SENATE BILL SUMMARY

COUNSEL
pY RESEARCH &
m FISCAL ANALYSIS

SCRFA

Providing nonpartisan legal research, and fiscal analysis services to the Minnesota Senate

S.F. No. 3663 - Controlled substances changes

Author: Senator Clare Oumou Verbeten
Prepared by: Kenneth P. Backhus, Senate Counsel (651/296-4396)
Date: March 15, 2024

Section 1 amends the third-degree controlled substance possession crime relating to possessing
specified controlled substances in school, park, or public housing zones, or drug treatment facilities.
Currently, the threshold amount to trigger these offenses is “any amount” or “one or more mixtures’
depending on the drug involved. This is changed to “more than a residual amount.”
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Section 2 amends the fifth-degree controlled substance possession crime relating to possessing one
or more mixtures of schedule I, II, III, or IV controlled substances to require that these substances
must be possessed in more than a residual amount to be considered a violation.

Section 3 amends the sentencing subdivision of the fifth-degree controlled substance crime to
authorize peace officers to refer persons suspected of violating the law to a local service provider
that can offer substance use assistance to the person. The officer is required to make the referral
upon request at the time of the initial contact assuming doing so is practicable and there is
availability.
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