
Proposed Roadmap to Becoming 
a Licensed Social Worker
*Bachelor of Social Work = BSW
*Master’s of Social Work = MSW
*Board of Social Work = BOSW
*Association of Social Work Boards = ASWB ENTER ACCREDITED

BSW PROGRAM

Complete 400 hours of supervised 
internship/practicum

YIELD

BSW Degree

YIELD Register for a license 
and complete criminal 
background check

TOLL

TOLL
$103.50 BOSW license 
fee (increased 7/1/23 
from $93.50)

Licensed Social Worker (LSW)
YIELD

100 hours of supervision in first 
4000 hours of practice

TOLL
$115 BOSW 24 month licensing renewal fee 
(increased 7/1/23 from $110)

Maintenance: Every 2 years demonstrate 
40 hours of continuing education

YOUR DESTINATION

STOP Pass Association of Social Work Boards 
Bachelors Exam

TOLL

$33.25 criminal background check fee + $75 BOSW 
application fee (increased 7/1/23 from $60) $230 ASWB exam fee + optional 

ASWB exam study materials (free 
downloadable manual and/or $85 
practice exam)

PROPOSED PATHWAY: 
PROVISIONAL LICENSING 

MN STATUTE
148D.061, 148D.062,

148D.063

Register for a license 
and complete criminal 
background check

YIELD

STOP

Fail exam
Speak English as a Second Language 
Born in a foreign country
Meet all requirements for licensure

ENTER PROVISIONAL 
LICENSING PROGRAM

YIELD
Submit a supervision plan that 
includes 37.5 hours of supervision 
in the first 2000 hours of practice, 
with at least 3 hours every 160 
hours of practice

TOLL
Criminal background check 
and application fee

TOLL

BOSW license fee

ASWB exam fee

TOLL

Provisional license

YIELD

Social work supervisor attests to 
competent and ethical social work 
practice under supervision for 2,000 
hours. (Must be done within 3 
years.) BOSW reviews application for 
permanent license

Permanent license



MSW Degree

STOP Pass ASWB Masters Exam

YOUR DESTINATION

ENTER ACCREDITED 
MSW PROGRAM

$230 ASWB exam fee + optional ASWB exam 
study materials (free downloadable manual and/or 
$85 practice exam) 

Licensed Graduate Social 
Worker (LGSW)

CLINICAL 
ROUTE

200 hours of 
supervision in first 
4000-8000 hours 

of practice

YIELD

YIELD Demonstrate 
360 clinical 
practice hours

$260 ASWB exam 
fee + optional ASWB 
exam study materials               
(free downloadable 
manual and/or $85 
practice exam)

TOLL

$335 BOSW 24 
month licensing 
renewal fee 
(increased 
7/1/23 from 
$325)

TOLL

STOP Pass ASWB Clinical Exam

TOLL

$335 BOSW license fee
(increased 7/1/23 from $325)

Licensed 
Independent 
Clinical Social 
Worker (LICSW)

Maintenance: Every 2 years 
demonstrate 40 hours of 
continuing education

Complete 900 hours of supervised 
internship/practicum

YIELD

Register for a license and complete 
criminal background check

YIELD
TOLL

$33.25 criminal background check fee + $75 BOSW 
application fee (increased 7/1/23 from $60)TOLL

TOLL

$189 BOSW license fee
(increased 7/1/23 from $167.75)

NON-CLINICAL
ROUTEYIELD

100 
hours of 

supervision 
in first

4000 hours 
of practice

YOUR DESTINATION

Maintenance: 
Every 2 years 
demonstrate 40 
hours of continuing 
educationLicensed 

Independent 
Social Worker 

(LISW)

Optional
Route: Pursue 

Advanced 
Generalist 
Exam and 
Licensed 

Independent 
Social Worker 
(LISW) with 

additional $260 
ASWB exam 
fee and $305 

license fee

TOLL $210 BOSW 24 
month licensing 
renewal fee for 
LGSW (increased 
7/1/23 from $195 
or $305 BOSW 24 
licensing renewal 
for LISW (increased 
7/1/23 from $295


