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AFREC: Agricultural Fertilizer 

Research and Education Council

This program was created by the MN Legislature to 

ensure that Minnesota farmers and ag professionals have 

access to high quality fertilizer recommendations and 

“state of the art” technology.

Since conception in 2009, AFREC has invested over $13 

Million into soil fertility research and education projects.



What Does AFREC Provide?

AFREC’s mission is to improve fertilizer 

efficiency, farm profitability, and 

Minnesota’s agricultural environment

AFREC provides leadership, long-term 

funding, leveraging, and coordination across 

farm organizations, industry, academics and 

state government



How is AFREC Funded?

•  40 cents per ton on all fertilizers sold

• Statewide average is approx. 6 to 8 cents per acre per year

• Vast majority (95%+) of the funds are provided by 

fertilizers used for agricultural production

• $1.0 to $1.2 Million is available for grants each year

• Grants are competitive—anyone can apply



How do AFREC Fees Compare to Other 

States/Programs?

?  



Quick Look at AFREC’s Budget
 (Averaged Across the Last Seven Years)

?  

MDA Staff and 

Salary

7%

Agency Indirect 

Costs & MNIT 

Services 

11%

Grants 

Distributed

82%

AFREC Distribution 2016 to 2023

MDA Staff and Salary

Agency Indirect Costs & MNIT Services

Grants Distributed

Average Annual Funds 

Available for Grants:

$1.05 Million



AFREC Council Membership

FORMAL MEMBERSHIP

• MN Crop Production Retailers;

• MN Corn Growers Association;

• MN Soybean Growers Association;

• Sugar Beet Growers Industry;

• MN Association of Wheat Growers;

• Potato Growers Industry;

• MN Farm Bureau;

• MN Farmers Union;

• MN Irrigators Association;

• MN Grain and Feed Association;

• MN Independent Crop Consultant 

Association or CCA

Ex Officio from UM, MDA, and Edible 

Beans



AFREC Accomplishments

2008 - 2023

• Development of unbiased and scientifically 

defensible Fertilizer Guidelines and associated 

4Rs/BMPs

• Huge improvements in fertilizer education

• MDA has managed over 250 individual awards, 

most in partnership with the University of 

Minnesota

• Serves as the “cornerstone” for all fertility research 

across the various commodity groups



The “Return on Investment” is Huge



Extension Has Created a National Educational 

Model for Nutrient Related Outreach



Agricultural Community Support for AFREC

• Legislative authority to collect the fees will sunset June 30, 

2024

• All 11 farm organizations strongly support the continuation 

of the AFREC program

• Recommend keeping the fee at 40 cents per ton

• Retain the existing program structure

• Reauthorize for another 10 years (MN Statutes 18C.70, 

18C.71, 18C.80, and 18C.425)



Questions?

Thank You

Please visit MNSOILFERTILITY.COM 

for additional information
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