
Minnesota Senate 
Committee on Education Finance 

Minnesota Senate Building 1150 
Wednesday, March 19, 2025 

8:30 am – 10:30 am 

Members & Support StaƯ 

Chair 
Mary Kunesh 

Vice Chair 
Heather Gustafson 

Ranking Minority Member 
Jason Rarick 

Members 
Doron Clark 
Steve Cwodzinski 
Robert Farnsworth 
Karin Housley 
Michael Kreun 
Andrew Lang 
Eric Lucero 
Erin Maye Quade 
Clare Oumou-Verbeten 
Bonnie Westlin 
 
Committee Administrator 
Emma Zellmer 
Emma.Zellmer@mnsenate.gov 

Committee Legislative 
Assistant 
Tessa Yeager 
Tessa.Yeager@mnsenate.gov 

Counsel 
Ann Marie Lewis 

Fiscal Analyst 
Jenna Hofer 

Legislative Analyst 
Bjorn Arneson 

DFL Research 
Ryan Majerus 

GOP Research 
Ed Cook 

Agenda 

1. Call to Order 

2. SF 551 Putnam; Building Assets, Reducing Risks 
Center Funding Provision and Appropriation 

a. Angela Jerabek, Founder and Executive 
Director, BARR Center 

b. Josh Omang, Principal, Detroit Lakes High 
School 

c. Stephen Gorde, Professional Development 
Lead, Stillwater Area Public Schools 

3. SF 2239 Kupec; School Districts Local Optional 
Revenue Increase Provision and Appropriation 

a. Paul Bourgeois, Executive Director of 
Finance & Operations, Minnetonka Public 
Schools 

b. Brenda Lewis, Superintendent, Fridley 
Public Schools 

c. Jake Karnopp, Board Chair, Fridley Public 
Schools 

d. Shannon Mitchell, Minnesota Association of 
Charter Schools 

e. Ann-Marie Foucault, Superintendent, St. 
Michael-Albertville 

f. Matt Valen, School Board Member, 
Moorhead Public Schools 

4. SF 2188 McEwen; Additional School 
Unemployment Aid Appropriation 

a. Cat Briggs, Bus Driver, ISD 196 

b. Ann Krampitz, Behavioral Interventionist, 
Owatonna Public Schools 

c. Scott Croonquist, Executive Director, 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts 

d. Denise Dittrich, MN School Boards 
Association 

e. Beth Beebe, Treasurer, Bloomington School Board 



f. Sami Rajab, Assistant Director of 
Government Relations, Minnesota 
Department of Education 

5. SF 82 Rarick; Consolidation Transition 
Aid Increase for School Districts 
Provision 

a. Mary Carlson, Board Chair, 
Wrenshall Schools 

b. Laura Nilsen, Board Chair, Carlton 
Schools 

6. Adjourn 


