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Main Street Alliance Tariff Toolkit
The Impact of the Trump Tariffs on Small Business

Trump’s Tariffs are wreaking havoc on Main Streets across America. At Main Street Alliance, we are
fighting back against these attacks on our communities. This toolkit includes information, messaging, and
stories to use to combat the narrative that tariffs are “good” for America.

Help us spread the word and remind our government that real power lives on Main Street.

EJFor reporters looking to connect with MSA please email shawn@mainstreetalliance.org.

IN THIS TOOLKIT:
Main Street’'s Message:

MSA Survey Results
Small Business Stories

Story Bank
Featured Stories
Media

Main Street’s Message:

e Tariffs are a tax that small businesses, and consumers pay for it. Not the exporting country.

e While there was general awareness that President Trump supports tariffs as a trade tool, it is not
reasonable that small business owners would have expected tariffs of 145%, 30% or with no
phase in period.

e Many products or parts for products currently sourced overseas do not already have similar
businesses in the US and, believe it or not, a new factory cannot be built in two weeks.


mailto:shawn@mainstreetalliance.org
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e Some products that are tariffed literally cannot be grown in the US, such as coffee, mangos, etc.
Tariffing products that cannot be produced domestically makes no sense.

e Without quick action by the Administration, small businesses across the US will file for
bankruptcy.

MSA Survey Results

Main Street Alliance circulated a Small Business Tariff Impact Survey to learn the impact on our
members. This is what we’ve learned:

Sector Size
e 18%: Manufacturing e 55.3%: 1-5 Employees
o 29.7%: Retail e 30%: 6-25 Employees
e 20.2%: Service Sector e 8.7%: 26-50 Employees
e 9.4%: Wholesale e 29%: 51-100 Employees
o 22.7%: Other o 29%: 101+ Employees

Major takeaways

e 81.5% of respondents indicated that they will raise prices on consumers to offset the costs from
tariffs.

e 31.5% of respondents indicated that they would lay off employees as a result of the increased
costs from tariffs.
Only 14.6% of respondents indicated that they would shift more production to the USA.
41.7% of respondents indicated that they would delay expansion.

Joint Economic Committee Minority Report on tariffs (Released on 5/5/2025)


https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/b0c50dca-6685-4aa2-b89a-355d8f86941b/jec-report-on-tariffs-small-businesses.pdf
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Small Business Stories

Stories [Full List Here] (Up to date as of 8/11/2025)

e Busy Baby case study, Beth Benike
o [EW44686_pcu_pws (1).pdf
Walrus Audio Letter
o [ Senator Letter of Walrus Audio and Tariffs (1).pdf
B Earthquaker Devices Case Study
o Music device company in Akron, OH
o Julie Robbins of EarthQuaker Devices, who co-owns the business with her husband
Jamie Stillman. Her business has worked with artists like Thom Yorke, St. Vincent, Jeff
Loomis and others. Tariffs could put them into bankruptcy by the end of the year.
o Julie testified to the Senate Small Business Committee on 5/14/2025
o Social Media: https://x.com/SenMarkey/status/1922746616420733057
o Her testimony: @ EarthQuaker Devices Testimony FINAL.docx
B BAYDOG Profile, 5.7.2025
o Pre Trump tariff analysis
o Updated analysis

Caroline Guitar Company Senate Small Business Committee Testimony

Story Bank

Textile Business, Fall River, MA

“It is to be determined. Most likely people will trim staff to save money and customers will trim orders if
prices increase. We manufacture blankets and the fabric is imported from China, then we cut and sew in
our Fall River shop. We can source similar products from other countries so it may be OK. Still, textiles
will not return unless it has government support for building dye facilities, etc. This lack of raw materials
has been going on since 2000. We had a factory in Ware, Mass that we started in 1995, by 1999 we had
150 people cutting, sewing, and packing blankets in our company. 250,000 square feet of warehouse and
production space. In 2000 the quotas were lifted from China and the number of blankets that could come
into the USA at that time became limitless. In one year we completely shut down our factory and went to
an import model. This was forced by the retailers telling us they would not buy our product unless we
could match the pricing. We found a good partner in China and grew quickly. | started American Blanket
to get back to US manufacturing but have found out only a few people care about US manufacturing and
many consumers prefer a good price. This will all shake out but it will be very painful for many. If 145%
tariffs stay from China there will be many business closures. Cash flow is very tight for many and many


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fnVXTd2q5QEazbGF9UjZrueBCL1d-tfK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wZs4SR440QlxHuBwOy1MVdAMG7Tu2Iag/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zbIHeQ_0eEYzLMnhmtvaY1S7Xm6FuIEg?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wck-JShzEgNjJRB7C1Cj4FiVla9USr4h/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106644351432940822971&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hL61FDtN2YoGdHJuGSi9-oMwwzx6sRWLG0euABmPV74/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Kccm-tuXXPrNUs5ppONQ6Jdd0MG4ZFQI12smvPgRuOE/edit?gid=417558456#gid=417558456
https://x.com/SenMarkey/status/1922746616420733057
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MuGVNun-vjaxztvCxkhBuq5DAueK79k-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YVb4N7u5N6B7HyVptZYAcjB317Z4AaEb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jpTdGqJLBGZwnVSm6vQhCTkVtd2_Amjk/view?usp=sharing
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did not have a real plan in place because expectations were that we would see 50% tariffs, not 150%
tariffs.”

