PiSH

5.{ IEMPOWERED
the Placenta PREGNANCY

March 22, 2024

Health and Human Services Committee
Minnesota Senate Building
95 University Ave, St Paul, MN 55155

Dear Chair Wiklund,

We are writing to you to ask you to urgently prioritize stillbirth prevention and support SF 1303 to
bring a Count the Kicks pilot program to Minnesota.* We represent two stillbirth prevention
organizations working on the front lines to end preventable stillbirth in the United States.

According to the CDC, 23,000 babies are stillborn every year in the US, and Black families are
more than twice as likely to suffer a stillbirth. More children are stillborn than die from
prematurity, SIDS, car accidents, drowning, guns, fire, flu, poison, and listeria
COMBINED?— a silent epidemic. Research shows that more than 25% of these stillbirths
are preventable, and 47% at term.2 Unlike other countries where the stillbirth rate has declined
(including the UK, Japan and Australia), the stillbirth rate in the US has plateaued. Every single
day 65 US families leave the hospital with an empty car seat instead of their baby.

Together, we can change this. You can help. Meaningful change can come from simple but
important pieces of legislation like SF 1303. 55% of women who had a stillbirth noticed their
baby’s movements had changed.* Expectant parents need to be educated on the importance of
knowing their baby’s movement pattern and providers need clear guidelines on how to respond to
concerns.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter,
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Dr. Ann O’Neill Samantha Banerjee
Director, Measure the Placenta Executive Director, PUSH for Empowered Pregnancy
www.measuretheplacenta.org www.pushpregnancy.org
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