient showing, shall 
otherwise order with the consent of the presiding 
officer of the body of which such witness is an 
employee or the consent of the body of which 
such ,vitness is a member. No ,cause or proceed­
ing, civil or criminal, in court or before any com­
mission or officer 01· referee thereof or motion 
or hearing therein, in which a member or officer 
of, or any attorney employed by, the legislature 
is a party, attorney, or witness shall be tried or 
heard during the session of the legislature or 
vvhile any member, officer of, or attorney em­
ployed by the legislature is attending meetings 
of any legislative committee or commission when 
the legislature is not in session but shall be con• 
tinued until the legislature or the committee or 
commission meeting shall have adjourned. The 
member or officer of, or any attorney employed 
by, the legislature may, with the consent of the 
body of the legislature of which he is a member 
or officer, or employed by, waive this privilege 
and in this case the cause or proceeding, motion, 
or hearing may be tried or heard at such time as 
'Nill not conflict with legislative duties. 

[190.9 C 51 S 1; 1925 C 18 S 1; 1927 C 47 S 1; 1929 
C 19 S 1; 1941 C 45 S 1; 1957 C 183 S 1] (40) 
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3.17 JOURNALS. A journal of the daily pro­
ceedings in each house shall be printed and laid 
before each member at the beginning of the next 

session. After it has been publicly read and 
corrected, a copy of the journal, kept by the sec­
retary and chief clerk, respectively, and a tran­
script thereof as approved shall be certified by 
the secretary or clerk to the printer, who shall 
print the corrected sheets for the, permanent 
journal. Executive messages, addresses, reports, 
communications, and all voluminous documents 
other than amendments to the constitution or to 
bills and resolutions and the protests of members 
submitted under the Constitution of the State of 
Minnesota, Article 4, Section 16, shall be omitted 
from the , journals, unless otherwise ordered by 
vote. 

[R Ls 21] (41) 

3.18 OTHER RECORDS. Each house may de­
termine, by rule or resolution, what number of 
copies of its journal shall be printed, and the 
form and contents of the other records it may see 
fit to keep. In like manner it may cause to be 
printed, in an appendix to its journal, the docu­
ments it shall desire to so preserve; but, if both 
houses shall order the same document to be so 

it shall be inserted only in the appendix 
the senate journal. 
[R Ls 22] 

:J.185 ALTERING DRAFT OF BILL. Every 
person who shall fraudulently alter the draft of 
any bill or resolution which has been presented 
to either house of the legislature to be passed or 
adopted, with intent to procure it to be passed 
or adopted by either house, certified its 
siding officer, in language different from 
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tended by such house, shall be guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor. 

[R L s 4816] (10001) 

3.19 l;~NGROSSIXG AXD ENROLLING. All 
bills, joint resolutions, and legislative acts shall 
be engrossed or enrolled in the manner provided 
by the rules of the senate and the house of repre­
sentatives or the joint rules thereof. In the en­
grossing or enrolling of bills copying machines 
and other labor saving devices and equipment 
shall be used to the greatest possible extent. 

[1905 C 153 S 1; 1959 C 366 S 1] (43) 

3.191 ALTiiJRING ENGROSSED BILL. Every 
person who shall fraudulently alter the engrossed 
copy or enrollment of any bill which has been 
passed by the legislature, with intent to procure 
it to be approved by the governor, or certified 
by the secretary of state, or printed or published 
by the printer of thfl statutes, in language differ­
ent from that in which it vvas passed by the legis­
lature, shall be guilty of a felony. 

[R L s 4817] (10002) 

3.195 REPORTS TO THE LEGISLATURE. 
'Whenever a report to the legislature is required 
of a deparUnent or agency of government, it shall 
be made, unless otherwise specifically required 
by law, by the filing of one copy with the secre• 
tary of the senate, one copy with the chief clerk 
of the house of representatives, and ten copies• 
with the legislative reference library. The same 
distribution procedure shall be followed for other 
reports and publications unless otherwise re­
quested by a legislator or the legislative refer• 
ence library. The legislative reference library 
shall monthly give notice to each legislator of 
each publication filed pursuant to this section. 