Brix Cider, Mt. Horeb, WI

“A product that we wholesale at $20 will have an increased cost of $1.50 due to the increased cost of
packaging supplies. Likewise, we are planning to invest in some new equipment which will be more
expensive due to the increased costs of stainless steel. This cost will be spread across all of our products
thus leading to a potential need to raise other prices.”

“We've put our bottle order on pause for now. We made a down payment, so we'll move ahead with it
eventually. We will have to pay whatever tariffs are when it hits the port. I'm hoping there's at least some
deescalation in the coming weeks or months because the current rates are ridiculous and actually quite a
bit higher than when | was interviewed (the interview took place before China tariffs were doubled down
on). It's a bummer because | really want to launch this new product, but | also can't afford to have a
$15,000 bottle order become a $36,750 bottle order.”

Content Bookstore, Northfield, MN

“I have an email inbox full of messages with price updates from vendors, most of which they attribute to
tariffs, and all of which include messages along the lines of "We can't guarantee these prices for any
length of time; unpredictable conditions may require additional price increases.' Most of these price
increases are 5% to 15%, on toys, games, and other products from China and Canada. Since we cannot
reduce our overhead by that amount, and we don't think customers will spend 15% more in our store
overall, but will just buy fewer things, we will have to raise consumer prices.”

Ginger Hill + Design, Arundel, ME

‘I am a small construction company and | expect prices of building materials across the board to increase
significantly. | expect US companies to raise prices to make more of a profit. In a market that is already
tough with the cost of materials, this could be devastating.”

The Pencil Test, Portland, OR

“We received a shipment from Canada (goods produced in China) that had the tariffs applied (shipped
2nd of March). The average cost per item before tariffs was USD26, after tariffs it was USD35. If we follow
MSRP for those items, our margin drops from 60% to 46%. We can't afford margins below 50%, so we
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will need to go above MSRRP if the tariffs are put through for real. We will probably absorb the loss on this
particular shipment, and re-assess buying this product in the future.”

Alara Jewelry, Bozeman, MT.

“Loose diamonds increased cost by 26%; freshwater pearls increased cost by 104%; precious metal
chain increased cost by 20%; finished jewelry from Poland, Germany, and Italy increased cost by 20%;
finished jewelry from UK increased cost by 10%; finished jewelry from Canada increased cost of 25%;
Akoya (saltwater) pearls increased cost of 24%; South Sea and Tahitian pearls increased cost of 32%;
every jewelry tool will more than double in price”

Freeport Bird Supply, Freeport, ME

As a global commodity traded on the international market and sourced from the US, Canada, and Europe,
it seems absolutely impossible to begin calculating the cost of our bird seed. Part of our problem is the
complete uncertainty of the material cost. We assume the handful of imported product lines (China and
Mexico in particular) will go up accordingly to wherever the tariffs end up, not to mention the volatility of
coffee.

Significant price increases in our bird seed (70% of our business) have dramatically reduced our
business's traffic in the past, as have economic downturns. If we have to cut margins on our bird seed
(which we will), we'll still be expecting reduced traffic that picks up other products and impulse purchases,
which usually have higher margins.

Butter Bakery Cafe, Minneapolis, MN

Whenever | am forced to raise prices, customers begin making choices to work within their budgets. They
buy less, shop fewer times, they reduce the size of a drink, and they try someplace else. It's a losing
game since my payroll still stays the same, my overhead still stays the same, and my debt payments
continue to take a big bite out of my working capital. | have needed to raise prices repeatedly these past
few months to keep up with ingredient cost increases.

While we use American companies for our packaging materials, most of them still rely on imports for
portions of their raw goods. The biggest issue we are going to see right away is that the glass for our
bottles is made in Mexico. This accounts for a significant portion of our packaging costs (around half of
our package cost is the bottle) and our packaging costs are about 30% of our COGs. So this increase will
eat up our margins. And our margins have already dwindled substantially because of inflation so we have
had to cut employment, cutting hours worked by employees by around 30%.
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Vikre Distilling, Duluth, MN

Based on previous market testing, customers are very price-sensitive. Two years ago we raised our price
by $1 per bottle in response to our increased costs (driven up by inflation) and saw sales drop 14%
almost immediately. So we lowered prices again to increase sales velocity and have had to eat that loss
of margin. Which made the last year unprofitable. As a result, we have been cutting labor and rent to try
to stay out of the red.

TomBoyX, Seattle, WA

"Tariffs on China are at 145% as of Thursday 4/10, revised up from 125% on Wednesday and 104% on
Tuesday. This is in addition to our existing China tariff rate of 40%, bringing our total tariff exposure on
China to 185%

With the current tariff rate at 185% our cost to produce one pair of underwear goes from $6.05 to $17.18
and to maintain our margins we would have to increase the cost of one pair of underwear from $22 to
$60, a 173% price increase. If we don't do that our margin dollars drop from $15 to $4.This is not
sustainable and has significant impacts to the health of our business. Not to mention the toll it is taking on
the team morale as anxieties rise.

Huge impact on our sales as the prices will be too high. Our customers can't afford to pay $60 for a pair of
underwear. Additionally the costs to move our production to another country are high and it takes time.
We have had no time to make adjustments and it is putting the future of our company at risk."

