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THE COALITION

The Highway 55 Corridor Coalition was formed in 2001 to
advocate for increased safety and capacity improvements
along the Minnesota Trunk Highway 55 Corridor from |-494
in Plymouth to the western city limits of Annandale.

In collaboration with Hennepin and Wright Counties,
MnDOT and the Metropolitan Council, the Coalition is
comprised of:

* Local municipalities along the corridor
* Businesses and neighborhood organizations

e Concerned citizens

Our Mission

* Preserve the corridor by securing right-of-way and
maintaining current zoning

* Increase safety for all users

* Add capacity, including additional lanes, access control
and transit service where appropriate
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History of Success

The Coalition has helped drive the completion of numerous
projects over the past 21 years. These projects range
from resurfacing lengths of roadway, roadway widening,
intersection and safety improvements, and access
management enhancements that have improved the safety
and mobility of the corridor. Since the Coalition was formed
in 2001, over $20 million has been invested in corridor
improvements.

The many past successes of the Coalition have hinged on
collaborative efforts between the public and private sectors,
as well as from the dedication of its members over the past
nearly two decades.

A Path Forward

While several safety and operational improvement projects
have been completed, there is still work to be done.
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PROGRESS & PRIORITIES ALONG THE CORRIDOR
Annandale

TH 55 at TH 25 Intersection
Improvement with dual left turns

on all legs and improvements to
accommodate a Quiet Zone rail crossing

COMPLETED [ PRIORITY PROJECT |

[ MINNESOTA
Resurfacing CR 118 TO CR 19 - 2-lane to 4-lane

.
Lead agency: MnDOT

15 ?5 (s Ere)s) 2018 Traffic Volumes: 17,000 + (at current
Environmental Assessment Study ‘ capacity) Future traffic volumes will exceed
COMPLETED existing capacity
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Construction

qreeW Corcorant  cost estimate

TH 55 and CSAH 12 (Wright Co)
Traffic signal construction 2008

COMPLETED

TH 55 & CR 134/Calder Ave
New traffic signal, Expand TH 55 to

TH55atCR116/115

4-lanes
COMPLETED Intersection Improvements
MPLETED
TH 55 Resurfacing & safety N
. . improvements Buffalo to
The economic loss in crash Rockford
costs along the Highway 55 COMPLETED

Corridor between 2012 and

6%
2018 was almost $190 million

Average Growth
- Based on the National Safety Council’s 2005 9 TH 55 & Fernbrook Access Management,

economic cost figures for all cities along right of way, intersection improvements
. COMPLETED
the corridor

HELP US CLOSE THE FUNDING GAP

Funding Need and Availability Problems and Challenges
Increased funding is needed for safety related There is limited state funding for ( The Coalition
projects. Crashes along the Corridor cost planningand design work. is seeking funding
Minnesota’s economy millions of dollars each year. to help advance the

. Local Support High = Corrid
Request for Federal Aid . ” Ighway 5> Lorridor

Counties and cities have funded Coalition’s priority

Without ~ these  improvements,  economic |arge proportions of the Corridor’s project.
development initiatives between the Twin Cities  improvements well beyond their local \_ )

and its western suburbs are hindered. responsibility for a state facility.

For additional information on the Highway 55 Corridor Coalition, visit www.highway55.0rg or contact:

Coalition Leadership Chair Wright County, Virgil Hawkins, PE, Hennepin County, Chad Ellos, PE
Kent Koch, Mayor of Loretto Wright County Engineer Transportation Planning Division
Email: kkoch@ci.loretto.mn.us Wright County Highway Building Manager

3600 Braddock Ave NE, Buffalo, MN 55313 1600 Prairie Drive, Medina, MN 55340

Vice Chair, Tina Diedrick, Wright
County Commissioner, Email:
Tina.M.Diedrick@co.wright.mn.us

virgil.hawkins@co.wright.mn.us Chad.Ellos@hennepin.us
Phone: 763.682.7388 Phone 612.596.0395



