
November 12, 2025 

  

To: ​ Minnesota Senate Rules Committee - Subcommittee on Federal Impact on Minnesotans 
and Economic Stability 

From:​ Offices of Undergraduate and Graduate Education 

Re: ​ International student trends 

Members of the Subcommittee, 

For your awareness, please find the information below providing recent information regarding 
application trends for the University’s international student population in 2025.  

Undergraduate 

While the next admission cycle for the Fall 2026 remains open and numbers are subject to 
change, there are positive signs of current demand among prospective undergraduate 
international students. The deadline for these students to apply is January 1, 2026, and as of 
this letter applications from this segment looks to have increased within the range of 20-25% 
over last year. While these numbers are still fluid, they indicate continued strong interest and 
demand. 

Graduate 

Overall, international applications to the Graduate School’s Admissions Office are down 31% to 
date from last year. For further context, there are 54 University of Minnesota PhD programs 
where international students comprise more than one third of the enrollment. For 32 programs it 
is more than half, and for 16 it is more than two thirds. At the Masters’ degree level, international 
students make up more than 50% of cohorts in 8 programs. 

These numbers represent a snapshot in time, and we would acknowledge that several factors 
will go into a student’s final enrollment decisions. Our offices are happy to facilitate additional 
conversations around these trends or provide final updates for the coming year once that 
information is available. Thank you for your interest in this issue. 

 Respectfully submitted,  

Gregory Sneed, Vice Provost for Enrollment Management 

Scott Lanyon, Vice Provost and Dean of Graduate Education  

 