Recent Email to Customers by TomBoyX:

We’'re a small business doing what we love — delivering high-quality, great-fitting underwear for our
community.

But with new tariffs, our costs are skyrocketing. Why? Because tomboyx has to pay #47’s (yep, that guy’s)
massive tariff fees to the U.S. government. These increased costs are unfair to small businesses in
America.

Fran and Naomi spent years perfecting the fit, fabric, and feel of every product — so you could feel
amazing, supported, and seen. We work hard to manufacture responsibly, partnering with factories that
meet the highest ethical and environmental standards, including in China.
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Here’s the reality: the China tariff rate is a moving target — today, it’s sitting at a sky-high +125%.

We're moving fast to adapt, but building new, responsible manufacturing relationships takes time — and
we refuse to compromise on the quality you expect from us.

So, we’re doing what any scrappy small business would do— we’re having a Tariffs Suck Blowout Sale to
help you stock up on your favorites and to help us move through some inventory. If you've had your eye
on something, now’s the time to grab a great deal.

Many small businesses may not survive this— tomboyx is built to endure. We’re already working on new
product styles and supply chain solutions, and we’ll keep you in the loop as we progress.

Your support — your purchases, your voice, your belief in us — is what keeps us going. We appreciate
you.

With love and grit,
Leslie Garrard & the tomboyx Team”
Update on 7/30/2025:

“The volatility of the tariff rate announcements over the past few months has been immediately
challenging in terms of financial impact, given the magnitude of 100%+ in some cases. Difficult to plan
around from a long-term perspective as one must anticipate the rates to change, so what is a good
decision today may not be next week, etc.

As the country-by-country negotiations are completed, this may not be financially beneficial for the
business, but at least it is a higher level of certainty to plan around and make corresponding business
decisions. For us, we are awaiting news on China negotiations - although we have diversified our future
reliance, we expect some level of partnership with our China partner(s) and cannot move forward given
the current volatility and uncertainty.”

Wendy Porter, Minneapolis, Wendy Porter Events

"l own an event planning agency. So this is affecting my clients. | mainly work with corporate clients.
Costs of trade shows have gone up 38% since 2019 and now we expect an additional 30% increase due
to tariffs. My clients cannot absorb these costs. What that means for me is client budgets get cut, they cut
back on external resources, and they cut shows that they are attending. I've already lost about 100K in
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business this year due to cost pressures and clients either cutting budgets (i.e. me) or HOLDING on
making decisions on investing. It's very uncertain for me. In addition, my spouse was laid off in the IT
industry as a Lead Software Engineer for Thomson Reuters... his job was outsourced to Costa Rica. So
we have virtually NO INCOME in our household right now. We used to have nearly 50K per quarter.”

Featured Stories

Tariffs threaten Maryland veteran’s small business for pets | CNN Business
Tariffs could lead to bankruptcy of Akron-based EarthQuaker Devices, CEO says [AKRON
BEACON RNAL
e MSA member Amy Leinbach joins ‘The Lead with Jake Tapper’:
W The Lead With Jake Tapper - Amy Leinbach.mp4
e MSA member Beth Benike segment on CBS Sunday Morning:
© How Trump's tariffs jeopardize small businesses
e Attacking Trump’s Tariffs, Democrats F n Small Busin ruggles [NY Tim
o “While she doesn’t consider herself a politically active person, Ms. Leinbach said she felt
compelled to speak out against the tariffs soon after they were announced, and later
connected with the Main Street Alliance, a progressive small business advocacy group
that helped organize the news conference to further amplify her story.”

emper viarkey Mo rtual J QN WILN Mall DUSINEG Owne

o "Today, Main Street Alliance members Beth Benike of Busy Baby, Jen Faigel of the
Commonwealth Kitchen, and Shayna Ferullo of Snowy Owl shared their personal stories
with Sen. Markey about the impact of the Trump Tariffs. Without small business relief,
shelves are going to go empty and entrepreneurs will go bankrupt. That's why MSA
strongly supports Sen. Markey's 'Small Business Liberation Act' and urges members of
the US Senate to co-sponsor this essential legislation,"” said Shawn Phetteplace,
National Campaigns Director, Main Street Alliance.

Media
e Tariffs thr n Maryland veteran’s small in for NN Busin

e 'One of the largest tax increases in U.S. history': MMAC president on tariff situation [Former GOP.

lawmaker and local Chamber leader speaks out]



https://drive.google.com/file/d/18wtPduN1Zc6914TAuOTcPia5xnWLerhk/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/hVizWiTpnwY?si=G3RJnj8K-zy39N5z
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/21/business/video/the-lead-dog-wear-sweater-harness-leash-collar-tariffs-small-business-donald-trump-jake-tapper
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/business/2025/05/18/tariffs-could-bankrupt-akron-based-earthquaker-devices-ceo-julie-robbins-us-senate-testimony/83647692007/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/us/tariffs-democrats-small-business.html
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/ranking-member-markey-hosts-virtual-discussion-with-small-business-owners-on-the-impacts-of-trumps-tariffs
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/ranking-member-markey-hosts-virtual-discussion-with-small-business-owners-on-the-impacts-of-trumps-tariffs
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/ranking-member-markey-hosts-virtual-discussion-with-small-business-owners-on-the-impacts-of-trumps-tariffs
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/21/business/video/the-lead-dog-wear-sweater-harness-leash-collar-tariffs-small-business-donald-trump-jake-tapper
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/business/2025/04/16/mmacs-kooyenga-says-businesses-are-scared-to-speak-up-on-tariffs/83044747007/
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e How Economic Uncertainty Can Lead To Recession [Time Magazine]
e Coffee shop owner says Trump tariff policy is creating a lot of ‘uncertainty’ for his business [Fox
News]

