
 

   

Minnesota County  

Engineers Association 
 

1360 University Avenue West, Suite 131 • St. Paul, MN 55104 
 

mncountyengineers.org 
 

 
PRESIDENT 

LYNDON ROBJENT 
Public Works Director 

County Engineer 
Carver County 

11360 Highway 212 
Cologne, MN 55322 

(612) 247-6348 
lrobjent@carvercountymn.gov 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 
RYAN THILGES 

Public Works Director 
County Engineer 

Blue Earth County 
35 Map Drive | PO Box 3083 

Mankato, MN 56002 
(507) 304-4031 

ryan.thilges@blueearthcountymn.gov 
 

TREASURER 
KEITH BERNDT 
County Engineer 
Norman County 

814 East Main Street 
Ada, MN 56510 
(218) 784-5443 

keith.berndt@co.norman.mn.us 
 

SECRETARY 
CHRIS BYRD 

Public Works Director 
County Engineer 
Benton County 

PO Box 247 
Foley, MN 56329 
(320) 968-5054 

cbyrd@co.benton.mn.us 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
MEL ODENS 

Public Works Director 
County Engineer 

Kandiyohi County 
1801 Hwy 12 East 

Willmar, MN 56201 
(320) 235-3266 ext. 4105 

mel.odens@kcmn.us 
 

 
 

AFFILIATED WITH 
 

 

March 24, 2025 
 
Sen. Scott Dibble, Chair 
Senate Transportation Committee 
 
Chair Dibble and Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of the Minnesota County Engineers Association (MCEA), we appreciate 
the opportunity to share comments on Senate File 1102 (Jasinski) which establishes 
a speed limit on Steele County State-Aid Highway (CSAH) 12 in the City of Medford.  
 
The safety of all roadway users is central to the mission of Minnesota's county 
engineers. MCEA has a long-standing platform position supporting the exclusive 
role of the Commissioner of Transportation in establishing speed zones on all 
roadways. We support the process established by Minnesota Statutes 169.14, Subd. 
5 which ensures an objective and uniform determination of speed limits by 
centralizing such authority with the Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation. 
MCEA opposes any statutory changes that result in a lack of consistency in how 
speed limits are determined across the State of Minnesota, including legislation 
providing exemptions or establishing speed limits for specific counties or specific 
county roadways.  
 
MnDOT recently completed a speed study on this segment of CSAH 12 in response 
to a speed study request from Steele County. The study determined that a lower or 
reduced speed limit was not warranted by roadway conditions. The segment of 
CSAH 12 in question is designed as a rural roadway, with full shoulders and 
generous sight lines, and can safely accommodate vehicles traveling at the speed 
limit of 55 miles per hour. Steele County has made recent improvements to this 
section of roadway by adding dedicated left turn lanes at the two school entrances. 
The speed study cited that these improvements to the roadway enhance the safety 
of the facility and are a positive measure, and the Steele County Board retains the 
authority under existing statutes to implement a School Zone speed limit if deemed 
appropriate. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on SF1102 and we look forward 
to continued conversations going forward.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
    

   

 

 
 

Lyndon Robjent, President 
Minnesota County Engineers Association 
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