
From: Katy Armendariz <karmendariz@rwc-mn.com> 

Date: Monday, March 18, 2024 

Subject: Support for HF912 

To: "rep.dave.pinto@house.mn.gov" <rep.dave.pinto@house.mn.gov> 

Cc: Company <company@rwc-mn.com> 

 

Dear Representative Pinto, 

 

I am writing to urge your support for HF 912, the African-American Family Preservation Act. As a BIPOC-

founded and run organization based in the Twin Cities, our work brings us into close collaboration with 

Hennepin and Ramsey County child protection services. Through our daily interactions, we witness 

firsthand the alarming disparities experienced by Black families within the child welfare system. 

 

I am copying all 36 of our employees on this email, as we collectively stand in solidarity and urge your 

support for this crucial legislation. It is long overdue, and your advocacy for this bill can and should be a 

significant part of your legacy in Minnesota. 

 

The data unequivocally demonstrates the urgent need for action. As an organization that has also faced 

challenges, including trolling and retaliation, for advocating on behalf of families, we implore you to take 

this request seriously. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We eagerly anticipate your support for HF 912 and look 

forward to working together to create a more just and equitable child welfare system for all Minnesota 

families. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Katy Armendariz, MSW, LICSW 

Roots Wellness Center 

Formerly known as Minnesota CarePartner/Roots Recovery 

Founder, President 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

393 N. Dunlap St, Suite 300 

St. Paul, MN  55104 

Office:   612.289.5656 

Cell: 612.710.2797 

Fax:  651.925.0534 

Email: karmendariz@rwc-mn.com 

https://rwc-mn.com/ 

 

mailto:karmendariz@rwc-mn.com
mailto:rep.dave.pinto@house.mn.gov
mailto:rep.dave.pinto@house.mn.gov
mailto:company@rwc-mn.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F393%2BN.%2BDunlap%2BSt%2C%2BSuite%2B300%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BSt.%2BPaul%2C%2BMN%2B55104%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BOffice%3A%2B612%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CTheo.Rose%40state.mn.us%7C899c8f23bbb74b70610408dc48d28fe3%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638465316416682554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qB6%2BH9L4EVTTxz2ybhyzwzC%2Fl2jzbsjmQRTdM%2BjnY0k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F393%2BN.%2BDunlap%2BSt%2C%2BSuite%2B300%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BSt.%2BPaul%2C%2BMN%2B55104%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BOffice%3A%2B612%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CTheo.Rose%40state.mn.us%7C899c8f23bbb74b70610408dc48d28fe3%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638465316416692682%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zpxrt2%2BTi2jTVYt01rvSoZ4NqCluWlA9%2BmXRtVib40I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F393%2BN.%2BDunlap%2BSt%2C%2BSuite%2B300%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BSt.%2BPaul%2C%2BMN%2B55104%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BOffice%3A%2B612%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CTheo.Rose%40state.mn.us%7C899c8f23bbb74b70610408dc48d28fe3%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638465316416699994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qf1ckA16hnXYXTbctnG8xnoENSCmWUFpBnd%2BUJebJFQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F393%2BN.%2BDunlap%2BSt%2C%2BSuite%2B300%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BSt.%2BPaul%2C%2BMN%2B55104%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BOffice%3A%2B612%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CTheo.Rose%40state.mn.us%7C899c8f23bbb74b70610408dc48d28fe3%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638465316416706079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qKLXO7iHiUpoTFd5hQzReDKJQHi4iFk%2FtVecO1j4PIY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F393%2BN.%2BDunlap%2BSt%2C%2BSuite%2B300%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BSt.%2BPaul%2C%2BMN%2B55104%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BOffice%3A%2B612%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CTheo.Rose%40state.mn.us%7C899c8f23bbb74b70610408dc48d28fe3%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638465316416712001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VjHGtBhKj8icgdowz%2BS1hl65mRtd1kdVZ6MkJhQ%2Foac%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F393%2BN.%2BDunlap%2BSt%2C%2BSuite%2B300%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BSt.%2BPaul%2C%2BMN%2B55104%2B%250D%250A%2B%250D%250A%2BOffice%3A%2B612%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CTheo.Rose%40state.mn.us%7C899c8f23bbb74b70610408dc48d28fe3%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638465316416717352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TztAvMBWng%2BQpDH9HIcGRq8j3FtsTkN%2BnH6P2vS70%2FI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:karmendariz@rwc-mn.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frwc-mn.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTheo.Rose%40state.mn.us%7C899c8f23bbb74b70610408dc48d28fe3%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638465316416722505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WQ%2FQ%2BzffNzy1nC0IfIZSMfMcSFgYyawb7C7eFtP2UB4%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 
 

"Never, EVER, be afraid to make some noise and get in GOOD trouble, NECESSARY trouble." John Lewis 

 

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has 

its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your 

neutrality.” ― Desmond Tutu  

 

 

 


