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MDA’s Mission

"Our mission is to enhance all Minnesotans’ quality of life by 
equitably ensuring the integrity of our food supply, the health of 

our environment, and the strength and resilience of our 
agricultural economy.“

Our three general areas of responsibility include:
• Protecting our food supply
• Protecting our natural resources
• Promoting and building our agricultural economy



Dairy & Meat Inspection Division

What we do:

• Ensure the safety of the food supply by conducting regulatory-based inspection work 
for dairy, meat, poultry, and egg products

• Ensure dairy and meat products and our associated regulatory programs meet the 
standards necessary for commerce

• Interstate commerce of dairy products

• Intrastate commerce of meat and poultry products

• Respond to emergencies and outbreaks



Dairy & Meat Inspection Federal Impacts

• Meat and Poultry Inspection Program operates with "up to" 50% funds from 
USDA Food Safety Inspection Service

• Cooperative agreements for FFY 2026 were signed by state, but as of now are unfunded

• MDA has sufficient state funding to cover operations until March 2026

• MDA Inspection operations and lab budget outlook is unknown – until federal funding level 
is known

• In-plant meat and poultry inspection work is "essential" at USDA

• Dairy Inspection receives no federal funding for inspection operations and have 
not been affected



Food & Feed Safety Division

What we do:

• Ensure the safety of the food supply through work with produce 
growers, and human and animal food manufacturers, distributors, and 
retailers

• Maintain inventories of regulated human and animal food operations

• Conduct assessments to regulatory standards for human and animal foods 
products and handling activities

• Enforce regulatory requirements by ensuring human and animal food safety 
violations are corrected 

• Respond to food-related emergencies and outbreaks



Food & Feed Safety Federal Impacts

• Work at MDA has not been disrupted due to the federal shutdown

• MDA does concurrent inspections with FDA

• All FDA activities related to imminent threats to the safety of human life or 
protection of property would continue (includes foodborne illness)

• New facilities that require USDA inspections do not have access to inspections



Federal Impacts

Dr. Brian Hoefs | State Veterinarian & Executive Director



Board of Animal Health Overview

The mission of the Minnesota Board of Animal Health is to protect the 
health of the state’s domestic animals through education and cooperation 

with veterinarians, producers, owners and communities.

• Established in 1903 as the Minnesota Live Stock Sanitary Board

• Detect and contain disease through routine surveillance and tracking of 
livestock movements. Respond to animal diseases in livestock and 
companion animals

• The BAH is guided by a 7-member board appointed by the Governor
• The board elects a president and vice-president, and annually appoints a veterinarian 

to serve as the state veterinarian and executive director
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HPAI Minnesota Situation as of 10/28/25
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• Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) is a contagious viral disease 
of domestic and wild birds

• HPAI strains are deadly to domestic poultry and can wipe out entire 
flocks within a matter of days

• HPAI is spread in part by migrating wild birds
• Fall and spring migrations see increased HPAI cases

• 51 affected counties
• 208 NSVL confirmed H5 HPAI
• First case detected this fall in was September 16

• March 25, 2022 was first detection of this outbreak
• According to the CDC, Recent Bird Flu Infections in U.S. Wild Birds and 

Poultry Pose a Low Risk to the Public
• The state HPAI response is tracked on the BAH’s website at: 

https://bah.state.mn.us/hpai 

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/h5-monitoring/
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/h5-monitoring/
https://bah.state.mn.us/hpai


HPAI National Situation (last 30 days)
as of 10/29/25
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Minnesota is the #1 turkey 
producer in the country and 

home to 10,000 lakes.



Other Disease of Note

• African Swine Fever (ASF)
• African swine fever is a contagious and deadly viral swine disease affecting domestic and feral swine of 

all ages

• Monitoring sightings of feral swine on our northern border – no ASF in United States

• New World Screwworm (NWS)
• Is a devastating pest; fly larvae burrow into the flesh of living animals and cause serious damage

• Can infest livestock, pets, wildlife, occasionally birds, and in rare cases, people

• Avian Metapneumovirus (aMPV)
• Is a viral upper respiratory disease affected poultry and there is no treatment and significant mortality

• Weakens birds’ immune system leaving them more susceptible to other bacterial or viral infections

• Is not considered a Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) and producers do not get paid indemnity 
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Other Diseases of Note cont.

• Canine brucellosis

• Canine brucellosis is a disease found in dogs and caused by the bacterium, Brucella canis

• It is zoonotic, and infected dogs can spread the disease to people

• Dogs determined by the BAH to be infected with Brucella canis must be euthanized or permanently 
quarantined and isolated from other dogs not known to be infected

• Rabies

• Rabies is a preventable viral disease of mammals that affects the central nervous system causing 
encephalopathy leading to death

• It is almost always transmitted through the bite of a rabid animal

• Minnesota is one of 8 states that does not have a mandatory rabies vaccines for cats and dogs
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Other Federal Impacts

• HPAI response is considered essential and USDA is assisting

• 20% of the BAH’s funding comes from the federal government

• Federal funding is not guaranteed each fiscal year

• Minnesota does have permanent USDA staff in-state

• Local Veterinary Medical Officers (VMO) in the field = 4

• Some VMOs deploy to assist other states

• USDA contingency plan for federal shutdown has been removed from website
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Thank You!
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