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March 4,2024

ChairJim Carlson
3221 Minnesota Senate Building
StPaul, MN 55155

Hello Chair Carlson and members of the Senate Elections Committee,

Healthy Democracy Healthy People- Minnesota (HDHP-MN) is a nonpartisan coalition of health sector
organizationsunited by our understandingthata healthy inclusive democracy serves as a
foundation for the health andwellbeing of our communities. Studies reveal that communities with
high voter participation enjoy greater social cohesion and better health. * Recentresearch hasalso
showna strong relationship between health outcomesand those policies that strengthen and
protectdemocracy, including provisionsin the Minnesota Voting RightsAct. *3%*

The federal VRA has alsobeen shownto be associated with decreasesin Black infant deaths, °which
is of particularnote here in Minnesota as we continue to see racial disparities in birth outcomes.
These findings furtherillustrate the importance of protecting the right to vote for health and racial
equity. For these reasons, HDHP- MN is writing in support of the Minnesota Voting Rights Act,
SF3994 because it would restore and clarify protectionsagainst discrimination for voters of color
in Minnesota in the face of arecent federal 8th Circuit Court decision thatweakened those
protectionsin our state. Congress passed the federal Voting Rights Actin 1965 (VRA) to prevent
stateandlocal governments from passing laws or policies thatdiscriminate against voters on the
basis of race or language minority status. The federal VRA undid many Jim Crow-era
discriminatory policies and worked to ensure the right and freedom to vote of every citizen by
workingto eliminateracial discrimination in voting. This bill builds upon the federal Voting Rights
Act (VRA), one of the most successful civil rights measures and alandmark legislation protecting
andexpanding voting rights.

Ashealth professionals we are committed champions for the conditions thatare vital to advancing
healthandracial equity. Persistentracial inequities in voter participation in Minnesota make the
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protectionsof the MNVRA even moreurgent. In November 2020, 84 percent of eligible white
Minnesotans wereregistered to vote-compared to 79 percent of Asian voters, 75 percent of
Hispanic voters, and 71 percent of Black voters (source: U.S. Census Bureau). An inclusive
representative democracy is a key path towards a healthy thriving state. ©

HDHP-MN stands firm in our assertion that our healthis almost completely connected to our ability
toinfluence the policy decisions that create the conditions necessary for health. For ademocracy to
be trulyinclusive and representative, we must pass legislation that protects the rightto vote forall
Minnesotans. We strongly support SF3994 and urge members of the Senate Elections Committee to
votein favor of this critical legislation.

Best,

Jeanne Ayers

Healthy Democracy Healthy People— Minnesota
3030 Shorewood Lane

Roseville, MN 55113
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