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April 30, 2025

Senator Matt Klein

2105 Minnesota Senate Building
95 University Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55155

RE: City comments on SF 2229
Dear Sen. Klein,

The City of Cottage Grove appreciates the opportunity to comment in opposition of SF 2229 (Port)
regarding aesthetic mandate limitations, prohibition of minimum parking mandates, disallowance of
municipalities from conditioning approval of permits on the creation of a Homeowners Association
(HOA) and requiring administrative approvals for residential developments.

It is critical that cities have the ability to control architectural standards in residential zoning districts.
The durability of housing materials is necessary to ensure a long-lasting product for residents and
prevent nuisance issues for the community in the future. Architectural standards promote visual
aesthetic appeal and preserve adjacent property values. Architectural standards allow each community
to instill a cohesive look and feel that it is a community identifier while ensuring quality materials are
used to prevent structure degradation. Cities have been loosening architectural requirements in
residential zoning districts to allow the market to drive the housing product and enable more styles and
architectural treatments, however, there still must be a minimum level of architectural standard.

Minimum parking provisions ensure that uses such as multifamily structures account for the vehicular
parking needs of residents and guests. Cities should be allowed to ensure that adequate parking is
provided on each residential lot to ensure that the public roadway is not the main parking area.
Permanent parking in the roadway is a public safety issue, snow plowing issue, and neighborhood
nuisance. The goal of our ordinance is to ensure that two vehicles can park on a residential lot, which is
the number of vehicles a typical household has. In townhome developments we also require visitor
parking to reduce issues with public safety response or blocked roadways. Parking requirements may be
reduced by a municipality but should be done on a case-by-case basis.

The City of Cottage Grove has concerns with the proposed language that does not allow a city to
condition the approval of a permit related to the residential development on the creation of an HOA
based on the inclusion of any service, feature, or common property that necessitates an association. A
lack of appropriate maintenance of private infrastructure can have negative effects on public systems,
and as such, common area infrastructure must have a mechanism to ensure that systems are
maintained, and that property does not become tax-forfeited and become a burden for taxpayers for a
very localized benefit. Examples include maintenance of development identification signage and
landscaping, irrigation, roadways and natural areas that are not owned by the city. These areas should
not be maintained by the city or fall to the taxpayers to maintain as part of private development.
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Common property maintenance provided by HOAs are important to many, including seniors and those
with disabilities. By eliminating the ability for cities to ensure the maintenance of common property, this
could leave vulnerable populations without the options for common property maintenance, snow
removal, and lawn care through the future lack of access to this type of housing. Residents have the
option to decide whether to live in an area that has an HOA or not.

The removal of formal public input from the consideration of residential developments by requiring
administrative approvals greatly reduces transparency with residents during the review process. When
residential subdivisions and developments are reviewed at a formal public hearing, public notice is
required to be sent to all neighbors within 500 feet and posted publicly. While hosting public meetings
in lieu of a public hearing allows the public to voice opinions, the public hearing is held on the record
and comments entered into the official meeting minutes. The City of Cottage Grove has held many
public hearings for residential developments in the past where comments and concerns from neighbors
and residents have been raised and then addressed by staff and applicants. The opinions expressed by
Planning Commission members and the City Council during their public meetings are also important and
have given staff and past applicants direction. The City of Cottage Grove values all public comments and
input and is concerned with the proposed language to remove the ability of the public to speak on
matters that impact them.

Addressing housing affordability and availability is a statewide issue although a one size fits all approach
does not fix the problem. Cities across Minnesota are unique and have distinct local housing needs,
public infrastructure capacity, public services and safety availability, and funding resources. The
proposed bill replaces existing zoning and land use authorities with an overly broad framework that
eliminates the ability for cities to account for local characteristics and to be responsive to local
conditions.

Rigid state-mandated frameworks that lack consideration for how cities pay for and plan for
infrastructure to support new residential density will create serious consequences for cities across the
state. Cities have implemented innovative changes at the local level with community engagement to
address their individual zoning and land use ordinances, provide local resources to ensure affordability,
and create opportunities for new development across the housing spectrum.

For these reasons the City of Cottage Grove urges you to oppose this bill and reaffirm a commitment to
local control and the democratic process.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Myron Bailey

Mayor, City of Cottage Grove