e Trump tariffs have small businesses bracing for ‘the end, freezing overseas orders: ‘Huge

amount of strain’ [NY Post]

e Republican to introduce bill to limit Trump's tariff powers [Spectrum News]

e o Small Businesses Can't Absorb Tariffs' Costs, So Prices Will Go Up [Civic Media

e Momentum Growing: Large and Small Business Orgs Line Up Behind Bipartisan Cantwell Trade
Bill D ncern n Consumer Will RIi he Announ nkE he Nation
[Face the Nation]

e 'Dumbest' Recession Ever: Democrats Prepare To Make GOP Pay For Trump’s Tariffs [Huffington
Post

e Small Businesses Face a ‘Tornado’ of Challenges: Cuts, Freezes and Now Tariffs [NY Times]

e Trump tariff flip-flop is madness; Idaho’s Crapo can be silent no more | Opinion

e Small Business will Suffer (Hour 2) [Civic Media]

e Extreme Market Instability Hurts All Of Us (Hour 1) [Civic Media

o Jlver ffee for 2 rs. The in was in denial Trump's tariffs until th

e Coffee drinkers brace for record prices as tariffs hit [The Telegraph

e The consumer tariff tax is here. Coffee shops are starting to raise prices. [Business Insider]

e Cantwell, Colleagues Demand Reversal of Chaotic and Destructive Tariffs that Could Devastate
U.S. Small Busi [Offi S . 0

e Senator Schumer Statement that references MSA's efforts [Office of Senator Schumer]

e Small businesses plead for relief from crushing costs of Trump’s tariff war — here’s how they’re

in weather storm [NY POST

o HowT 's Policies Are Wrecking Your Coffee (Hour 2) [CIVIC MEDIA]

e Washington business leaders discuss tariff impacts [KIRO 7, Seattle TV]

e WA business owners detail higher costs since Trump tariffs [Seattle Times]



https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=gM0n-8S5QX37r0k5&v=n_o2C7X9Vvk&feature=youtu.be
https://time.com/7276190/economic-uncertainty-tariffs-recession/
https://www.foxnews.com/video/6371324660112
https://nypost.com/2025/04/08/business/trump-tariffs-have-small-businesses-bracing-for-the-end-freezing-orders/
https://nypost.com/2025/04/08/business/trump-tariffs-have-small-businesses-bracing-for-the-end-freezing-orders/
https://baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2025/04/07/president-trump-tariffs-congress-rep--don-bacon-house-senate-cantwell-grassley-bill-legislation
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/news/press-releases/momentum-growing-large-and-small-business-orgs-line-up-behind-bipartisan-cantwell-trade-bill-due-to-concerns-costs-on-consumer-goods-will-rise-she-announces-on-face-the-nation
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/news/press-releases/momentum-growing-large-and-small-business-orgs-line-up-behind-bipartisan-cantwell-trade-bill-due-to-concerns-costs-on-consumer-goods-will-rise-she-announces-on-face-the-nation
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/democrats-make-gop-pay-trump-tariffs-recession_n_67eea459e4b0c989cefdf544
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/06/business/economy/trump-tariffs-small-business.html
https://www.idahostatesman.com/opinion/editorials/article303877456.html#storylink=cpy
https://civicmedia.us/shows/earl-ingram-show/2025/04/10/2025-04-10-earl-ingram-show-hour-2
https://civicmedia.us/shows/todd-allbaugh-show/2025/04/10/extreme-market-instability-hurts-all-of-us-hour-1
https://www.businessinsider.com/i-sell-coffee-trump-tariffs-disruptive-could-cost-thousands-2025-4
https://www.businessinsider.com/i-sell-coffee-trump-tariffs-disruptive-could-cost-thousands-2025-4
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2025/04/12/coffee-drinkers-brace-for-record-prices-as-tariffs-hit/
https://www.businessinsider.com/coffee-shops-raise-prices-trump-tariffs-2025-4
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/news/press-releases/-cantwell-colleagues-demand-reversal-of-chaotic-and-destructive-tariffs-that-could-devastate-us-small-businesses
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/news/press-releases/-cantwell-colleagues-demand-reversal-of-chaotic-and-destructive-tariffs-that-could-devastate-us-small-businesses
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/schumer-chemung-county-is-on-frontlines-of-tariff-war-raising-prices-for-small-businesses-and-families-across-upstate-ny-standing-at-ward-apparatus-senator-reveals-how-tariffs-are-hurting-local-manufacturers-calls-for-bipartisan-legislation-to-end-costly-trade-war
https://nypost.com/2025/04/14/business/small-businesses-take-it-on-chin-in-trumps-tariff-war-heres-how-theyre-trying-to-weather-storm/
https://nypost.com/2025/04/14/business/small-businesses-take-it-on-chin-in-trumps-tariff-war-heres-how-theyre-trying-to-weather-storm/
https://civicmedia.us/shows/todd-allbaugh-show/2025/04/15/how-trumps-policies-are-wrecking-your-coffee-hour-2
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/washington-business-leaders-discuss-tariff-impacts/4UGJ7J3A5VCPHKQEV6PSPZM4C4/
https://www.seattletimes.com/business/local-business/wa-businesses-detail-higher-costs-since-trump-tariffs/
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Cantwell, Washington business leaders sound alarm on tariff impacts [Puget Sound Business
Journal
Molly Moon Neitzel of Molly Moon’s Homemade Ice Cream Instagram Post

