Sept 12, 2025
TO: Senate Gun Violence Prevention Working Group, MN Senate Judiciary and Public Safety Committee (for permanent record)

RE: Gun Violence Prevention - call to think outside the box for a solution based on root cause prevention
POSITION on Gun Control Bills: Neutral (depending on what solution you are actually debating or considering)

As you work to explore ideas to prevent the specific tragedies using guns, as so horribly occurred with the terrible shooting at the
Annunciation Church filled with school children, please be open to key root causes. As you tackle the issue of gun violence, you will
presumably explore many areas of concerns, many direct causes, many indirect causes, and many possible solutions.

Causation/Root Cause: A quick google search will point out that nearly 100% of all such shootings across the country have been carried out by
young males from father-deprived lives. (From divorced or never married family that did not experience equal shared parenting time with
each parent.) This father wound has been considered by researchers to be a severe childhood trauma.

Consistent with many other studies over a long period of time, a study published in the journal Cerebral Cortex, demonstrated children raised
without a father, display signs of ‘abnormal social interactions’ and were far more aggressive than those raised with both parents. Studies in
children raised without a father, highlighted an increased risk for deviant behavior, criminal activity, substance abuse, impoverished
educational performance and mental illness. The results of this study concluded and emphasized the importance of the father during critical
neurodevelopmental periods, and that father absence induces impairments in social behavior that persist to adulthood.

Problem Policy Makers are Trying to Solve: Preventing school shooters and the widespread devastation that follows

The recent Minnesota shooting at Annunciation fit that profile of a deranged (and likely deeply hurting) young man. A local news outlet
pointed out that the shooters parents were divorced when he was 11 years old, in 2012. The young boy then got every other weekend with his
dad, and spent the majority of time under the full custody of his mother. Every other weekend or less is dad-deprived. Itis incomprehensible
to so many the damage this type of arrangement does on children, when one parent is so drastically minimized in their life at a very difficult
time in their life. It makes family separation even worse for these kids. The research shows these young children blame themselves and feel
abandoned and rejected when their fathers (i.e. second parent) disappear from their daily life. What kids don’t know is that this minimal time
with one parent is a result of state law, too often creating unwarranted fatherlessness. These kids who only see their fathers two weekends a
month, never see their dads go to work (what does that teach young men?), never get to help or oversight from their dad with homework during the
week, and never get to driven to school by their dads. Father-deprived boys and girls miss out on significant and timely interactions, role-
modeling, unique perspectives, unique types of play, communication, and daily chore responsibilities with their father.

PLEASE STOP OVER-LOOKING a Root Cause Preventative Solution to Reduce Gun Violence by Young Men: Put into state law, a Rebuttable
Presumption of Equal Shared Parenting for both fit, loving, responsible parents ready, willing, and able to-step-up-to-the-plate, to share
equally in the responsibility of raising their children, with exceptions of course (that have been clear in proposals for 26 years). No parent is
perfect, and parental break-up is not cause to micro-manage the family and pick the better or worse parent when both parents are good.

“The unfettered judicial discretion regarding determination of the best interest of the child bas failed to ensure the health and well-being of children and
Sfamilies ... The salience of preserving primary parent-child attachments and relationships ... cannot be overstated. More than any other factor,
the maintenance of meaningful relationships with both parents is vital to children of divorce.
The first pillar [of the legal determination should be] by means of a legal presumption of equal parenting.”

SOURCE: Kruk, Edward. The Equal Parent Presumption. Social Justice in the Legal Determination of Parenting after Divorce.
McGill-Queen'’s University Press. 2013, p. 129-130

Minnesota - Long overdue - the Equal Parenting Solution:

o Ensuring children maximize their time with both fit parents after divorce and separation is a simple constitutionally compliant solution that
supports the best interests of children.
| have personally had 1-5 bills at the MN legislature every biennium for 26 years, providing equal shared parenting policy options.
Over the past 26 years, the MN legislature has blocked all these bills that support a child’s right and need to equal time with both parents.
The MN Bar Association, AAML, AFCC, Legal Aid have been the divorce lawyer lobby fighting against this solution. Would you trust
divorce lawyers with your children? Decades of credible peer-reviewed social science research, the U.S. Supreme Court, and the people of
this state, support equal shared parenting for children to protect the parent-child relationships with both parents.

o Overthe last 8 years, five other states have established equal parenting laws into statute: Kentucky, Arkansas, Florida, Missouri, West
Virginia. Once policy makers understand the research, they pass equal shared parenting bills with bi-partisan margins.

Why has the Minnesota legislature continued to intentionally resist this equal shared parenting solution for 26 years straight?
Those who resist or vote against equal shared parenting are and will be on the wrong side of history.
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