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A Resolution Supporting Local Control for 
Local Elections  

WHEREAS, all townships and school districts, 86 of 87 counties, and 85 percent of cities fall 
under statutory rules for the conduct of local elections and must ask permission of the 
Legislature to make changes to these rules; and  

WHEREAS, local charter (or home rule) cities that hold elections in even years along with state 
and federal elections must comply with restrictive state partisan ballot design requirements; and  

WHEREAS, there are no consistent rules for the administration of Ranked Choice Voting in 
local jurisdictions in Minnesota; and  

WHEREAS, the Local Options provision in the Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) bill aims to 
remove regulatory barriers and extend authority to adopt RCV to local statutory jurisdictions; 
and  

WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options provision allows the flexibility to efficiently include 
ranked and unranked elections on a single ballot; and  

WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options provision provides consistent standards for the 
administration of RCV in cities that choose to use it; and  

WHEREAS, the League of Minnesota Cities supports the need for consistent RCV rules for use 
in Minnesota cities for both even and odd-year local elections; and  

WHEREAS, the RCV local options provision contains no mandates, but simply provides local 
jurisdictions with the permission and tools they need to consider and implement RCV if they 
wish; and  

WHEREAS, a growing number of cities have adopted RCV -- including Minneapolis, St. 
Paul, St. Louis Park, Bloomington and Minnetonka -- and more cities are exploring RCV 
because it provides a number of benefits over current expensive and low-participation local 
elections, including:  

● Making voting simpler and more efficient for voters by eliminating the need for local 
nonpartisan primaries and consolidating two elections into one;  
● Saving the cost of primaries altogether in cities with odd-year local elections; 
● Demonstrably increasing voter participation; 

● Ensuring majority outcomes in a single election. Voters rank their preferences on the ballot, 
1st, 2nd, 3rd and so on. In a single-seat election, if no candidate receives a majority of first 
choices, then the least popular candidate is defeated and their ballots are reassigned to those 
voters’ second choices; and this process is repeated until one candidate receives a majority 
of continuing ballots; in a multi-seat election, this process continues until all seats are filled 
with the threshold for winning depending on the number of seats;  
● Empowering voters with more choice;  



● Promoting more inclusive, diverse and representative elections;  
● Ending spoiler and wasted vote dynamics;  
● Making voting easier for deployed military members and other citizens abroad by 
requiring one less election for them to receive and return their ballots on time; ● 
Improving the civility of campaigning; and  
● Reducing the influence of outside money in campaigns.  

WHEREAS, 85 to 95 percent of polled voters in Minnesota cities that use RCV consistently say 
that it is simple to use; and  

WHEREAS, the Local Options provision is a significant opportunity to improve elections in 
cities, counties, townships, and school districts throughout the state;and  

WHEREAS, local jurisdictions should have the opportunity to determine for themselves if RCV 
should be used for their local elections; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNDERSIGNED, we support removing 
regulatory barriers and giving all local jurisdictions in Minnesota the option to use Ranked 
Choice Voting if they decide it is right for their communities. 

Signed by: 

Mayor Márquez Simula 
Council Member Rachel James 
 
Columbia Heights, Minnesota 
September 12, 2023  
 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 6482 
 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LOCAL CONTROL FOR LOCAL 

ELECTIONS AND RANKED CHOICE VOTING FOR STATE AND 

FEDERAL ELECTIONS IN MINNESOTA 

 

WHEREAS, Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) is an opportunity to improve elections at the state 
and federal level where it would promote more civil elections, ensure majority winners in partisan 
primaries and general elections, eliminate the spoiler problem, reduce extremism and mitigate 
legislative gridlock by incentivising compromise and problem solving; and 

 
WHEREAS, RCV is used in elections in Maine and Alaska and in countries around the world, 

including Ireland, Scotland, and Australia; and 
 
WHEREAS, 85 to 95 percent of polled Minnesota voters who use RCV consistently say that 

RCV is simple to use; and 
 
WHEREAS, a growing number of cities are exploring RCV because it provides a number of 

benefits over current expensive and low-participation local elections, including:  
• Making voting simpler for voters by eliminating the need for local nonpartisan primaries 

and consolidating two elections into one; 
• Saving the cost of primaries altogether in cities with odd-year local elections; 
• Demonstrably increasing voter participation; 
• Ensuring majority winners in a single election. Voters rank their preferences on the ballot, 

1st, 2nd, 3rd and so on. If no candidate receives a majority of first choices, then the least 
popular candidate is defeated and their ballots are reassigned to those voters’ second 
choices; and this process is repeated until one candidate receives a majority of continuing 
ballots; 

