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Committee Chair , Vice Chair , Memb ers and Staff 

Agenda Items  

Chair 
Aric Putnam 
3215 Minnesota Senate Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
(651) 296-6455 
  
Vice Chairs 
Robert J. Kupec 
 
Ranking Minority Member 
Torrey N. Westrom 
 
Members 
Gene Dornink 
Bruce D. Anderson 
Gary H. Dahms 
Heather Gustafson 
Mary K. Kunesh 
Judy Seeberger 
 
Committee Administrator 
Nick Roth – DFL  
Nick.roth@mnsenate.gov 
 
Legislative Assistant 
Keely Spens 
Keely.spens@mnsenate.gov 
 
Caucus Research 
Amanda Pedersen (DFL) 
Andrew Larson (R) 
 
Legislative Analyst 
Laura Paynter 
 
Fiscal Analyst  
Erik Olaphson 

1. Call to Order by Chair Putnam 

2. Presentation from MDA on Federal Funding Interactions 
with State Programs 

 Thom Petersen, Commissioner, Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture 

 Tom Smude, Midwest Processors 

 Hannah Bernhardt, Medicine Creek Farm 

3. Presentation from Second Harvest Heartland on Federal 
Interactions with State Hunger Relief programs 
 

 Virginia Witherspoon, Executive Director, Channel 
One Regional Foodbank 

 Zach Rodvold, Second Harvest Heartland 
 

 
4. Presentation from The Food Group on Federal 

Interactions with state Food programs 
 Sophia Lenarz-Coy, Executive Director, The Food 

Group 

5. Adjournment 