Oronoco business that sells baby mats sees tariffs as ‘sudden death’ [Associated Press]

Tariff uncertainty puts bike store owner into “panic mode” [Associated Press]

Her Business Was Thriving. Then Came the Tariffs. [NY Times]

mall in wner riff W he 'final nail in th ffin' [CNN

US small business owner says China tariffs endanger her company: ‘I could lose my home’ |
Trump tariffs
Minnesota small business owner says tariffs could devastate her business [5 EyeWitness News]

Breaking The Backbone Of America (Hour 2) - Civic Media
Opportunity Wisconsin hosts Rep. Pocan in Town Hall, Rep. Van Orden a no show [WXOW]

Schumer: End Trump Tariffs to Save NY Small Businesses, Jobs - Utica Phoenix

Breaking Through: Medicaid. Maternal Health. How Trump’s Policies Are Hurting All of Us,
Including His Voters [MSA member interview n tariff; Moms Risin

Small Businesses on the Front Lines of the Tariff Wars with Wonderstate Coffee's TJ Semanchin

[Homefront, a Podcast with Lincoln Project co-founder Reed Galen]
Small business owner gets creative to combat tariffs [KTSP]

A Rural MN Business Owner is the Face of U.S. Tariff Turmoil

Trump touts manufacturing while undercutting state efforts to help factories  Stateline
NJ Spotlight News: April 24, 2025, Kelly Conklin, Dean Smith and other MSA members
interviewed
o Instagram post
When ‘Made in America’ Isn’t an Option, Small Business Owners Facing Tariffs Have Nowhere to
Go | National Review
Tariffs could increase prices for coffee businesses across Madison [Tori Gerding
of Ancora Coffee. an MSA biz. Named here]

Representatives Visit Richland Center to Hear About Tariff Impacts

10


https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2025/04/16/cantwell-business-leaders-decry-tariff-impacts.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIj-hjrzAXd/?igsh=MWtqc3Y1aWh2bTMzNw==
https://www.minnpost.com/economy/2025/04/oronoco-baby-products-business-sees-tariffs-as-sudden-death/
https://apnews.com/video/tariff-uncertainty-puts-bike-store-owner-into-panic-mode-e4671593a64d473bb551daee1d6e4935
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/14/podcasts/the-daily/trump-tariff-small-business-busy-baby.html
https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/10/business/video/trump-tariffs-busy-baby-benike-cnc-digvid
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/10/trump-tariffs-small-businesses
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/10/trump-tariffs-small-businesses
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minnesota-small-business-owner-says-tariffs-could-devastate-her-business/
https://civicmedia.us/shows/matenaer-on-air/2025/04/23/breaking-the-backbone-of-america-hour-2
https://www.wxow.com/news/opportunity-wisconsin-hosts-rep-pocan-in-town-hall-rep-van-orden-a-no-show/article_b06c89b0-57a4-433d-9d25-c3e9ec0e9610.html
https://uticaphoenix.net/schumer-end-trump-tariffs-to-save-ny-small-businesses-jobs/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/small-businesses-on-the-front-lines-of-the/id1765927918?i=1000704452775
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/small-business-owner-gets-creative-to-combat-tariffs/?utm_campaign=snd-autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter_KSTP
https://tcbmag.com/a-rural-mn-business-owner-is-the-face-of-u-s-tariff-turmoil/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/20/economy/us-small-businesses-tariffs/index.html
https://stateline.org/2025/04/21/trump-touts-manufacturing-while-undercutting-state-efforts-to-help-factories/
https://www.pbs.org/video/nj-spotlight-news-april-24-2025-1745510107/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DI8vqdJuh8o/?igsh=Y2RxNW82YWw5YXU4
https://www.nationalreview.com/news/when-made-in-america-isnt-an-option-small-business-owners-facing-tariffs-have-nowhere-to-go/?bypass_key=Y1NKZ0d4NkRQM1JBcUdrS3JaZ3VEUT09OjplV0prY0c1NGRVUllUa3RHYlZKbk9HVmtjMjlTWnowOQ%3D%3D
https://www.nationalreview.com/news/when-made-in-america-isnt-an-option-small-business-owners-facing-tariffs-have-nowhere-to-go/?bypass_key=Y1NKZ0d4NkRQM1JBcUdrS3JaZ3VEUT09OjplV0prY0c1NGRVUllUa3RHYlZKbk9HVmtjMjlTWnowOQ%3D%3D
https://captimes.com/food-drink/tariffs-could-increase-prices-for-coffee-businesses-across-madison/article_0539f97e-d52b-4fea-af2f-6ff6242ecce8.html
https://civicmedia.us/news/2025/04/25/representatives-visit-richland-center-to-hear-about-tariff-impacts
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e MSA member Barton O'Brien interviewed on THIS WEEK about the Trump Tariffs
e Will Small Businesses Like Ours Survive a Trade War? | Opinion [TJ Semanchin OP-ED in

