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College Access Work  

• Ensuring equitable access to all of Minnesota’s quality post-secondary 
institutions is an essential part of OHE’s Strategic Plan 

• Access to post-secondary programs is critical to meeting Minnesota’s 
attainment goal 

• Ensuring equitable access requires:
• Building awareness of Minnesota’s post-secondary options 
• Providing information and support for students and families as they navigate 

the college exploration, admissions, selection, and financial aid processes
• Working with k-12, higher education, and community stakeholders to identify 

barriers, opportunities for collaboration, and areas for increased support from 
the state



College Access Work 

• Outreach to students and families:
• Events include student success conferences, educational presentations with 

community organizations and high schools, and state-wide virtual information sessions 
through the Minnesota Goes to College network. 

• Examples: Fall 2024 Get Ready Student Conference (200 students), informational meeting with 
Move Forward (program for unhoused youth), and 2024 Native American College Fair (1,200 
students from across MN)

• Outreach to K-12, college access, and higher ed staff:
• Activities include 

• managing a state-wide newsletter about college-going activities and trainings, 
• providing logistical support to high schools who are offering college application and financial aid 

events for students
• producing relevant print and digital materials about key college access topics like financial aid, 

scholarship, choosing a college, and more



College Access Work

• Lumina “Connect to College Grant”
• Activities include college visits for high school students, regional counselor convenings, and 

creation of new materials related to financial aid and Direct Admissions

• Get Ready (GEAR UP grant funded through Department of Education)
• Served approximately 7,500 students across 14 capacity-building schools and 28 additional 

schools statewide during last grant cycle
• Activities include academic tutoring, career exploration, college visits, success coaching, 

support for completing admissions and financial aid applications
• Professional development for high school staff 
• Outcomes:

• Four out of seven partner schools saw increases in FAFSA completion rates
• Five out of seven partner schools saw substantially increased college enrollment rates

 



FAFSA Outreach 

• Ready, Set, FAFSA! 
• Virtual financial aid information series for students and families, we saw 1,300 unique 

registrations for the October series and 939 unique registrations for the January series 

• Financial aid outreach to K-12 and college staff 
• OHE offers biannual virtual trainings on state financial aid programs, North Star Promise 

trainings, and community educational support around financial literacy 

• FAFSA completion event support for students and families 
• Examples: Staffing the 2024 OHE state fair booth with financial aid professionals, virtual 

FAFSA completion events during summer 2024, and on-site event support for College 
Possible FAFSA beta testing in October 2024

• Upcoming financial aid event planned on March 4th in Duluth, MN for greater Duluth area



Direct Admissions: Overview

• Minnesota’s pro-active admissions program
• The most comprehensive direct admissions model in the US
• Program goals:

• Reduce anxiety around “will I get in?” 
• Close attainment gaps
• Promote a college-going culture throughout the state
• Increase the number of students enrolling in college immediately after high school
• Show students that they have access to a certificate, associate degree, or bachelor's degree if 

they choose to further their education
• Increase the number of students staying in Minnesota for college
• Connect students, families, and schools with colleges and universities earlier, giving families time 

to consider their options and plan
• Increase knowledge and awareness of options around college affordability to high school seniors 



Direct Admissions: Program Overview

• Student can decide which school they want to attend based on 
those offers of admissions and then apply for free through 
waived application fees.

• There are 55 Minnesota colleges and universities participating, 
both public and private.

• The program continues to work toward full scale 
implementation. 

– Year 1: 46 high schools participating, representing 28 
counties 

– Year 2: 120 high schools participating, representing 42 
counties 

– Year 3: 182 high schools participating, representing 56 
counties 

• The program could benefit up to 32,224 high school seniors.

– 45% of whom are students of color, and 

– 37% of whom are eligible for Free or Reduced Price Meals



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 Student Demographics



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 Student Demographics



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 Student Demographics



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 FAFSA Completion



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 FAFSA Completion



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 FAFSA Completion



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 College Enrollment



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 College Enrollment



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 College Enrollment



Direct Admissions: 2023-2024 College Enrollment



Direct Admissions: 2024-2025 Participating Cohort (in progress)

• For the current program year of 2024-2025:
• 182 participating high schools enroll an estimated 31,172 senior students at 56 counties 

across the state. 
• Almost half of enrolled seniors (43%) at participating schools are Black, Indigenous, and 

students of color.  
• Over a third of enrolled seniors (36%) at participating schools are eligible for free and 

reduced-price meals. 

• 100 high schools are located in the seven county Twin Cities region of Anoka, 
Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott and Washington counties.

• Among students enrolled in grade 12 at a participating high school in 2024-2025, 
53% of students attended a school in the 7-county Twin Cities region.



Direct Admissions: 2024-2025 Participating Cohort (in progress)

• Data is still incoming, and so far as of January 31st, we have 168 high schools reporting.  
• 69 more school compared to this point in time last year
• Last year’s 2023-2024 cohort ended at 115.

• We’ve received 47,629 requests for proactive admission from 7,314 students.  
• In terms of requests for proactive admission, this is 16,126 more than 1/25/2024, 

• Last year’s 2023-2024 cohort ended at 34,751
• The median number of selections in last year’s cohort was four responses for proactive 

admission. Of all students responding, 85% chose ten or less institutions to request proactive 
admission to, and 18% chose only one institution. 

• For number of unduplicated students taking advantage of the program, this number is 2,802 
more than 1/25/2024, and last year’s cohort 2023-2024 ended at 4,975.

• Report “census date” is January 17th, 2025.
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Direct Admissions: Looking Forward

• Continue to scale:
• Add 100 additional high schools to the upcoming year’s cohort of participants, bringing 

the number of participating high schools to around 300 in 2025-2026, 
• Continue to incorporate private/parochial high schools who have interest in the 

program.  
• Broaden alternative learning centers/program, online high school, tribal affiliated, and 

competency-based high schools’ participation;
• Continue to make program more streamline for both K-12 and college partners through 

technology enhancements and program simplification where possible 
• Continue to build a broader Direct Admissions community including collaborations with 

college access groups, foundations, and other interested stakeholders
• Continue to strengthen messages around importance of financial aid and value of 

Minnesota opportunities 



Questions?


