Reuse: Capture rate by material

By accounting for the total discarded amount of a specific material, capture rates inherently set J

a target for how much additional material is available to capture for recycling. In the current
system, it's unrealistic to achieve a recycling rate of 100 percent as not all of the material
Minnesotans discard can be easily recycled. In an ideal scenario, it would be feasible to reach
a 100% capture rate for some traditionally recycled materials (like aluminum). As the chart
below shows, some materials already have relatively high capture rates statewide, like mixed
paper and steel. This means of all the discarded mixed paper, Minnesota captured about 67.7..
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Materials Recycled Tons Wasted Tons Total generation Capture rate
Aluminum Cans 17,554 13,259 30,814 57.0%
Aluminum Ingot 38,630 23,204 61,834 62.5%
Building Materials 144,993 188,947 333,940 43.4%
Carpet 16 76,242 76,257 0.0%
Copper Wire 85,476 89,501 174,977 48.8%
Food Waste 376,024 590,044 966,068 38.9%
Glass 124,279 59,667 183,946 67.6%
Mixed Electronics 9,786 39,778 49,564 19.7%
Mixed Metals 21,087 99,446 120,532 17.5%
Mixed Paper 834,419 397,783 1,232,202 67.7%
Mixed Plastics 66,375 590,044 656,420 10.1%
Other 116,134 0 116,134 100.0%
Steel Cans 423,997 23,204 447,201 94.8%
Tires 35,822 0 35,822 100.0%
Yard Trimmings 476,008 92,816 568,824 83.7%

*includes boxboard and cardboard
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