m DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN SERVICES

S.F. 4572 — Children and Family Services Policy Bill

This bill is from the Department of Human Services, Children and Family Services Administration. It contains
policy, technical, and housekeeping updates to statutes related to child welfare and conformity with birth
records legislation enacted in 2023. The provisions in this bill are policy-only with no fiscal impacts. The sections
included in this summary are Article 2, §§ 1, 12-18, and Article 4.

Article 2 — Child Welfare

Child Welfare Technical, Housekeeping and Policy Updates (Sections 1 and 12-18)

s Section 1 confirms that local agencies can obtain information on predatory offenders when engaged in
an investigation of alleged sexual abuse, including threatened sexual abus, as defined in Minn. Stat. §
260E.03, subd. 20.

e Section 12 clarifies protection supervision court review requirements and requires court to review to
ensure they are consistently applied.

s Section 13 clarifies agency access to criminal and maltreatment history for relatives being considered for
foster care placement (regardless of whether they must be licensed) and when petitions are filed to
transfer permanent legal and physical custody {TPLPC) to a relative who is not pursuing Northstar
Kinship Assistance (regardless of whether there is reasonable cause to believe there may be criminal
history).

e Section 14 Prohibits placement of children in an unlicensed emergency relative placement/licensed
family foster home when the agency knows there is a permanent disqualification to child foster care
licensure.

e Section 15 removes the ability to terminate a parent’s rights based solely upon a parent’s failure to
financially support their child.

s Section 16 clarifies that the permanency disposition of TPLPC to a parent is distinct from TPLPC to a
relative.

e Sections 17 and 18 clarifies that while court reviews and agency efforts to finalize an adoption continue,
an adoption must not finalize when an appeal is pending not just of the guardianship order, but also for
termination of parental rights. Prohibits courts from finalizing an adoption while an appeal is pending.



Article 4 — Adoption Records

Adoption Records — Conforming Changes (Sections 1-8)

With the recent law changes related to data privacy classification of, and access to, an adopted person’s original
birth records, there may be contradictory data classifications and access between adoption records and original
birth records once the law changes go into effect on July 1, 2024. The provisions in this article align adoption-
related records laws to ensure consistency and clarity around data privacy, access, and content, while taking
into consideration the perspectives of those involved in adoption. The provisions also clarify the continued
coordination between the Minnesota Department of Health and the Minnesota Department of Human Services
to fully execute 144.2252 subd. 2, 144.2253 and 259.79 subd. 1. These provisions were reviewed by advocates
who supported the 2023 law changes, as well as the Minnesota Department of Health, and no concerns were
raised.
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