Newsweek

e [ Outpost_Campers_Tariff Case_Study 4-30-25.pdf [Case Study on Tariffs by CO business
owner on the impact of tariffs]

e Down on Main Street - WORT-FM 89.9

e Iraq veteran says Trump tariffs sinking her baby products business [NEWSWEEK

e Zumbrota-based business owner to advocate in D.C. for small businesses [KAALTV]
e Theim f tariff n \ in mall in FORBE

e MSNBC: Sen. Amy Klobuchar discusses the story of Beth Benike, Owner of Busy Baby in

Minnesota, on the Last Word with Lawrence O’Donnell

e On Monday, the Senate Democratic Leadership held a press conference, with MSA members

Beth Benike, TJ Semanchin, Amy Leinbach and Allison Vick, rolling out the Small Business
Liberation Act

e NEWS NATION: Small business owners looking to offset tariff costs [WATCH]

e NBC NEWS: Senate Democrats unveil bill to expand startup tax credit for small businesses
e B B Founder k In Washington

e The impact of tariffs can be devastating to small businesses [Forbes]
e ‘Anxiety, turmoil and stress’: Wisconsin coffee shop owners brace for tariffs [WI Independent
e Minnesota small businesses struggling to "survive the tariff crisis"

eir Medici . . .

[CIVIC MEDIA]

e Trump's Tariff Terror and Main Street's Meltdown - Civic Media [CIVIC MEDIA]
e Ranking Member Markey Highligh rushin for Main Str Manuf rer. mall

Busi C . Hearing [US SENATE]
e How Tariff Chaos Is Throwing the Music Gear Industry Into Turmoil [BILLBOARD

e Minnesota Busy Baby business owner: China tariff talks will allow business to continue, for now
[MINNESOTA PUBLIC RADIO]
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQApA7i8xI8u3zyP4eQaxrIhluzAX33Y/view?usp=sharing
https://x.com/ThisWeekABC/status/1916484222576951635
https://www.newsweek.com/will-small-businesses-like-ours-survive-trade-war-opinion-2065200
https://www.wortfm.org/down-on-main-street/
https://www.newsweek.com/iraq-veteran-trump-tariffs-sinking-business-2066940
https://www.kaaltv.com/news/zumbrota-based-business-owner-to-advocate-in-d-c-for-small-businesses/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/geristengel/2025/05/05/the-cost-of-tariffs-on-asian-american-women-owned-importers/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJUFk1iizzw/?igsh=bW8wa3JldXYyc3Zm
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJUFk1iizzw/?igsh=bW8wa3JldXYyc3Zm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcjVhP4kjho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcjVhP4kjho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcjVhP4kjho
https://www.newsnationnow.com/politics/small-business-owners-offset-tariff-costs/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/trump-administration/live-blog/trump-administration-carney-tariffs-immigration-doge-live-updates-rcna204660/rcrd78429?canonicalCard=true
https://www.postbulletin.com/business/busy-baby-founder-speaks-out-against-tariffs-in-washington
https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-lede/what-the-tariffs-have-done-to-a-fledgling-small-business
https://www.forbes.com/sites/geristengel/2025/05/05/the-cost-of-tariffs-on-asian-american-women-owned-importers/
https://wisconsinindependent.com/economy/wisconsin-coffee-shop-owners-brace-for-tariffs/
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/minnesota-small-businesses-trump-china-trade-war-impact/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KU2crF4wOHg&amp;t=323s
https://civicmedia.us/shows/maggie-daun-show/2025/05/14/trumps-tariff-terror-and-main-streets-meltdown
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?id=6301B536-9F00-4165-97BE-FBC181B5E496
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?id=6301B536-9F00-4165-97BE-FBC181B5E496
https://www.billboard.com/pro/how-trump-tariffs-affecting-music-gear-industry/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2025/05/13/minnesota-busy-baby-business-owner-china-tariff-talks-will-allow-business-to-continue-for-now?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR5fdUeUatC8n03wS7HXr8v_Oqkk2fUlwj_A5uTEwiJtu4cfehGR77NHqKWbDA_aem_rpPtGcf-1VgJ-BN6iNvCyA
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Wisconsin coffee roaster warns of price hikes amid tariff uncertainty [WISCONSIN PUBLIC
RADIQ]

With trade war pause. Minnesota firms rush to place orders from China. remaining wary of what’s
next [MINNESOTA STAR TRIBUNE]

Why Small Businesses Are Still Counting the Damage, Despite Tariff Policy Changes [INC]

Ice cream without chocolate? Tariffs leave some small businesses scrambling. [WASHINGTON
POST]

For Seattle ice cream shop owner, tariffs are far from sweet [KNKX Public Radio]

Tariffs making operations 'less feasible' to handle: Small business owner | [NewsNation Now

How do you plan anything as a business?’: MN small business owner struggling under Trump's
tariffs IMSNBC]

My Point of View: More and more are speaking up against Trump, Finstad - Albert Lea Tribune

Mount Horeb cidery, restaurant begins to feel impact of tariffs [CNN]

Some small businesses are swearing off tariff price hikes. It's costing them [NBC News]
A lock Trum riffs, small in wner r h NPR

Uncertainty persists for Minnesota farmers, businesses as courts toggle tariffs [MINNESOTA
STAR TRIBUNE]

