
   
 

   
 

October 15, 2025 

To: Committee on Rules and Administration - Subcommittee on the Federal Impact on 

Minnesotans and Economic Stability 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

My name is Tracie Fogelson. My husband and I live in Byron. I will never forget hearing 

the words, "You have cancer," 13 years ago. With the care of doctors and coverage 

from my insurance, I survived cancer. 

Then, my husband was forced into early retirement in 2023 after 30 years with his 

company. We went from full-time employment with benefits to a six-month severance 

and no insurance since I am an independent contractor. Our retirement plan was 

destroyed before we could even be eligible for Medicare. 

We currently purchase a plan through MNSure, but the tax credit of more than $1,500 

per month is set to go away. If that happens, we will not be able to pay our premium. 

We will be uninsured, forcing me to forego my cancer screenings, physical therapy, and 

other therapies. 

I survived cancer. I want to continue to survive cancer, but I need health insurance to do 

it. Please understand the impact of these changes on families like mine as you consider 

your next steps. 

Thank you! 

Tracie Fogelson 

Byron, Minnesota 

 


