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Minnesota is one of 
2 states to be named 

a leading state in 
using evidence to 
advance policy 5 

straight years. 

(Results for America – 2019-23)



Results Management Mission

Help policymakers and practitioners use data and research to 
improve the well-being of Minnesotans.
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Three  Primary Areas of Work

Evidence in 
Practice

Impact   
Evaluation
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Data-informed 
Interagency Work



Using Evidence in Policymaking Resources



Evidence in Practice

Building awareness and use of existing evidence 
among policymakers to increase the impact of state 
activities and investments.

• We provide leadership, expertise, and resources to 
support evidence-based policymaking, serving as an 
expert on defining and helping others understand 
what evidence exists in state investments. 

• We assist agencies and grantees in identifying and 
developing reporting tools for performance 
measures to increase the impact of grantmaking. 
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Evidence in 
Practice



What proposals are supported by evidence?

Minnesota Inventory: 
clearinghouse of more than 
700 Minnesota programs 
with ratings on whether they 
produce evidence-based 
outcomes for participants.

https://mn.gov/mmb/results
-first/inventory/
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Are proposals supported by 
evidence?

Legislators can request a brief or full review of the 
independent evidence on whether a program or policy is 
effective, ineffective, or indeterminate. 

• Example 1: Review of EBPs Gov., House, and Senate Positions (annual): Review 
all positions to determine what is annual based; in 2023, this totaled $1.4B in 
new spending.

• Example 2: ReSET-O (2022): Reviewed the impact of an app to assist in treating 
of individuals with opioid use disorder, finding a lack of research that supported 
efficacy.

• Example 3: Loan forgiveness (2023): Found these programs increase rural 
attraction of doctors, nurses, and teachers, but we need new research on other 
outcomes and professions specific to Minnesota’s implementation.
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How can we increase the odds programs succeed?

• In 2023, the Legislature directed MDH 
and DHS to consult with MMB to 
identify grant performance measures 
and evaluation opportunities (2023, 
Ch. 70, Article 15, Sec. 11). 

• In other words, how do we ensure grants 
have and report high-quality measures to 
understand program impact.

• 20 grant programs met the criteria for 
consults with MMB.

2/12/2024 9

Type of 

Measure

Measure 

category

Measure example

Output Supplies Number of sterile syringes and other 

safer use kits distributed.

Output Service 

received

Numbers of participants receiving 

housing assistance by type of 

assistance provided during each 

reporting period.

Outcome Grantee 

capacity

Percent change in score on grantee 

organizational capacity assessment 

from beginning of grant period to end 

of grant period.

Outcome Service 

impact 

#/% of participants newly housed 

during reporting period.   

Consultation Measure Examples



Implementation Update

Early Successes

• Nine initial grant consults with MMB 
are complete with 11 underway.

• Building understanding and 
awareness of value within and 
outside of qualifying grant programs.

• Pursuing follow-on opportunities to 
implement use of measures across 
the grant lifecycle.

Early Lessons

• Current legislation uses narrow 
selection criteria to identify which 
grants are subject to consults.

• Grant programs benefit from 
ongoing evaluation and impact 
measurement support.

• Efforts would benefit from additional 
time for collaboration.
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Impact Evaluation

Partnering with agency leaders and practitioners to 
build new evidence and understand the impact of 
state investments on the wellbeing of Minnesotans.

• We collaborate with state agencies and external 
partners to evaluate and produce high quality 
research on the impact of state investments, for 
whom, and under what circumstances. 

• Use administrative data to conduct complex original 
research on our pressing policy questions.

• The team specializes in Impact Evaluations that seek 
to rigorous examine program impact, relative to 
similar individuals that do not participate.
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Impact Evaluation



Do we know if what we did worked? 

• Since 2019, bipartisan legislation has 
supported the study of whether or not 
our investments are getting the 
outcomes we expect.

• A dozen completed evaluations with 10 
more underway, including in Childcare, 
Criminal Justice, Medications for Opioid 
Use Disorder, and Perinatal Health.

• Projects collaborate closely with decision-
makers to ensure the results can be used to 
improve outcomes.

12

Evaluation of Childcare Stabilization Grants (2022)



How do we design a policy with evaluation in mind?

• MMB can provide rapid-cycle technical 
assistance to ensure the legislature gets 
back evaluations that meet their goals.

• MMB provided TA for legislative text to 
understand the impact of a new SUD-related 
Medicaid Benefit pilot.

• MMB help design state, county, and city 
performance measures and reporting for the 
Opioid Settlement Agreement (first full 
reporting due from jurisdictions April 2024).

https://mn.gov/mmb/impact-evaluation
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For any questions or requests, reach us at 
ResultsManagement@state.mn.us. 

mailto:ResultsManagement@state.mn.us
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