Minnesota Bowhunters
Continuing the Tradition

Attn: Senate Committee on Environment, Climate, and Legacy

Re: S.F. 2077 Section 12 {Extension of Authority to Use Crossbow}

Date: 4/7/25

Position: We support the extension but would prefer the establishment of separate

licenses and shorter seasons for crossbow use this session.
Dear Chair Hawj and Honorable Committee Members,

We write to express our strong opposition to the continued full inclusion of crossbows
into designated archery seasons. Modern cross”’bows” share little in common with other
types of bows and are functionally not archery. We have examined publicly available
license sale and harvest data from all twelve Midwest States, and there is no
distinguishable correlation between crossbow inclusion and lasting bumps in adult or
youth license sales. Almost all Midwest States, whether they permit crossbow inclusion
or not, are seeing roughly the same rate of decline in license sales and participation.

One popular compromise to full inclusion that we find exceptionally fair and reasonable
is running a crossbow season from firearm opener through the end of the year. This
would preserve eight weeks of early season archery opportunity while providing over
seven weeks of crossbow use which is almost four times longer than an individual can
hunt with a shotgun or rifle. A separate license is important for tracking participation.

We would also like to see Minnesota start tracking and reporting on the number of
individual deer hunters, average hunter experience rating by permit area, and days
hunted by weapon type. This is data that we find in other Midwest States harvest
reports, and it would be beneficial for evaluating the impacts of natural events and
management actions.

Minnesota Bowhunters (MBI) was founded in 1946, and we are one of Minnesota’s
oldest conservation organizations. Archery is an ancient and highly accessible sport that
almost everyone regardless of gender, age, or ability can enjoy. That being said,
bowhunting is challenging, and that challenge/necessary practice helps sustain many of
our archery clubs and stores throughout the state. Data from ND shows that ~97% of
their bowhunters are capable of drawing and shooting a recurve or compound bow.

Sincerely, =~ —-—

Vice Presidein - Minnesotm
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