
 

               Support testimony – SF 1935 
 
The following are profiles of just a few of the many abandoned or surrendered declawed cats 
that Basils Cradle has taken in over the years. 
 
Fergus-  
I became aware of Fergus after he had been brought to Minneapolis Animal Care & Control. He 
had been rescued from being attacked by a dog and seriously injured, suffering deep bite 
wounds to his face, missing fur, and and torn skin. He was an emaciated senior cat around 15 
years old, with bad teeth, front declawed, and he had no way to defend himself. He was also an 
untreated diabetic. MACC found his owners, called them, and were told that they had left him 
outside to roam and did not want him back. He was scheduled for euthanasia, but I was able to 
intervene and bring him to the sanctuary. The following are photos of him the day after I brought 
him home.  
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

Over the next year Fergus slowly recovered, his diabetes was managed, and he had to be given 
the medication buprenorphine for the rest of his life because of chronic pain he suffered from 
being declawed.  
 
Here is Fergus three months later:

 
 
Fergus nine months later: 

 
 



 

 
NeNe: 
NeNe was declawed when she was young, and after the procedure she began to urinate in her 
home everywhere but the litter box. Her frustrated owners chose to deal with the problem by 
putting her in a 2x3 wire kennel with food and a litter box, and this is where she remained for 
about 1.5 years until someone convinced them to surrender her to a rescue. During that time 
she ballooned from a normal sized cat to over 22 lbs, and was so obese she struggled to walk. 
When I became aware of her I immediately took her into my sanctuary. It took about a year and 
a half to get her weight down to 8.5 lbs, and longer to resolve her peeing issues, which were in 
part helped by the addition of Prozac, and twice daily buprenorphine shots for her painful 
declawed feet, both of which she receives to this day. 
NeNe at time of rescue:​

 



 

NeNe 18 months later:

 



 

Stella:  
Stella was scheduled to be killed at the Golden Valley Humane Society after she was 
surrendered to them by her owner, then twice adopted and twice returned because she was 
peeing everywhere. The vet record from her previous owner and the GVHS outline her tragic 
situation that developed after she was declawed. Note that the vet that declawed Stella was the 
same vet that was “ok with euthanizing” Stella and her brother. I don’t know what the ultimate 
fate of her brother was. 
 
Before surrender: Vet record:

 
Humane Society Record: 

 



 

I pulled Stella from GVHS. This is her when I went to pick her up, frightened and morose. 

 
 
Upon getting her home to the sanctuary, she was immediately given pain medication and within 
an hour she was a completely different cat, relaxed and enjoying petting.

 



 

 
Stella had to be put on Prozac and buprenorphine injections and continues to receive these 
medications to this day due to chronic pain. She did have surgery to try to mitigate some of the 
damage caused by being declawed, but unfortunately the original surgery was terribly done, 
irreversibly damaging her fron paws, and due to this she was only partially helped by salvage 
surgery. 
 
 
Fergus, NeNe and Stella are just three examples of the millions of cats in the US that have 
suffered lasting, painful damage and potential surrender to, and death at shelters due to the 
very real physical and unwanted behavioral issues that result from being declawed. Declawing 
offers no medical benefits to cats and is done solely for the convenience of the owner.  I urge 
you to vote in favor of the bill to ban the inhumane practice of declawing cats. This legislation is 
not only a crucial step toward protecting the welfare of our pets but also aligns with growing 
ethical standards in animal care. Please vote yes on SF1935 and ban this procedure. 
 
 
  