Americans are pulling back as tariff turmoil adds to economic uncertainty [WAPO

US business owners cheer court ruling on Trump’s tariffs— but still hedge their bets as chaotic
battle plays out in courts [NY POST]

Absorb, Minimize, or Cheat: How Businesses Are Handling Tariffs [INC]

Tariff Terror and Political Cons - Civic Media

mall in nder Trump’s tariffs: ‘I'm nary that my own government h ne thi
me’
We launched a startup and lived the American dream. Now Trump's tariffs are killing our small
business | Opinion
Creator of "Randimals” toys explains tariff shipping impacts [CNN
Tariff di ion ripples { I . busi [CNN Busi ]

The tariffs that were supposed to help us [Insight on Business]
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https://www.wpr.org/news/wisconsin-coffee-roaster-warns-of-price-hikes-amid-tariff-uncertainty
https://www.startribune.com/trump-tariffs-pause-china-minnesota-reaction/601349718
https://www.startribune.com/trump-tariffs-pause-china-minnesota-reaction/601349718
https://www.inc.com/kit-eaton/why-small-businesses-are-still-counting-the-damage-despite-tariff-policy-changes/91187794
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/05/12/trump-tariffs-small-businesses/
https://www.knkx.org/business/2025-05-05/seattle-ice-cream-molly-moon-tariffs-port-of-seattle-trade-uncertainty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udxAaxBiIpw
https://youtu.be/4Cg7vR7xtfg
https://youtu.be/4Cg7vR7xtfg
https://www.albertleatribune.com/2025/05/my-point-of-view-more-and-more-are-speaking-up-against-trump-finstad/
https://youtu.be/ZIsiVkpu4TU
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/small-businesses-are-swearing-tariff-price-hikes-costing-rcna205395
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/30/nx-s1-5415763/trump-tariffs-blocked-small-businesses-refunds
https://www.startribune.com/uncertainty-persists-for-minnesota-farmers-businesses-as-courts-toggle-tariffs/601363936
https://wapo.st/4dL8Egu
https://nypost.com/2025/05/29/business/us-business-owners-cheer-court-ruling-on-trumps-tariffs-but-still-hedge-their-bets-as-chaotic-battle-plays-out-in-courts/
https://nypost.com/2025/05/29/business/us-business-owners-cheer-court-ruling-on-trumps-tariffs-but-still-hedge-their-bets-as-chaotic-battle-plays-out-in-courts/
https://www.inc.com/bruce-crumley/absorb-minimize-or-cheat-how-businesses-are-handling-tariffs/91195571
https://civicmedia.us/shows/maggie-daun-show/2025/06/03/tariff-terror-and-political-cons
https://youtu.be/paSMOSgxauo
https://youtu.be/paSMOSgxauo
https://www.statesman.com/story/opinion/columns/your-voice/2025/06/26/launched-startup-lived-the-american-dream-now-trump-tariffs-are-killing-our-small-business-opinion/84371248007/?itm_campaign=confirmation&itm_content=news&itm_medium=onsite&itm_source=onsite
https://www.statesman.com/story/opinion/columns/your-voice/2025/06/26/launched-startup-lived-the-american-dream-now-trump-tariffs-are-killing-our-small-business-opinion/84371248007/?itm_campaign=confirmation&itm_content=news&itm_medium=onsite&itm_source=onsite
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/03/business/video/the-lead-nick-harman-president-trump-tariffs-trade-war-small-business-tapper
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/23/business/video/the-lead-small-business-lights-tariffs-donald-trump-jake-tapper?fbclid=IwQ0xDSwLwyCBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHodNF3rEoYd2Ynu7ljamUuoGOwFYz_XWMt7dOgYoOqbu6gn30HlkGmITm81H_aem_QtZDFix7xWgo-bR4u_R2eA
https://www.insightonbusiness.com/insightonmanufacturing/articles/insightfrom/the-tariffs-that-were-supposed-to-help-us/article_f6f73899-8d01-4128-bb7f-033605ddd30b.html
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Tariffs are set to undermine the heart of Idaho’s economy  Idaho Capital Sun

Morrison highlights small-business concerns over tariffs [LOCAL NEWS]

How a Virginia tea shop owner is navigating tariffs [MARKETPLACE]
Trump’s trade war returns America to the 1930s [UK TELEGRAPH] (Richard Trent and Beth

Benike interviewed)

How Trump Is Making Things Tough for Small Businesses [Richard Trent interviewed]

1 's Tariffs Are Still Hurting Wi inites (H 1) - Civic Medi

Pappas Introduces Legislation to Exempt Small Businesses from Trump Tariffs on Canada |
Congressman Chris Pappas

As New Wave of Tariffs Go into Effect, Senator Murray, WA Businesses. Econ Experts Highlight
How Trump’s Trade War is Raising Costs for American Families & Hurting Businesses - Senator
Patty Murray

Budgeted $30K... Got a $230K Tariff &

U.S. Sen. Baldwin: Wraps up first week of “Fighting for Wisconsin Families” tour
Tariffs: n hina extend tr. r line for another BB

'It's a lie!' Small-business owner breaks down over Trump tariffs [CNN]

My Workers Voted For Trumg Now They'’re Absorbmg the ImQact [Washington Post

o Pros and cons of tarlffs for Northeast OhIO busmess owners | Sound of Ideas (Features MSA
member Julie Robbins)