[ 19 7 4 C 45 6 B 1] 
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AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 

a.20 JfORM 0111 ACT; SUBMISSION. Every 
act for the submission of an amendment to the 
constitution shall set forth the section as the 
same will read in case the amendment is adopted, 
with such other matter only as may be necessary 
to show in what section or article the alteration 
is proposed. It shall be submitted and voted upon 
at the general election next ensuing in the man­
ner provided for by the general law relating to 
such elections. If adopted, the governor shall an­
nounce the fact by proclamation. 

[R L s 24] (45) 

a.21 NOTICE. At least four months preced­
ing such election, the attorney general shall fur­
nish to the secretary of state a statement of the 
purpose and effect of all amendments proposed 
showing clearly the form of the existing sections, 
and of the same as they \Vill read if amended, ex­
cept that when any section to which an amend­
ment is proposed exceeds 150 words in length, 
the statement shall show that part of the section 
in which a change is proposed, both in its exist­
ing form and as it will read when amended, to­
gether with such portions of the context as the 
attorney general deems necessary to an under­
standing of the proposed amendment. In the 
month of October prior to the election, the secre­
tary of state shall give two weeks published no­
tice of such statement in all legal newspapers of 
the state. The secretary of state shall furnish 
such statement to such newspapers in plate, mat, 
or reproduction black and \Vhite paper form from 
seven-and-one-half-point type on eight-point slugs. 
The maximum rate for such publication shall be 
16 cents per standard line for the two publica­
tions. If any newspaper shall refuse the publica-
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tion of the amendments, this refusal and failure 
of the publication shall have no effect on the 
validity of the amendments. The secretary of 
state shall also forward to each county auditor 
copies of such statement, in poster form, in quan­
tities sufficient to supply each election district 
of his county with two copies thereof. The 
auditor shall cause two copies to be conspicuous­
ly posted at or near each polling place on election 
day. Willful or negligent failure by any official 
named to perform any duty imposed upon him 
by this section shall be deemed a misdemeanor. 

[R Ls 215; 1907 c 152; 1.913 c 2.9.9 s 1; 1941 c 136 
S 1; 1.951 C 699 S 1; 1974 C 38 S 1; 1974 C 184 S 1] (4G) 

3.22 PAYMENT. 1~he publisher of any news­
paper publishing the proposed amendments shall, 
before receiving his fees for the publication, file 
with the secretary of state an affidavit showing 
the qualification and legality of the newspaper 
and that the publication of such amendments has 
been made as required by law. 

[1,913 C fJ.99 S 2] (47) 

ST ANDING A PPROPRIATTONS 

3.2:J APPROPRIATIONS. A standing appro­
priation, within the meaning of sections 3.23 and 
3.24, is one which sets apart a specified or un­
specified and open amount of public money or 
funds of the state general fund for expenditure 
for any purpose and makes that amount, or some 
part of it, available for use continuously and at 
a time more distant than the end of the second 
fiscal year after the session of the legislature at 
which the appropriation is made. 

Every appropriation stated to be an "annual 
appropriation," "payable annually," "appropri• 
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ated annually," or "annually appropriated," and 
every appropriation described by equivalent 
terms or language is to he included among the 
stancling appropriations as hereinbefore defined. 