• Making voting easier for deployed military members and other citizens abroad by requiring 
one less election for them to receive and return their ballots on time;  

• Improving the civility of campaigning;  
• Reducing the influence of outside money in campaigns; and 
 
WHEREAS, all Minnesota townships and school districts, 86 of 87 counties, and 85 percent 

of cities fall under the statutory rule for the conduct of local elections and must ask permission of 
the Legislature to make changes to these rules; and 

 
WHEREAS, local charter (or home rule) cities that hold elections in even years along with 

state and federal elections must comply with restrictive state partisan ballot design requirements; 
and 

WHEREAS, there are no consistent rules for the administration of Ranked Choice Voting 
in local jurisdictions in Minnesota; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) Local Options bill aims to remove regulatory 

barriers and extend the authority to adopt Ranked Choice Voting to local statutory jurisdictions; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options bill provides for the flexibility to efficiently include 

ranked and non-ranked elections on a single ballot; and 
 
WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options bill provides consistent standards for the 

administration of RCV in cities that choose to use it; and 
 
WHEREAS, the League of Minnesota Cities supports the need for consistent RCV rules 

for use in Minnesota cities for both even and odd-year local elections; and 
 
WHEREAS, the RCV local options bill contain no mandates, but simply provides local 

jurisdictions with the permission and tools they need to consider and implement RCV if they wish; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Options measure is a significant opportunity to improve elections in 

cities, counties, townships, and school districts throughout the state; and 
 
 
 



WHEREAS, The Bemidji Charter Commission voted unanimously during a special 
meeting of March 16, 2023 to support the legislation regarding RCV and also voted unanimously 
to recommend that the City Council adopted a Resolution supporting the legislation regarding 
RCV. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNDERSIGNED, we support Ranked 

Choice Voting for all state and federal elections. We also support removing regulatory barriers 
and giving all local jurisdictions in Minnesota the option to use Ranked Choice Voting if they 
decide it is right for their communities.  
  
The foregoing resolution was offered by Councilmember Eaton, and upon due second by 
Councilmember Thayer, was passed by the following vote: 
 
Yeas: Eaton, Thayer, Johnson, Rivera 
Nays: Prince, Peterson 
Absent: None 
 
Passed: March 20, 2023 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
       
    
Michelle R. Miller, City Clerk Jorge S. Prince, Mayor 



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. ____ 
IN SUPPORT OF RANKED CHOICE VOTING 

 

WHEREAS, the political divide in local communities, our state, and our country are 
significant and growing, and  

WHEREAS, a greater political divide leads to lesser representation, greater animosity, 
instability in policy, and gridlock, and  

WHEREAS, there are significant challenges facing our community and every community 
in the state and country, and  

WHEREAS, the best and fairest way to face and overcome challenges is through as 
much consensus as possible, and  

WHEREAS, Ranked Choice Voting, by design, is a system that intentionally attempts to 
elect representatives through consensus, and  

WHEREAS, the people of our democracy deserve better and more productive policies, 
and  

WHEREAS, Minnesota State law currently, though perhaps not explicitly, prohibits the 
use of Ranked Choice Voting in local and state elections, and  

WHEREAS, Ranked Choice Voting is simple, easy, and efficient, and  

WHEREAS, most opposition and misinformation about Ranked Choice Voting is driven 
by the political parties that are causing the political divide, and  

WHEREAS, it is prudent to improve our election system to better represent the will of 
the people, and  

WHEREAS, there are examples of Ranked Choice Voting and its success in the State 
of Minnesota as well as the country, and  

WHEREAS, Ranked Choice Voting provides a viable path for more options beyond the 
two major political parties, and  

WHEREAS, Ranked Choice Voting eliminates spoiler and wasted vote dynamics, and  

WHEREAS, Ranked Choice Voting practically eliminates negative campaigning, and 
thereby reducing the influence of outside money in campaigns, and  

WHEREAS, local jurisdictions should at least have the opportunity to determine for 
themselves if Ranked Choice Voting should be used for their local elections,  

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that we support removing regulatory barriers and 
giving all local jurisdictions in Minnesota the option to use Ranked Choice Voting if they 



 

 

decide it is right for their communities, and  

ALSO, THEREFORE, be it resolved that we support the use of Ranked Choice Voting in 
all statewide elections in Minnesota. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Cook County Board of Commissioners on December 
13, 2022, by the following vote: 

 
MOTION, _________, and SECOND, ________. 
AYES: Mills, Sullivan, Svaleson, Storlie, Hawkins 
NAYS: None. 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
 ) ss 
COUNTY OF COOK ) 
 
I, Braidy Powers, County Auditor, Cook County, Minnesota  hereby certify that I have 
compared the foregoing copy of the resolution of the County Board of 
Commissioners with the original record thereof on file in the Auditor’s Office of Cook 
County in Grand Marais, Minnesota as stated in the minutes of the proceedings of 
said Board at a meeting duly held on the 13th Day of 2022 and that the same is a true 
and correct copy of said original record and of the whole thereof, and that said 
resolution was duly passed by said board at said meeting. 
 
