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Dear Chair Latz and Members,

Them Before Us is a nonprofit dedicated to defending children’s rights to their mother and father. We urge
you to oppose SF 3504. Under this bill, what makes someone the parent of a child is not the natural
biological bond that exists between them, nor adoption—an arrangement that is designed with the child’s
best interest in mind and thus requires rigorous background checks and screening of the adults involved.
Rather, it establishes parentage on the basis of intent. This change renders children as commodities to be
awarded to any adults with the money and means to acquire them.

If a child of surrogacy is one of the 7% of lab-created babies given a chance at life,1 she will lose the only
person she has ever known moments after birth.2 Mother-child bonding begins in utero. By the time a
baby is born, she knows her mother’s voice3 and smell4 and has been responding to her emotions.5

Studies show that maternal separation—something that every child of surrogacy experiences—is a major
physiological stressor for an infant6 and even brief maternal deprivation can alter the structure of the
infant's brain.7 These effects can last into adulthood.

It is one thing for a child to experience this “primal wound” due to tragedy. It is something else entirely
when this trauma is inflicted purposefully and commercially. The adults involved may have consented to
the terms of the contract, but a child never consents to this trauma and loss.

The only other instances where a child endures this primal wound loss is via maternal death, or when the
birth mother places the child for adoption because she cannot or will not afford the baby the care s/he
deserves. Adoption is a just society’s response to maternal loss. Surrogacy is an injustice that requires
children to undergo loss not due to tragedy, but adult intentionality. Consider the differences between
these arrangements:

● In adoption, direct payments to birth parents are prohibited—that is child trafficking. The fertility
industry is built on direct payments to genetic and birth parents.

● In adoption, kinship and family ties are prioritized. In surrogacy, kinship and family ties are
routinely disregarded.

● Adoption requires rigorous background checks and screening of prospective parents. The fertility
industry has no such vetting of “intended” parents.

● Adoption upholds the rights of children; the fertility industry victimizes them.

Children are people, not products to be commissioned, swapped, sold, or traded under contract. They
deserve to have their rights protected. As one donor-conceived individual put it, “Third-party reproduction
is not a new way to create families; it’s a new way to rip them apart.”8
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