
April 21, 2025 
 
Minnesota Senate 
Agriculture, Veterans, Broadband and Rural Development Committee 
 
Dear Chair Putnam and Committee Members, 
We, the undersigned parents, grandparents, and individuals, support SF188/HF44 the Test and 
Report Phthalates in Packaged Food bill.  

We are concerned about toxic chemicals called phthalates that have been found in food that we 
purchase for our families every day. A Consumer Reports (CR) investigation from January 2024 
found that 84 of the 85 grocery items tested contained phthalates, some at concerning levels. 
An organic product, Annie’s Organic Cheesy Ravioli, had 53,579 nanograms of phthalates in a 
single serving, the highest level of any food tested. Also, the well-known family favorite Cheerios 
had 10,980 nanograms per serving.  

Phthalates are chemicals that can leach out of plastic and get into food. Plastic, like tubing, 
conveyor belts and gloves, used during food manufacturing could also be a source of 
phthalates in our food. 

Without investigations like the one done by CR, we as consumers have no way of knowing what 
toxic chemicals are inadvertently ending up in our food. This bill, authored by Senator Heather 
Gustafson and Representative Brion Curran, will provide important information to help us 
minimize our exposure to a chemical that could impact the health of our families. It will also 
help companies identify which of their products contain phthalates so that they can eliminate it. 

A growing body of research has shown that phthalates are endocrine disruptors that interfere 
with the production and regulation of hormones. Even minor disruptions in hormone levels can 
contribute to an increased risk of health problems, including diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular 
disease, certain cancers, birth defects, neurodevelopmental disorders, and infertility.  Fetuses 
and young children are most at risk because their bodies are going through rapid development.  

As parents, we want to provide nutritious food for our families. Consumers have the right to 
know that the food they buy is safe. Food manufacturers must provide nutrition and calorie 
information for their products. They should share the amount of phthalates in their food as well. 
Without that information, we can’t make safe choices. 

We all want food that is safe to eat, especially for our kids. This bill is one important step to 
make that happen. We support this bill and we hope you will too. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
 
Peter Kelly     Joe Crowe 
Rachel Braaten    Lois Norrgard 
Judy Lissick     Greg Lissick 
Donald Sonsalla    Verna Sonsalla 



Rebecca Schoenecker    Kathy Pittelko 
Diane Edson     Jane Dow 
Andrea Mrozek    Roxanne Britz 
Shelby Hauge     Debra Ann Beck 
Barbara Clark     Sherry Hastings 
Lori Olinger     Cathy Missaghi 
Jeff Kolstad     Peter Border 
Lizbeth Stein     Valerie Rolstad 
Don Luce     Amy Varner 
Nancy Dennis     Joanna Winship 
Valerie  Hanson    Diane Kroll 
Maerin Renee     Andrea West 
Kelly Miller     Laurence Winship 
Nikki Karnopp    Steve Olinger 
Megan Stafki     Kathie Dormanen 
Bonnie Beckel     Nancy Sathet 
Alice J. Belden    Raven DeFilippo 
Kelly Wittmann    Christine Popowski 
Sue Quast     Steven Jorissen 
Bob Graves     Anna White 
Maureen Anderson    Fern Panda 
Dana Strande     Lucy Mullany 
Merrin Baker     Katherine Boyce 
Paula Hoff     Reka Leeaphon 
Maggie McGann    Trish Kanous 
Daniel Matus     Drake Myers 
Ava VanValkenburg    Eve Hanson 
Whitney Wildman    Tracy Molm 
Elizabeth Flynn    Anne Sugnet 
Dino Schipper     Theresa Crow 
Jaci Christenson    Laura Gannon 
Kimberly Oleary    Krista Morey 
Susan Strom     Courtney Gildersleeve 
Leah Dunlevy     LuAnn Johnson 
Anna Steiner     Rachel Wormer 
Ayodele Famodu    Kathy Sallstrom 
Elizabeth Bonin    Mike Ferguson 
Marcus Strom     Katy Wortel 
Sarah Silbernagel    Hunter Cantrell 
Gina Corcoran     Rollie Wellington 
Shehla Kamal     Nathan Dawson 
James Bush     Toya López 
Sarah Ebeling     Bob Wellington 
JoAnn Winter     Rafia Omer 
Courtney Remes    Darnella Wade 
Maggie Yauk     Kelly Karstad 



Gayla Hallquist    Claire Lienesch 
Katie Meyers     Caroline Goodroad 
Diane Dobitz     Julia Battern 
Julia Hupperts     Kate Winsor 
Matt Lapiro     Jessica Lapiro 
Diane Edson     Adaline Shinkle 
Daniel Trajano    Judy Gregg 
Rhonwen Tas     Rebecca Monson 
Marcia Lewis     Jan Mars 
Paul Glade     Julie Glade 
Mara Natrakul     Joseph Ricker 
Zoe Walker     Nathan Cole-Dai     
Sue Quast 
 
 


