


Fast
Facts

The ERTC was built to train firefighters and emergency
response teams in NE Minnesota and regions beyond.
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) financially
supported and helped design the 100+ acre facility. It
was commissioned in 1994 and operated by Duluth
Technical College (known now as Lake Superior College).

Every year, the Emergency Response Training Center (ERTC)
trains approximately 3,500 participants in various positions
of trust in the emergency and safety/security response fields.
They come from not just the Duluth and NE Minnesota area
but from neighboring states. Users save money by hot
traveling outside of the region for training.

In a Typical Year, the ERTC...

Trains 60 credit-based students in
the Firefighting program

* Hosts the Regional Fire Training * Hosts over 150 federal

Academy with 90 attendees government agency officers (such
as Homeland Security and the
FBI) for improvised material

Trains 80 credit-based students in * Partners with over 800 NE

the EMT program Minnesota firefighters for training
whole-department live burn
+ Holds training classes for 900 training + Welcomes over 200 military

non-credit students in the
firefighting profession from
volunteer local and regional fire
departments

Trains 80 Fire Equipment
Operators, mostly volunteer
regional fire departments.

Trains 80 Fire Officers from a mix
of full-time and volunteer regional
fire departments.

+ Trains 125 local and regional law
enforcement departments on
critical skills (not counting the
on-site gun range)

+ Holds training for 75 security
professionals from various
private security agencies

members from various branches
for a variety of training

Contracts with large corporations
for employee safety training,
with an average of 500
participants

Trains 500 participants for
CPR/First Aid Certification

Trains 90 participants for
Commercial Driver Training



Why Do Outside Groups
Like to Use the ERTC?

+ Duluth amenities are attractive for
trainees and their families, especially
multi-day training

ERTC has security features and large
outdoor areas designed for unique
and safe training exercises

Lake Superior College's status as a
public higher education institution
appeals to other government entities
and many community-minded
organizations

Prices for contract training and facilities
rentals are reasonable and affordable

Expert ERTC staff and faculty trainers
customize training to meet needs
without overselling

* Indoor classrooms and equipment are
cost effective and maintained to
industry standards

* Burn area simulations of house and
vehicle fires are realistic and safe

Importance of First
Responder Training
* Quality and meaningful training

translates into effective public
service

Performance skills learned during
basic academy sessions are
perishable and must be practiced
and refreshed to maintain quick
response actions in crisis situations

+ Appropriate facilities foster the
development of highly specialized
hands-on skills




History
PFAS at
Facility
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The facility’s central feature was a six-acre burn site
for Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting skills training.
Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF) - a fire
suppressant used to fight flammable liquid fires was
utilized. AFFF contained a variety of PFAS compounds
which emerging data suggest may increase the risk
of serious health problems, including cancer.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) reviewed
the project plans prior to construction. AFFF was
used from 1994 to 2013 consistent with industry
standards. The hazards presented were not well
understood during the time it was in use, nor were
there Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or
MPCA regulations governing the use of AFFF.

PFAS was first detected by MPCA in surface water
and soil surrounding the ERTC in 2009-2010.
Additional PFAS testing was performed by MPCA in
2019 and 2022, which found elevated levels in
surface waters of Sargent Creek which borders the
burn site.






