‘ E DUCKS UNLIMITED

TO: Senate Capital Investment Committee

FROM: Mark Pederson, State Policy Chair
Ducks Unlimited

DATE: February 24, 2026

RE: Support for Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) — CREP program funding

Chair Pappas and members of the committee,

On behalf of Ducks Unlimited’s (DU) 55,000 members across Minnesota, I wish to express support for appropriations
made to the Board of Soil and Water Resources (BWSR) to enhance, restore, and protect environmentally sensitive
conservation lands such as wetlands through the Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Reserve Program. Ducks Unlimited is the
world leader in wetlands and waterfowl conservation, having conserved nearly 250,000 acres here in Minnesota. To
accomplish this, we have been working alongside private landowners and other valued conservation partners like BWSR
for decades doing our best to restore Minnesota’s critical wetland resources.

Wetlands are nature’s kidneys and are one of the most cost-effective methods for filtering our freshwater. Analysis shows
that in 2019, the wetland restoration work done by DU alone throughout the Prairie Pothole Region, which includes
western Minnesota, prevented over 176,000 tons of soil erosion thereby preventing the release of over 57 tons of
phosphorous and 1,328 tons of nitrogen into our waterways. Programs like RIM further amplify the important work being
done across the Minnesota landscape by DU and others in the conservation community. Working together with
agriculture, benefits of the RIM program go beyond just water quality improvement and result in enhanced wildlife
habitat that supports one of the most robust outdoor economies in the United States. Minnesota’s hunters, anglers,
trappers, and birdwatchers infuse billions of dollars into local economies throughout the state and therefore the continued
restoration of our cherished natural resources is in the economic best interest of our citizens at large.

The RIM Program is unequivocally considered the country’s most successful state-level conservation easement programs,
allowing landowners the opportunity to be compensated for their land’s ability to provide public benefit, such as wildlife
habitat, water quality, and water storage. monetize the broader societal values there land provides to the people and
wildlife of the state. Furthermore, these voluntary agreements ensure the land’s natural, agricultural, and historical values
endure. The result is simple: land stays in private hands, continues to work for families and communities, and gains the
long-term stewardship that wildlife and waterfowl depend on.

Thank you for all your support for conservation here in Minnesota and for your consideration of this important program.
Sincerely,
Mark Pederson

State Policy Chair, Minnesota
Ducks Unlimited