Witness by hand and seal this     day of ______ , 2022. 

 
 

Braidy Powers, Cook County Auditor-Treasurer 



r--DocuSigned by: 

Dated: April 6, 2021 

DocuSi99ed by: 

Sharon a4g4t,T4t3PECIerk 
Attest: 

197.09467ED9E4C2. 
James 8. Hovland, Mayor 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-26 
SUPPORTING LOCAL CONTROL FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS 

WHEREAS, all townships and school districts, 86 of 87 counties, and 85 percent of cities fall under 
statutory rules for the conduct of local elections and must ask permission of the Legislature to make changes to 
these rules; and 

WHEREAS, statutory cities like Edina do not have the authority under state law to adopt Ranked 
Choice Voting (RCV) even if they think it would be appropriate; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Options provision in the current RCV bill aims to remove regulatory barriers and 
extend authority to adopt RCV to local statutory jurisdictions like Edina; and 

WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options provision allows the flexibility to efficiently include ranked and 
unranked elections on a single ballot; and 

WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options provision provides consistent standards for the administration of 
RCV in cities that choose to use it; and 

WHEREAS, the League of Minnesota Cities supports the need for consistent RCV rules for use in 
Minnesota cities for both even and odd-year local elections and the City of Edina has included support for the 
local option of using RCV as part of its legislative priorities; and 

WHEREAS, the RCV local options provision contains no mandates, but simply provides local 
jurisdictions with the permission and tools they need to consider and implement RCV if they wish; and 

WHEREAS, a growing number of cities have adopted RCV -- including Minneapolis, St. Paul, St. Louis 
Park, Bloomington and Minnetonka -- and more cities are exploring RCV because it provides a number of benefits 
over current local elections; and 

WHEREAS, local jurisdictions like Edina should have the opportunity to determine for themselves if 
RCV should be used for their local elections. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNDERSIGNED, The Edina City Council 
hereby declares its support removing regulatory barriers and giving all local jurisdictions in Minnesota the option 
to use Ranked Choice Voting if they decide it is right for their communities. 

CITY OF EDINA 
4801 West 50th Street • Edina, Minnesota 55424 

www.EdinaMN.gov  • 952-927-8861 • Fax 952-826-0389 



STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN) SS 
CITY OF EDINA 	) 

CERTIFICATE OF CITY CLERK 
I, the undersigned duly appointed and acting City Clerk for the City of Edina do hereby certify that the attached 
and foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Edina City Council at its Regular Meeting of April 6, 2021, and 
as recorded in the Minutes of said Regular Meetin 

WITNESS my hand and seal of said City this   (5  	day of 

City Clerk 



Local Options Bill Background Information 

The Ranked Choice Voting Local Options bill sponsored by Representatives Steve Elkins (DFL- 
Bloomington) and Mike Freiberg (DFL-Golden Valley) had its first 2019 hearing on 2/20/2019 
with the House Subcommittee on Elections. It was included and passed in the 2019 Government 
Operations omnibus bill. A Senate companion bill (SF 2424) was introduced during the 2019 
session by Rep. Kent Eken, DFL-Twin Valley. The Minnesota Senate did not hear any election 
bills in 2019. 

 
The local options bill would give any city, school district, etc., the right to use RCV if they wish, 
without having to ask the Legislature for permission. This bill would free statutory jurisdictions 
to use Ranked Choice Voting if they choose, and allow charter cities to approve RCV by 
ordinance. It also would establish guidelines to ensure that the next generation of voting 
equipment is RCV-capable. The bill would impose no mandates and has no effect whatsoever on 
communities uninterested in pursuing RCV. 

 
In Minnesota, only 15% of our cities have the option to set their own rules for their local 
elections. The remaining 85% of cities, all townships, all school districts, all soil & water boards, 
and all counties except Ramsey, would have to ask the Minnesota Legislature for permission to 
use Ranked Choice Voting for their elections. 

