AMERICAN INDIAN FAMILY CENTER

Where American Indian families thrive!

February 24, 2025
Re: Support for SF1548/HF1276
Dear Lawmakers:

The American Indian Family Center strongly supports the modification to Northstar Care for Children for
foster children under the age of 6 who reach permanency with relatives or within the Minnesota Indian
Family Preservation Act (MIFPA) placement preferences.

The American Indian Family Center provides culturally grounded services to families facing numerous
challenges. Having the opportunity to fill this gap would be incredibly beneficial for those we serve, and
for the community.

When children six and older in the Northstar Care for Children program reach permanency they continue
to receive the same financial benefits they received while in foster care. For children under the age of six
this benefit decreases by 50%. This lack of financial support negatively impacts younger children and
their families, especially low-income relatives that have important non-financial resources and the child’s
best interests at heart but may not have the financial resources to care for them long-term.

Increased financial benefits are essential for Fosters to maintain stability with their relative care providers.
Fosters with greater financial support are less likely to have permanency delayed, be moved to non-
relative homes outside of their communities, or reengage with the child welfare system.

In 2023, approximately 45% of the 490 children waiting for adoption were siblings who needed to be
adopted together (DHS-4746-ENG 11-24: Adoption: Finding families for Minnesota’s waiting children).
Sibling connections are often most people’s longest relationship in life and provide a protective factor for
Fosters. Equalizing Northstar Care for Children benefits for children who reach permanency with
relatives will ensure relatives are financially supported in caring for sibling groups and keeping them
together.

This modification to Northstar Care for Children ensures that Fosters have the opportunity to grow up in
supportive, stable homes and maintain connections to their families and communities. Thank you for
supporting this legislation and your continuing efforts to improve the experiences of Fosters.

Sincerely,
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Kristin Kinney
Executive Director
651-793-3803




