
 
 

March 19, 2023 

 

Senator Kelly Morrison, MD 

Assistant Majority Leader 

Minnesota Senate  

Via Electronic Delivery 

 

Re: Support of HF 366 / SF 165 Reproductive Freedom Defense Act 

 

Dear Senator Morrison: 

 

The Minnesota Affiliate of the American College of Nurse Midwives (MN ACNM) is the local branch of 

our national professional association, the American College of Nurse Midwives (ACMN). We have 

represented midwifery in Minnesota since 1971, and we currently represent over 400 Certified Nurse 

Midwives in Minnesota. Nurse Midwives are licensed as Advanced Practice Registered Nurses by the 

Minnesota Board of Nursing, with a population focus in women’s and gender-related health.  

 

MN ACNM is writing in support of HF 366 / SF 165 Reproductive Freedom Defense Act, which introduces 

statutory protection for both healthcare providers and healthcare recipients. ACNM affirms that 

everyone has the right to make autonomous choices for their own reproductive health in a setting that 

demonstrates dignity and informed decision-making.1 Ultimately, the protections proposed in HF 366/ 

SF 165 have great potential to protect patients and providers, and their ability to collaborate for 

reproductive healthcare in a dignified and safe setting.  

 

This bill aligns well with ACNM’s Code of Ethics, which recognizes privacy as one of the most basic of 

human rights2. The relationship between a midwife and a patient is built upon the foundation of privacy 

and respect. HF 366 / SF 165 promotes patient privacy by proposing limitations on a health record 

releases to other states if court ordered or subpoenaed.  

 

Nurse Midwives, as well other healthcare providers, will benefit from the provider protections proposed 

by HF 366/ SF 165, including protection from potential penalties from licensing boards and from other 

states, as a result of performing evidenced based reproductive healthcare which falls in their scope of 

practice. The American College of Obstetrician-Gynecologists’ (ACOG) Collaboration in Practice 

recommends that health care providers (including the Midwives of ACNM) “function to the full extent of 

their education, certification, and experience” and recommends that states “rely on the clinical guidance 

set by professional associations when licensing and regulating health care providers”3. Reproductive 

healthcare, including abortion, is essential healthcare and falls within the scope of practice for ACNM 

Midwives1,4  with demonstrated safe outcomes5,6,7. Midwives are in a great position to expand 

reproductive healthcare access of all kinds for pregnant people in both rural and urban regions, 

particularly given their long history of serving historically underserved peoples.  

https://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000293/Code-of-Ethics-w-Explanatory-Statements-June-2015.pdf
https://www.acog.org/-/media/project/acog/acogorg/clinical/files/task-force-report/articles/2016/collaboration-in-practice-implementing-team-based-care.pdf


 

 

 

MN ACNM enthusiastically supports HF 366 / SF 165 Reproductive Freedom Defense Act. This bill 

proposes to protect patient’s privacy, and proposes to elevate healthcare practice by removing barriers  

to providing evidence-based healthcare, by enabling healthcare providers to practice to the full extent 

of their certified scope of practice, and by protecting healthcare providers from potential penalties for 

performing evidenced based reproductive healthcare.  

 

Thank you for authoring this bill. Please call upon ACNM for further support when needed.  

In partnership, 

 
 
Amanda Huber, APRN, CNM 
Legislative Chair 
MN Affiliate of American College of Nurse-Midwives 
 

 

References 

1. ACNM, Access to Comprehensive Sexual and Reproductive Health Care Services 
https://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000087/Access-
to-Comprehensive-Sexual-and-Reproductive-Health-Care-Services-FINAL-04-12-17.pdf  

2. ACNM, Code of Ethics 
https://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000293/Code-
of-Ethics-w-Explanatory-Statements-June-2015.pdf  

3. ACOG, Collaboration in Practice: Implementing Team-Based Care, 2016  
https://www.acog.org/-/media/project/acog/acogorg/clinical/files/task-force-
report/articles/2016/collaboration-in-practice-implementing-team-based-care.pdf  

4. ACNM, Midwives as Abortion Providers 
https://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/acnmlibrarydata/uploadfilename/000000000314/PS-
Midwives-as-Abortion-Providers-FINAL-August-2019.pdf?mc_cid=b4924e8c2d&mc_eid=UNIQID  

5. APHA, Provision of Abortion Care by Advanced Practice Nurses and Physician Assistants 
Provision of Abortion Care by Advanced Practice Nurses and Physician Assistants (apha.org) 

6. Porsch, et al, 2020 Advanced practice clinicians and medication abortion safety: A 10-year 
Retrospective Review, Contraception, vol. 101 (5) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0010782420301190  

7. ANSIRH, Health Workforce Pilot Project #171 Final Update 
https://www.ansirh.org/sites/default/files/documents/hwppupdate-june2014.pdf 

 

 

https://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000087/Access-to-Comprehensive-Sexual-and-Reproductive-Health-Care-Services-FINAL-04-12-17.pdf
https://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000087/Access-to-Comprehensive-Sexual-and-Reproductive-Health-Care-Services-FINAL-04-12-17.pdf
https://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000293/Code-of-Ethics-w-Explanatory-Statements-June-2015.pdf
https://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000293/Code-of-Ethics-w-Explanatory-Statements-June-2015.pdf
https://www.acog.org/-/media/project/acog/acogorg/clinical/files/task-force-report/articles/2016/collaboration-in-practice-implementing-team-based-care.pdf
https://www.acog.org/-/media/project/acog/acogorg/clinical/files/task-force-report/articles/2016/collaboration-in-practice-implementing-team-based-care.pdf
https://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/acnmlibrarydata/uploadfilename/000000000314/PS-Midwives-as-Abortion-Providers-FINAL-August-2019.pdf?mc_cid=b4924e8c2d&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.midwife.org/acnm/files/acnmlibrarydata/uploadfilename/000000000314/PS-Midwives-as-Abortion-Providers-FINAL-August-2019.pdf?mc_cid=b4924e8c2d&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/28/16/00/provision-of-abortion-care-by-advanced-practice-nurses-and-physician-assistants
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0010782420301190
https://www.ansirh.org/sites/default/files/documents/hwppupdate-june2014.pdf

