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March 24, 2025

Chair Matt Klein

95 University Avenue W.

Minnesota Senate Bldg., Room 2105
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Chair Klein:

On behalf of the 600+ funeral directors and 250+ funeral establishments in
Minnesota, the Minnesota Funeral Directors Association (MFDA) writes to express
our concerns regarding Senate File 2819. After careful review, we have identified
several issues with the current language in Sections 1 and 2.

We have had productive discussions with Senator Rarick about these issues and
appreciate his openness to considering changes to the legislation. Our goal is to
ensure that any new provisions align with existing statutes.

Section 1: MFDA recommends reconsidering the phrase "or is embalmed with
only nontoxic substances" in the definition. This creates a contradiction, as the
new green burial definition states "without interfering with natural
decomposition," while embalming, by definition (149A.02 Subd. 15), is intended to
“retard organic decomposition.” Should embalming be retained in the definition
as an option within green burial practices, we believe it would be necessary to
clearly define "nontoxic substances.”

Section 2: MFDA would recommend deleting Section 2 of the bill. The bill
currently creates new subdivisions for "general requirements," "handling of dead
human bodies," and "bodies awaiting green burial; refrigeration required."
However, since green burial as defined in the bill as a "method of burial” rather
than a new form of final disposition, these activities are already comprehensively
governed by existing provisions throughout Chapter 149A.

The Minnesota Funeral Directors Association remains committed to working
collaboratively on Senate File 2819. Thank you for the opportunity to provide
input.

Respectfully submitted,

Miki Tufto
Executive Director
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