 
Community members have asked the Hopkins School Board to consider a resolution of support 
for this measure, as it aligns with our LAC platform plank on local control. 

 

A Resolution Supporting Local Control for Local Elections 
 

 
 

WHEREAS, all townships and school districts, 86 of 87 counties, and 85 percent of cities fall 
under the statutory rule for the conduct of local elections and must ask permission of the 
Legislature to make changes to these rules; and 

WHEREAS, local charter (or home rule) cities that hold elections in even years along with state 
and federal elections must comply with restrictive state partisan ballot design requirements; and 

WHEREAS, there are no consistent rules for the administration of Ranked Choice Voting in 
local jurisdictions in Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, the Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) Local Options bill aims to remove regulatory 
barriers and extend the authority to adopt Ranked Choice Voting to local statutory jurisdictions; 
and 

WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options bill contains no mandates; and 



WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options bill provides for the flexibility to efficiently include ranked 
and non-ranked elections on a single ballot; and 

WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options bill provides consistent standards for the administration of 
RCV in cities that choose to use it; and 

WHEREAS, the League of Minnesota Cities supports the need for consistent RCV rules for use 
in Minnesota cities for both even and odd-year local elections; and 

WHEREAS, the RCV local options bill contain no mandates, but simply provides local 
jurisdictions with the permission and tools they need to consider and implement RCV if we wish; 
and 

WHEREAS, a growing number of cities are exploring RCV because it provides a number of 
benefits over current expensive and low-participation local elections, including: 

● Making voting simpler for voters by eliminating the need for local nonpartisan primaries 
and consolidating two elections into one; 

● Saving the cost of primaries altogether in cities with odd-year local elections; 
● Demonstrably increasing voter participation; 
● Ensuring majority winners in a single election. Voters rank their preferences on the 

ballot, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and so on. If no candidate receives a majority of first choices, then 
the least popular candidate is defeated and their ballots are reassigned to those voters’ 
second choices; and this process is repeated until one candidate receives a majority of 
continuing ballots; 

● Making voting easier for deployed military members and other citizens abroad by 
requiring one less election for them to receive and return their ballots on time; 

● Improving the civility of campaigning; and 
● Reducing the influence of outside money in campaigns. 

WHEREAS, 85 to 95 percent of polled voters in the Twin Cities consistently say that RCV is 
simple to use; 

WHEREAS, the Local Options measure is a significant opportunity to improve elections in 
cities, counties, townships, and school districts throughout the state. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNDERSIGNED, we support removing 
regulatory barriers and giving all local jurisdictions in Minnesota the option to use Ranked 
Choice Voting if they decide it is right for their communities. 
 
Approved by the Hopkins School Board on February 27, 2020 













Red Wing City Council 
Resolution No. 7351 

 
A Resolution Supporting Local Control for Local Elections 

 
WHEREAS, all townships and school districts, 86 of 87 counties, and 85 percent of  
cities fall under the statutory rule for the conduct of local elections and must ask  
permission of the Legislature to make changes to these rules; and  
 
WHEREAS, local charter (or home rule) cities that hold elections in even years along  
with state and federal elections must comply with restrictive state partisan ballot  
design requirements; and  
 
WHEREAS, there are no consistent rules for the administration of Ranked Choice  
Voting in local jurisdictions in Minnesota; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) Local Options bill aims to remove  
regulatory barriers and extend the authority to adopt Ranked Choice Voting to local  
statutory jurisdictions; and  
 
WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options bill contains no mandates; and  
 
WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options bill provides for the flexibility to efficiently include  
ranked and non -ranked elections on a single ballot; and  
 
WHEREAS, the RCV Local Options bill provides consistent standards for the  
administration of RCV in cities that choose to use it; and  
 
WHEREAS, the League of Minnesota Cities supports the need for consistent RCV  
rules for use in Minnesota cities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the RCV local options bill contain no mandates, but simply provides local  
jurisdictions with the permission and tools they need to consider and implement RCV  
if we wish; and  
 
WHEREAS, a growing number of cities are exploring RCV because it provides a  
number of benefits over current expensive and low -participation local elections,  
including:  
 

• Making voting simpler for voters by eliminating the need for local nonpartisan primaries 
and consolidating two elections into one;  

• Saving the cost of primaries altogether in cities with odd -year local elections;  
• Demonstrably increasing voter participation;  
• Ensuring majority winners in a single election. Voters rank their preferences on the 

ballot, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and so on. If no candidate receives a majority of first choices, then 
the least popular candidate is defeated and their ballots are reassigned to those voters' 
second choices; and this process is repeated until one candidate receives a majority of 
continuing ballots;  

 



• Making voting easier for deployed military members and other citizens abroad by 
requiring one less election for them to receive and return their ballots on time;  

• Improving the civility of campaigning; and  
• Reducing the influence of outside money in campaigns.  