[191.61 C 140 S 1; 1969 C 399 S 1] (48) 

;t24 STANDING APPROPRIATION Itl'TI• 
Plt:Al.ilDD. Each and every provision of the laws 
of Minnesota constituting a standing appropria­
tion of money from the general fund, or derived 
from any revenue of the state, or in any way jus­
tifying the continuous payment of any money 
from the treasury of the state, is hereby repealed, 
except in cases where there is a provision for a 
tctx levy or fees or receipts for any purpose and 
set al)art in a special fund, and also excepting the 
miscellaneous receipts of all state educational, 
charitable, and penal institutions, and the state 
agricultural society; and all standing or continu­
ous appropriations not based on a tax levy, fees, 
or receipts, as heretofore provided, are hereby 
abolished and terminated and each and every 
word, clause, and paragraph providing for such 
appropriations is hereby stricken from the laws 
of this state, respectively, in which they occur. 

All acts ,containing provisions for standing ap­
propriations shall remain unaffected by sections 
:3.23 and 3.2"1, except as to such appropriations ' 
and the amount thereof. 

[1,91/1 e 140 S 2; 1969 C 399 S 1] 09) 

a.25 APPROPRIATIONS; NOT JHSCLOSING 
SOURCID. "\Vhenever moneys are appropriated 
from the state treasury and the appropriation 
does not disclose the source thereof, the appro­
priation is from the general fund. 

[E':d 971 c 8 s .97] 
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LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 

3.301 [Repealed, 1973 c 598 s 5] 
3.302 LEGI SLAT I VE REFERENCE LI ­

BRARY. Subdivision 1. A legislative reference 
library is established under the jurisdiction and 
control of the joint coordinating committee. · 

Subd. 2. The legislative reference library shall 
collect, index, and make available in suitable 
form information relative to governmental and 
legislative subjects which will aid members of 
the legislature in the performance of their duties 
in an efficient and economical manner. It shall 
maintain an adequate collection of public docu­
ments of Minnesota and other states and may en­
ter into loan agreements with other libraries. 

Subd. 3. The legislative reference library is 
a depository of all documents published by the 
state and shall receive such materials without 
cost in the same manner as other depositories. 

Subd. 4. The legislative reference library may 
utilize the materials assembled to prepare studies 
and reports providing pertinent information re­
garding subjects which are or may become items 
of concern to members 0£ the legislature and 
where warranted publish such studies and re­
ports. 

[1969 C 1130 S 2; 1973 C 598 S 3] 

3.303 JOINT COORDINATING COMMITTEE; 
CREATION AND ORGANIZATION. Subdivi­
sion 1. A legislative committee is hereby created 
to be known as the joint coordinating commit­
tee, designated herein as the "committee", to co­
ordinate the legislative activities of the senate 
and the house of representatives. 

Subd. 2. The membership of the committee 
shall consist of the majority leader of the senate, 



the president of the senate, two senators ap­
pointed by the majority leader, the minority lead­
er of the senate, and one senator appointed by 
the minority leader; and the majority leader of 
the house of representatives, the speaker of the 
house of representatives, two representatives ap­
pointed by the speaker, the minority leader of 
the house of representatives, and one representa­
tive appointed by the minority leader. Each mem­
ber shall serve until a successor is named during 
a regular session following his appointment. A 
vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term 
in the same manner as the original appointment. 

Subd. 3. The president of the senate and the 
speaker of the house shall alternate annually as 
chairman of the committee. 

Subd. 4. The members of the committee shall 
serve without compensation but shall be reim­
bursed in the same manner as members of stand­
ing committees of the senate and the house of 
representatives. 

[1973 o 598 s 1] 

3.304 OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE RE· 
SEARCH. Subdivision 1. Notwithstanding any 
other law which may be to the contrary, an office 
of legislative research, including the office of re­
visor of statutes and the legislative reference li­
brary, is hereby established under the jurisdic­
tion and control of the joint coordinating com­
mittee. The office shall consist of a director and 
s1.ich additional personnel as are needed to per­
form its assigned duties. 

Subd. 2. All employees of the office of legisla­
tive research are employees of the legislature in 
the unclassified service of the state. 

Subd. 3. The office of legislative research may 
call upon any agency of the state or political sub-
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division thcrcor for :-;uch data as lnav be ,!Vaile 
able, and such agencies shall cooperate with the 
office to the fullest possible extent. 

