
 
  

 
 
April 13, 2026 
 
VIA E-MAIL DELIVERY TO COMMITTEE 
 
Sen. Sandy Pappas, Chair   Sen. Karin Housley, Republican Lead 
Capital Investment CommiDee  Capital Investment CommiDee 
MN State Senate    MN State Senate 
2113 Minnesota Senate Building  2213 Minnesota Senate Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155    St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Dear Chair Pappas and Lead Housley: 
 
MN-FISH is a statewide organizaPon formed in 2018 to represent the fishing interests of anglers, 
clubs, local organizaPons, and industry stakeholders. MN-FISH provides anglers and outdoor 
recreaPon supporters the opportunity to have a voice and be heard at the State Capitol.  
 
On behalf of our members across Minnesota, we write in strong support of the Governor’s 
bonding recommenda7ons (SF5005), specifically $3 million for BeEerment of Buildings, at the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR), including predesign and design of a new 
metro fish hatchery. This legislaPve request was also introduced as legislaPon, HF1633/SF935, by 
Rep. Erin Koegel and Sen. Jordan Rasmusson, and includes several biparPsan co-authors in the 
House and Senate. 
 
Minnesota’s fish hatchery system plays a foundaPonal role in sustaining healthy fisheries and 
waterways. The current Saint Paul hatchery is the only fish hatchery serving Minnesota’s seven-
county metro area, where a growing share of the state’s populaPon lives and where many new 
anglers are introduced to fishing. Like much of the hatchery system, the metro facility is aging and 
was built several decades ago. Strategic reinvestment is necessary to ensure reliable fish 
producPon, modern biosecurity standards, and operaPonal efficiency.  
 
In the fall of 2025, members of the House and Senate Capital Investment CommiDees had the 
opportunity to tour the St. Paul fish hatchery and see firsthand the significant infrastructure 
challenges facing the facility. Aging buildings, outdated systems, and deferred maintenance make it 
increasingly difficult to operate efficiently and meet the needs of a growing metro populaPon. 
Those site visits underscored why long-term modernizaPon is not simply a preference, but a 
necessity.  
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InvesPng in modern hatchery infrastructure will:  
 

• Improve long-term sustainability of Minnesota’s fish stocking system.  
 

• Increase energy efficiency and operaPonal reliability. 
 

• Strengthen the state’s ability to respond to aquaPc invasive species.  
 

• Support urban angling opportuniPes in the seven-county metro region.  
 

Outdoor recreaPon is a vital part of Minnesota’s economy, generaPng $6.9 billion annually and 
supporPng more than 25,000 jobs and 700 businesses statewide. A strong and modern hatchery 
system directly supports this economic engine by sustaining fish populaPons that drive angling 
parPcipaPon, tourism, and local business acPvity.  
 
MN-FISH has consistently advocated for new investments in fish hatcheries, public water accesses, 
fishing piers, and shore fishing faciliPes. The Governor’s recommendaPon to prioriPze the 
predesign and design of a new metro fish hatchery reflects the importance of ensuring that 
Minnesota’s fisheries infrastructure keeps pace with demand and remains safe, efficient, and 
effecPve.  
 
We respecLully urge the Legislature to support Governor Walz’s bonding recommenda7on and 
advance funding for the new metro fish hatchery this session, as well as his request for $30 
million for asset preserva7on. 
 
In addiPon, we would welcome interested members to return to the St. Paul Fish Hatchery in the 
coming weeks to observe this year’s fish producPon process firsthand. During last fall’s tour, several 
members expressed interest in seeing this stage of operaPons. This annual process provides a 
pracPcal, up-close look at how the state’s stocking program is carried out and the operaPonal 
demands placed on the facility. 
 
Thank you for your conPnued leadership in supporPng Minnesota’s outdoor heritage and 
fisheries resources.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dave Osborne   
MN-FISH Board of Directors 


