


NOVA 2025 SPRING CONFERENCE 

Thursday – April 3, 2025 

Time Description Presenter 

7:30 am 
Continental Breakfast & Registration 
Please make sure to sign in for CLEs at the registration 
desk each   morning! 

7:55 am Welcoming Remarks 
Zachary Stolz, NOVA Seminar 
Committee Co-Chair 

8:00 am 
(60 min) 

Outreach, Regulatory, Legislative Updates Diane Boyd Rauber, Esq., 
NOVA 

9:00 am 
(45 min) Recent Court Cases and How to Use Them – Part I

Amy Kretkowski, Esq., Law  
Office of Amy B. Kretkowski, 
and Amy Odom, Esq., 
Chisholm Chisholm & 
Kilpatrick 

9:45 am 
(15 min) BREAK 

10:00 am 
(45 min) 

Recent Court Cases and How to Use Them – Part 
II 

         10:45 am 
           (60 min) 

Maximizing VA Electronic Access: ILER, CAPRI, 
VBMS & More

Kelsey Craveiro, Esq., and  
Simon Kelly, Esq., Rob 
Levine and Associates  

11:45 am 
(90 min) Lunch (on your own) 

1:15 pm 
(45 min) Chief Judge Michael Allen 

2:00 pm 
(30 min) 

NOVA Awards Ceremony Christine Clemens, Esq., 
NOVA President 

(15 min) BREAK 

2:45 pm 
(60 min) 

 Understanding and Arguing Fair Process
John Niles, Esq., 
Carpenter  Chartered

      3:45 pm 
    (60 min) 

5:00 pm RECEPTION - Symphony Ballroom  

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
Veteran Claims

ETHICS: Succession Planning: Ethical, 
Practical,  and Financial Considerations

Jeffrey J. Bunten, Esq., 
Jeffrey J. Bunten, Attorney at 
Law

          2:30 pm 
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NOVA 2025 SPRING CONFERENCE 

Friday – April 4, 2025 

Time Description Presenter 

7:30 am 
Continental Breakfast & Registration 
Please make sure to sign in for CLEs at the 
registration desk each morning! 

7:55 am 
(60 min) 

How to Argue Benefit of the Doubt at the Agency 
and Request Specific Findings  

Christine Clemens, Esq., 
Chisholm Chisholm & 
Kilpatrick 

 9:00 am 
   (60 min) 

Effective Strategies to Safeguard VA Benefits: 
Navigating Proposals for Reduction or Severance 

Katrina Eagle, Esq., and 
Jim Radogna, Law Office of 
Katrina J. Eagle 

  10:00 am 
(15 min) BREAK 

10:15 am 
(90 min) Life in the Military and Its Impact on Health 

Panel: Brett Buchanan, 
Allsup; Keri Jackson, MD; 
Felicia Mullaney, Esq., 
FourLeaf Veterans Law; 
Adam Zider, Veterans Help 
Group 

Moderator: Travis James 
West, Esq., West and Dunn 

11:45 am 
(90 min) 

Lunch (on your own) 

  1:15 pm 
  (45 min) 

VA Guest Speaker Jonathan Krisch, Esq., OGC

2:00 pm 
(75 min) 

How to Use Military Manuals, Regulations, and 
Other Publications to Support Your Client’s Case 

Daniel Clarke, Esq., Tucker 
Disability 

3:15 pm 
(15 min) 

BREAK 

3:30 pm 
(60 min) 

ETHICS: Fees: How Recent Changes in the Law 
Will Effect How  You  Are  Paid 

Adam Luck, Esq., 
GloverLuck 

  4:30 pm 
(30 min) 

Q&A SESSION WITH SPEAKERS 



NOVA 2025 SPRING CONFERENCE 

Time Description Presenter 

Room 1:
Symphony 1

Effectively Engaging with LGBTQ+ Veterans

Room 2:
Conrad D

Room 3:
Conrad C

Room 4:
Conrad B

Room 5:
Conrad A

Time Description 

7:30 am Continental Breakfast 
Please make sure to sign in for CLEs at the registration desk each 
morning! 

8:00 – 9:30am Session #1 

9:40-11:10am Session #2 

11:10am-12:10pm Lunch and Networking 

12:15-1:45pm Session #3 

Session #4 

Saturday – April 5, 2025
WORKSHOP SESSIONS – attendees pick 4 of 5- please see your assignments in your badge holder

1:55-3:25pm 

Rachel Branaman, Becca 
Stewart, and Priya Phillips 
Rashid, Modern Military 
Association 

How Many Ways to Rate a Knee??

Brent Filbert, Esq., Martha 
Bradley Kleinhesselink, Esq., 
Katie Becker, Esq., and Carter 
Templeton, Esq., University of 
Missouri School of Law

Proving the Invisible: Winning VA Claims 
Without Service Treatment Records 

Rebecca Bartlett, Esq., 
Bartlett Legal Group, and 
Rebecca Deming, Esq., 
ProVet Legal

Picking the Brains of Experienced Practitioners

Kenneth Carpenter, Esq., 
Carpenter Chartered; Robert 
Chisholm, Esq., Chisholm 
Chisholm & Kilpatrick; Virginia 
Girard, Esq., Girard and Centonzio 
Veterans Disability Lawyers, and 
Glenda Herl, Carpenter Chartered

Analyzing and Challenging VA Examinations 

Monica Irelan Karas,
Esq., and Jacob
Mailander, Esq.,
Tabak Law LLC


