
February, 2025

Dear Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, 

I am a 70-year-old professional artist who grew up in a family of professional artists. My knowledge and 
experience in the field of art compel me to write this letter. 

Minnesota’s ban on cadmium pigments has led to a significant reduction in the artists’ palette. The ban 
appears both unconvincing and entirely unnecessary to myself and many others. Cadmium pigments 
provide unequaled red, orange, and yellow hues. Sure, there are so-called “cadmium substitutes,” but 
professionals find them inferior, lacking opacity, tinting strength and, in some cases, lightfastness (see 
attached pages A, B, and C). Only cadmium pigments have a proven history, as evident in famous works 
of art at museums around the globe. Cadmium substitutes are inferior in another respect: they are made 
by mixing up to three or more pigments to mimic the genuine article. There is an old artist’s adage when 
mixing colors: the fewer the pigments, the cleaner the resulting mixtures. For this reason, professional artists 
prefer single-pigment colors on their palette, including cadmium red, orange, and yellow. 

While there is understandable public concern about cadmium metal in consumer products like children’s 
toys, modern cadmium pigments that make paints, pastels, and other artists’ materials are not in the 
same category. Cadmium pigments are nearly insoluble (i.e., not bio-absorbable in the human body) 
and do not require an ASTM warning label for ingestion. This was not always the case. In the 1920s, 
cadmium pigments contained 100,000 to 150,000 ppm (parts per million) of soluble cadmium. Thanks 
to modern science, today’s cadmium pigments contain less than 5 ppm of soluble cadmium. This amount 
is so minimal that it presents little significant risk to human health or the environment. Artists’ materials 
containing cadmium pigments meet strict safety standards in the EU and UK, where they are not classified 
as hazardous under the CLP Regulation (see circled paragraph in attached page D). In the United States, 
art materials with cadmium (and many other pigments) already carry warnings advising consumers with 
precautions for safe handling per ASTM D-4236 standards (American Society for Testing Materials). 

The recent inclusion of art supplies under Minnesota Bill HF 2310 surprised many artists, art materials 
distributors, and the art materials manufacturing industry. No other region in the world bans cadmium 
pigments in this application. Modern cadmium pigments are designed with precise engineering to ensure 
they meet extremely low solubility requirements, making them safe for professional use. The Minnesota 
ban is unjustified.  

I kindly advocate for the continued use of artists’ cadmium paints, pastels, pigments, encaustics, and 
ceramic glazes, ensuring that artists maintain access to these vital materials. Your support would be 
immensely valuable to the artistic community. 

Sincerely,

Jim Pollard
Faribault County, MN
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