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February 2, 2025
Chair Westrom, Senator Lieske, and members of the Senate Ag Committee —

| am Kathy Zeman, executive director of the Minnesota Farmers’ Market Association. Thank you for accepting
my testimony today via zoom in support of SF 0391 to amend M.S. 28A.152, Minnesota’s Cottage Foods Law.

MFMA is the membership organization that provides leadership & support to MN’s now 378 farmers’ market
across the state and Tribal Nations, along with their 10,000+ vendors. MFMA’s lengthy mission & vision
statements can be summed up nicely with a short phrase: we work hard to support whatever will grow &
expand MN’s local foodshed — because that means resilient communities with enough food to feed
themselves.

In the past 2 years, MFMA offered 44 free live zoominars and 4 in-person trainings, for the Tier 1 Cottage
Foods Training, Application, and Test; onboarding just shy of 750 registered cottage foods producers. We also
secured a MDA Specialty Crop Block grant that will develop 55 new culturally relevant tested cottage food
recipes so they are legal and food safe; and we developed and support Minnesota’s Cottage Foods Academy,
which is a repository for everything needed in the cottage food industry — from the non-potentially hazardous
foods list to insurance to sales tax to marketing.

We like Senator Lieske’s amendment because it will safely grow the cottage foods industry in MN. Switching
from individual to person closes that potential liability gap; increasing sales limits adjusts for inflation; allowing
for commercial delivery of the non-acidic or acidified human cottage foods doesn’t impact FDA regulations.
The new report to the Legislature annually should provide good decision-making data. This amendment wisely
retains the mandatory food safety training and registration requirements. It's an amendment that safely
benefits Minnesota’s local foodshed, and we support it.

Thanks for listening; I’'m happy to answer questions.
Sincerely,
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Kathy Zeman, Executive Director
Minnesota Farmers’ Market Association

MISSION
MFMA provides services, programs, and leadership that support and promote farmers’ markets across Minnesota and Tribal Nations.
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