Subd. 4. 'I'he director of the office of legisla­
tive research shall supervise the activities of the 
staff of the office and perform such other duties 
as are prescribed by the committee. 

Subd. 5. One-half the cost of operating the of­
fice, as determined by the committee, shall be al­
located from the legislative expense fund of each 
house of the legislature to a legislative research 
account. The compensation of the personnel of 
the office, and other expenses of the office as ap­
proved by the committee, shall be paid from the 
legislative research account upon vouchers 
signed by the director. 

Subd. G. Any appropriation heretofore or here­
after made to the office of revisor of statutes is 
preserved and tn:msf erred to the legislative re­
search account, to be expended for the purposes 
for which the appropriation was originally made. 

Subd. 7. During the biennium_ ending June 
~rn, 1975, ·with the approval of the committee, the 
senate committee on rules and administration, 
ancl t11e house committee on rules and legislative 
cidministration, the director of research when full 
time personnel are not available to carry out the 
duties of tl1c office of legislative research, may 
contract for legal, technical, or research services. 
A contractor under this subdivision shall be sub­
ject to the prohibitions and limitations otherwise 
applicable to the office of legislative research. 
The authority conferred may be redelegatec1 to 
other officers within the office of legislative re­
search by the director. 

[1973 C 598 S 2; 1974 C 404 8 1, 2] 
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STANDINC COMMJTTJ1~l1~S (W THl1~ 

LEGISLATURE 

:rn21 wr AN DING CO 1\'Dil TT Jj·rn S AS I N -
'l'l,JRI lH S'rUnY COMlHITTJ•Jl•JS. Subdivision 1. 
Each standing committee or subcommittee exist­
ing in the senate and house of representatives 
is continued during the intervals between ses­
si.ons of the legislature to make studies and in­
vestigations within the general jurisdiction of 
each such committee, as directed by the commit­
tee on rules and achninistration of the senate and 
the committee on rules and legislative adminis­
tration of the house of representatives, or as 
otherwise prescribed by resolution duly adopted 
or by law. 

Subd. 2. Vacancies in any such committee or 
subcommittee during such intervals shall be 
filled by the last elected speaker of the house of 
representatives as to house committees and by 
the last elected senate committee on committees 
as to senate committees. 

Subd. 3. Any standing committee of the senate 
that requires an appropriation of funds to defray 
expenses of its operations during the interim 
shall prepare a budget, which budget shall be 
submitted to the senate committee on rules and 
administration for its approval. No funds shall 
be expended by such standing committee without 
prior approval of the senate committee on rules 
and administration. Any standing committee of 
the house of representatives that requires an ap­
prnpriation of funds to defray expenses of its 
operations during the interim. shall prepare a 
budget, which budget shall be submitted to the 
rules committee of the house of representatives 
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for it:-- ;_1pprov ;_1l. No fund s shall l)e expended by 
such standing committee vi1ithout prior approval 
of the rules committee of the house of represen­
tatives. 

Subcl. 4. Th e expenses of any such committee 
s llc1ll be paid upon the certification to the com­
missioner of finance of the amount thereof. Pay­
ment of such expen ses is hereby directed from 
any direct appropriation tl1erefor to the legisla­
ture or either branch thereof. 

[JOG :J c 887 8 1 ; 197:J C J,,.n S JJ,.; J.973 C 721{) 8 G{J] 

CONTlNUl TY OF TI-IE LEGISLATURE 

;~.93 DEFINITIONS. As used in sections 3.93 
to 3.9G "attack" means any action or series of ac­
tions taken by an enemy of the United States re­
sulling in substantial damage or injury to per-
sons or property in this state whether through 
sabotage, bombs, missiles, shellfire, or atomic, 
racliological, chemical, bacteriological, or biologi­
ca l means. 