Small Businesses Gear Up for Tariff Fight at Supreme Court, NYTimes (Features MSA member
Julie Robbins)

member Julre Robblns)

Small business owners are feeling the pressure of tariffs and a crowded labor market. NPR

Ahead of Tariff Rulmq Businesses Race to Secure Refunds (Features MSA member Sarah

Wells)
Virginia shoppers pulling back on holiday spending (Features MSA member Sarah Wells
In rem rt tariff refunds would make ‘am rable. immediate difference.’ in

owners say (Features MSA member Sarah Wells)

Small businesses cut 120,000 jobs in November, ADP says (Features MSA Director Richard
Trent
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TBnb0teUTk
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2025/07/11/tariffs-are-set-to-undermine-the-heart-of-idahos-economy/
https://www.hometownsource.com/abc_newspapers/community/anoka/morrison-highlights-small-business-concerns-over-tariffs/article_dd907ef9-a857-4713-8cf1-d2f37c35a86b.html
https://www.marketplace.org/story/2025/07/15/how-tariffs-are-affecting-a-virginia-tea-shop
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/gift/0cce9132449cd24a
https://www.nextavenue.org/how-trump-is-making-things-tough-for-small-businesses/
https://civicmedia.us/shows/todd-allbaugh-show/2025/08/05/trumps-tariffs-are-still-hurting-wisconsinites-hour-1
https://pappas.house.gov/media/press-releases/pappas-introduces-legislation-to-exempt-small-businesses-from-trump-tariffs-on-canada
https://pappas.house.gov/media/press-releases/pappas-introduces-legislation-to-exempt-small-businesses-from-trump-tariffs-on-canada
https://www.murray.senate.gov/as-new-wave-of-tariffs-go-into-effect-senator-murray-wa-businesses-econ-experts-highlight-how-trumps-trade-war-is-raising-costs-for-american-families-hurting-businesses/
https://www.murray.senate.gov/as-new-wave-of-tariffs-go-into-effect-senator-murray-wa-businesses-econ-experts-highlight-how-trumps-trade-war-is-raising-costs-for-american-families-hurting-businesses/
https://www.murray.senate.gov/as-new-wave-of-tariffs-go-into-effect-senator-murray-wa-businesses-econ-experts-highlight-how-trumps-trade-war-is-raising-costs-for-american-families-hurting-businesses/
https://youtu.be/tVo2uCprQlk
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/u-s-sen-baldwin-wraps-up-first-week-of-fighting-for-wisconsin-families-tour/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cg7jjkvzmkxo
https://www.rawstory.com/trump-tariffs-2673909426/#
https://wapo.st/45YzxK8
https://www.marketplace.org/story/2025/10/08/tariffs-forced-this-virginia-tea-shop-to-raise-prices
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/04/us/politics/tariffs-supreme-court-small-business.html
https://www.marketplace.org/story/2025/11/07/small-business-owners-feel-pressure-from-tariffs-and-labor-market
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/03/business/supreme-court-tariff-ruling-refunds.html
https://vadogwood.com/2025/12/02/virginia-shoppers-pulling-back-on-holiday-spending/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Virginia%20Capital%2037&utm_term=Dogwood%20-%20Virginia%20Capital%20-%20Entire%20List
https://news.northeastern.edu/2025/11/25/supreme-court-trump-tariff-ruling-refunds/
https://news.northeastern.edu/2025/11/25/supreme-court-trump-tariff-ruling-refunds/
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy/adp-jobs-november-losses-rcna247137
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Ahead of Small Business Saturday, U.S. Rep. Kelly Morrison Introduces Bill to Provide Immediate
Tariff Relief to Small Businesses (Features MSA Director Richard Trent)

Virginia entrepreneurs tell Congressman Walkinshaw tariffs are pushing them to the brink

Q ized by Main S Al )

Companies seek refunds from tariffs as Supreme Court decision looms (Features MSA member
Beth Benike)

Small Biz. Big Healthcare Bills. (Hour 3) - Civic Media (Features MSA Director Richard Trent
WARNER & COLLEAGUES INTRODUCE LEGISLATION TO REFUND SMALL BUSINESSES
FOR TRUMP TARIFFES - Falls Church News-Press Online (Features MSA Director Richard Trent)
Trump’s tariffs are choking small US manufacturers — even those making music magqic (Features
MSA member Julie Robbins)
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http://morrison.house.gov/media/press-releases/ahead-small-business-saturday-us-rep-kelly-morrison-introduces-bill-provide
http://morrison.house.gov/media/press-releases/ahead-small-business-saturday-us-rep-kelly-morrison-introduces-bill-provide
https://www.dcnewsnow.com/sunrise-on-the-hill/virginia-entrepreneurs-tell-walkinshaw-tariffs-are-pushing-them-to-the-brink/
https://civicmedia.us/shows/mornings-with-pat-kreitlow/2025/12/08/small-biz-big-healthcare-bills-hour-3
https://www.fcnp.com/2025/09/12/warner-colleagues-introduce-legislation-to-refund-small-businesses-for-trump-tariffs/
https://www.fcnp.com/2025/09/12/warner-colleagues-introduce-legislation-to-refund-small-businesses-for-trump-tariffs/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/dec/17/music-manufacture-industry-trump-tariff
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