 
WHEREAS, more than 87 percent of polled voters in the Twin Cities say that RCV is  
simple to use;  
 
WHEREAS, the Local Options measure is a significant opportunity to improve  
elections in cities, counties, townships, and school districts throughout the state.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNDERSIGNED, we support  
removing regulatory barriers and giving all local jurisdictions in Minnesota the option  
to use Ranked Choice Voting if they decide it is right for their communities.  
 
Adopted this 28th day of January, 2019.  
 
Dean Hove, Council President  
 
ATTEST:  
Teri L. Swanson, MCMC  
 
City Clerk  
(seal)  
 
Presented to the Mayor at p.m. on this day of January, 2019.  
Approved this day of January, 2019.  
Sean M. Dowse, Mayor  
 



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, alltownships andschooldistricts, 86of87counties, and85percent ofcities
fallunder thestatutory rulefortheconduct oflocalelections andmustaskpermission of
theLegislature tomakechanges totheserules; and

WHEREAS, localcharter (orhomerule) cities thatholdelections inevenyearsalongwith
stateandfederal elections mustcomply withrestrictive statepartisan ballot design
requirements; and

WHEREAS, therearenoconsistent rulesfortheadministration ofRanked Choice Voting
inlocal jurisdictions inMinnesota; and

WHEREAS, theRanked Choice Voting (RCV) LocalOptions billaimstoremove
regulatory barriers andextend theauthority toadoptRanked Choice Voting tolocal
statutory jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, theRCVLocalOptions billcontains nomandates; and

WHEREAS, theRCVLocalOptions billprovides fortheflexibility toefficiently include
ranked andnon-ranked elections onasingleballot; and

WHEREAS, theRCVLocalOptions billprovides consistent standards forthe
administration ofRCVincities thatchoose touseit; and

WHEREAS, theLeague ofMinnesota Citiessupports theneedforconsistent RCVrules
foruseinMinnesota cities; and

WHEREAS, theRCVlocaloptions billcontain nomandates, butsimplyprovides local
jurisdictions withthepermission andtools theyneedtoconsider andimplement RCVif
wewish; and

WHEREAS, agrowing number ofcitiesareexploring RCVbecause itprovides anumber
ofbenefits overcurrent expensive andlow-participation localelections, including:   

1. Making voting simpler forvotersbyeliminating theneedforlocalnonpartisan
primaries andconsolidating twoelections intoone;  

2. Saving thecostofprimaries altogether incitieswithodd-year localelections;  
3. Demonstrably increasing voterparticipation;  
4. Ensuring majority winners inasingleelection. Voters ranktheirpreferences onthe

ballot, 1st, 2nd, 3rdandsoon. Ifnocandidate receives amajority offirstchoices,  
thentheleastpopular candidate isdefeated andtheirballots arereassigned to
thosevoters’ second choices; andthisprocess isrepeated untilonecandidate
receives amajority ofcontinuing ballots;  
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5. Making voting easier fordeployed military members andothercitizens abroad by
requiring onelesselection forthemtoreceive andreturn theirballots ontime;   

6. Improving thecivilityofcampaigning; and
7. Reducing theinfluence ofoutside money incampaigns.  

WHEREAS, more than87percent ofpolled voters intheTwinCitiessaythatRCVis
simple touse;  

WHEREAS, theLocalOptions measure isasignificant opportunity toimprove elections
incities, counties, townships, andschool districts throughout thestate.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED BYTHEROCHESTER CITY COUNCIL, we
support removing regulatory barriers andgiving alllocal jurisdictions inMinnesota the
option touseRanked Choice Voting.   

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED, that thislegislation beaddedasapriority intheRochester
Legislative Agenda untilpassed.   

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

ROCHESTER,  MINNESOTA,  THIS  __________  DAY OF _______________, 2020.  

PRESIDENT OFSAIDCOMMON COUNCIL

ATTEST:  __________________________  
CITYCLERK

APPROVED THIS  _____  DAY OF  ______________________, 2020.  

MAYOR OFSAIDCITY

SealoftheCityof
Rochester, Minnesota)  

2nd March2nd                         March

4th                               March