[1.9GJ C 57'2 S 1] 

:UH- Phi\C'1~ OP 8Ji~SSION . "\VlJ enever, ju tllc 
cYcnt or an attack, or a finding by the executive 
,·r_T ncil that an attack may be imminent, the gov­
ernor deems the place of the legislative session 
then vrescribccl to be unsafe, he may change it 
to .:my other place vilithin or without the state 
whicl1 he deems safe and convenient. 

[1!J G1 c 57'2 S 2] 

3.95 SPECIAL SESSION IN EV:rnNrr 01,' A'l'• 
TA.CU:. In the event of an attack, if the legis-
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lc1ture is not then in session, the governor shall 
convene a special session thereof, as soon as prac­
ticable, and in no case later than 30 days follow­
ing the inception of the attack. If the governor 
fails to issue such a call, the legislature, on the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday after the ex­
piration of 30 days following the date of the in­
ception of the attack, shall convene without call 
at the plaree where the governor then maintains 
his official office. 

[1961 C 572 8 3] 

3.96 QUORUM AND VOTE REQUII-tE­
MENTS. In the event of an attack the quorum 
requirement for the legislature shall be a ma­
jority of the members of each house who convene 
for the session. Where the affirmative vote of a 
specified proportion of members of the legisla­
ture would otherwise be required for approval 
of a bill, resolution, or for any other action, the 
same proportion of those members of each house 
convening at the session shall be sufficient. 

[1961 o 572 s 4] 

:;.9(;5 COMMITTEE TO REVIEW ADMINIS­
'.l:RATIVE RULES. Subdivision 1. Composition; 
mcctiug·s. A legislative joint committee for re­
view of administrative rules defined pursuant • 
to sections 15.0411 to 15.0422, consisting of five 
senators appointed by the committee on commit­
tees of the senate and five representatives ap• 
pointed by the speaker of the house of represen­
tatives shall be appointed. The committee shall 
meet at the call of its rehairman or upon a call 
signed by two of its members or signed by five 
members of the legislature. The joint committee 
chairmanship shall alternate between the two 
houses of the legislature every two years. 
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Subd. 2. Review of rules by committee. The 
committee shall promote adequate and proper 
rules by agencies and an understanding upon the 
part of the public respecting them. It may hold 
public hearings to investigate complaints with 
respect to rules if it considers the complaints 
meritorious and worthy of attention and may, 
on the basis of the testimony received at the pub­
lic hearings, suspend any rule complained of by 
the affirmative vote of at least six members pro­
vided the provisions of subdivision 4 have been 
met. If any rule is suspended, the committee shall 
as soon as possible place before the legislature, 
at the next year's session, a bill to repeal the sus­
pended rule. If the bill is defeated, or fails of 
enactment in that year's session, the rule shall 
stand and the committee may not suspend it 
again. If the bill becomes law, the rule is re­
pealed and shall not be enacted again unless a 
law specifically authorizes the adoption of that 
rule. The committee shall make a biennial report 
to the legislature and governor of its activities 
and include therein its recommendations. 

Subd. 3. Public hearings by state departments. 
By a vote of a majority of its members, the com­
mittee may request any department issuing rules 
to hold a public hearing in respect to recommen­
dations made pursuant to subdivision 2. The de­
partment shall give notice as provided in section 
15.0412, subdivision 4 of a hearing thereon, to be 
conducted in accordance with section 15.0412. The 
hearing shall be held not more than 60 days after 
receipt of the request. 

Subd. 4. Review by standing committees. Be­
fore the committee suspends any rule, it shall re­
quest the speaker of the house and the president 
of the senate to refer the question of suspension 
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of the given rule or rules to the appropriate com­
mittee or committees of the respective houses 
for the committees' recommendation. No suspen­
sion shall take effect until the recommendation 
is received, or 60 days after referral. However, 
the recommendation shall be advisory only. 

[1974 e 355 s 69] 
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NOTES 
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