Minnesota Senate

Human Services Committee

Chair — Sen. Hoffman; Vice Chair — Sen. Fateh
March 27, 2023

Re: Opposing SF 1593 — EIDBI Rate Increase; it is waste of time, money, and
resources

Dear Mr. Chair and Mr. Vice Chair,

My name is Idil Abdull, I am a Somali Autism Mom, Advocate, and EIDBI provider. I oppose
this bill for several reasons. First, I am disappointed that I am being silenced and the chair has
refused to allow me to speak publicly and oppose this unnecessary, expensive, anti-diversity, and
not needed legislation. This is a public committee using public funds run by public elected
officials. It is unprecedented that some of the public are muted and silenced.

1. Itis redundant. As you know the governor and DHS have a rate study language in their
bill and budget. That language will have diverse voices, is cost-effective and necessary.

2. It has a fiscal note that we do not know yet.

3. If'the goal is culturally responsive to everything, and it is preached by this committee
then this legislation was not drafted in such a way.

4. As you all know, Somali kids born in Minnesota have the highest autism rate in any
group in Minnesota and nationwide. Yet so many Somali autism families including me
were excluded from this bill.

5. There are more Somali EIDBI providers than any other ethnicity, yet many of us were not
at the table. Quite frankly, as a black woman, I am tired of never being at the table in so
many policies and often on the menu. Again, disparity is created by actions like this.

6. I hope that this committee spends the money on this bill increasing diverse BCBAs since
there are almost none in Minnesota, even though EIDBI providers are forced to have one.
That is needed not this bill.

Finally, as you know Mr. Chair, you voted against EIDBI initially almost a decade ago. Back
then it was not called EIDBI. We in the Somali community were simply asking MA to cover
autism therapy for the low-income autistic child. It is also noted on the record that the group that
is now pushing to make more money from EIDBI was against it. They testified and lobbied
against it.

Thanks for your time,

Sincerely,

Idil Abdull — Somali Autism Mom, Advocate, and EIDBI Provider



