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Minnesota Senate Transportation Committee 
 

March 23, 2023 
 

Dear Members: 
 

SF2250 cancels statutes and denies access to public land to more than 95% of Minnesotans.  The goal of 

the bill is to find and eliminate all protective provisions keeping a state park in public ownership that 

currently permits visitor access, including commemorative and religious ceremony; transferring public 

ownership to private resulting in closure of the Park to all except for select members of a single tribe – 

less than 600 people.  This tribe has only occupied the area for 300 years according to the DNR’s July 

2009 report Upper Sioux Agency State Park Management Plan.  The original stewards displaced through 

warfare by the Dakota is the federally recognized Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska whose inhabitation 

of the area can be traced to 900 A.D. (Lance Foster, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Iowa Tribe of 

Kansas and Nebraska, 2012). 

 

The Upper Sioux Agency is, by statute, an Outdoor Recreation System Unit, a Historic Site, a Historic 

District, a place on the National Register of Historic Places.  These titles under State and US Code protect 

the land and its natural and cultural resources considered by all Minnesotans and visitors  including the 

historic buildings dating to the 1850s and 1860s.  For these reasons, the Park cannot be transferred.   

 

The nonprofit Minnesota Historical Society abandoned its interpretive responsibilities within the park in 

the 1980s (DNR, 2009).  

 

Regarding transportation, Upper Sioux Agency State Park is identified as the future trailhead for the 

Minnesota River State Trail (DNR, 2009).  Millions have been spent on the trail via planning and 

construction to create a trail to connect all historic sites in the area.  The fissures causing the closure of 

Hwy. 67 east of the Park’s entrance create even more need to keep the park within State ownership to 

permit a travel/trail routes in the River Valley that can no longer be accessed by roads.   

 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous historians have extensively researched Indigenous intertribal warfare and 

the U.S. – Dakota War and emphasize Upper Sioux Agency State Park’s importance.   

 

Public general knowledge does not include the Dakota as victors in their land conquests, nor the 

cooperation between French and American explorers and missionaries as demonstrated by the Upper 

Agency community in the confines of the Park.   

 

In 1854, Dakota ambushed and killed 25 Ojibwe and intimidated Agency inhabitants and Dakota who 

converted to Christianity by holding a scalp dance with the scalps at the Upper Agency.  (Anderson, Gary 

Clayton. Minnesota Massacre The Dakota War of 1862, the Most Violent Ethnic Conflict in American 

History. Page 54.)  This turmoil boiled to refusal of the June 1862 annuity and to the War. 

 

In Indigenous history, the Park was originally home to the Chiwere speaking Iowa tribe from 900 A.D. to 

about 1740 when the tribe lost to invading Dakota (Siouan speaking) tribes.   

 



The Upper Sioux Agency carries a history predating Dakota occupation and a history of man’s 

inhumanity to man regardless of skin color.  It can only be experienced and investigated under the eyes of 

a government willing to recognize all people, not those defined by a single Indigenous tribe. 

 

The fissures caused by natural fault lines closing Highway 67 to the east of the Park’s entrance have 

emphasized the need for the Minnesota River State Trail and the need for a trailhead to be continually 

developed.  The DNR supports further development of trail connections including those that cross 

existing highways.  Public access support via alternative trails with ADA provisions needs MnDOT’s 

leadership, cooperation, expertise, and support.   

 

Transportation Committee approval of SF2250 is not supportive to more than 95% of Minnesotans.  It 

would remove commemorative and religious rights from all parties other than a single tribe, victors of a 

1700 war.  Approval would waste all funds past, present and future including $250,000 serving as 

defeasance of capital investments.  All action related to this bill including defeasance need to be removed 

from consideration as well - SF676 1st Engrossment, Article 1Appropriations, Section 7 Natural 

Resources, Subdivision 21 Upper Sioux Agency Defeasance; $250,000 is needed from the general fund to 

excuse remaining GO bonding.   

 

 Thank you,  

 

Stephanie Chappell 
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Counterpoint: We should also 
remember other victims of 
1862 
The 650 men, women and children deserve our thoughts, too.  

By Curtis Dahlin 

 DECEMBER 29, 2022 — 5:45PM 

Opinion editor's note: Star Tribune Opinion publishes a mix of national and 

local commentaries online and in print each day. To contribute, click here. 

••• 

In "Riders share history's burden" (Dec. 27) the Star Tribune reported about Dakota Indians riding to 

Mankato and gathering there on Dec. 26, the anniversary of the hanging of 38 Dakota in 1862. Gov. Tim 

Walz was in attendance, and he apologized to the Dakota for the hanging of the 38 and for the removal of 

Dakota from Minnesota. 

But there is more to the story, as Walz, a former teacher, knows. 

In 1862, the Dakota were unhappy and angry over their situation for a variety of reasons. By 1862, they 

had sold most of their land to the U.S. government. By mid-August, grievances came to a head among the 

Dakota, and some decided to wage war on settlers along the Minnesota River valley. 

Early in the morning of Aug. 18, 1862, Dakota attacked the Lower Sioux Agency and then settlers who 

were living near them in Renville and Brown Counties. The Dakota's attacks that day were devastating, 

resulting in the killing of about 265 mostly unarmed men, women and children. Five Dakota warriors 

were killed. In the following days, the Dakota attacked Fort Ridgely twice and the town of New Ulm twice, 

but they were unable to take either place. 

Ultimately, 650 whites were killed. Among them were 40 adult women and 100 children age 10 or under, 

including infants. Some were killed with great brutality, which particularly enraged the white population. 

In addition, the Dakota took about 150 white women and children captive, along with many mixed-

bloods. 

By the end of the conflict some 100 Dakota warriors were killed, but no Dakota women or children. 

Gov. Alexander Ramsey learned of the attacks on the settlers on Aug. 19, and he selected Henry Sibley to 

lead the military response and stop the killing. Things got off to a rocky start for Sibley when on Sept. 2 

and 3, a large burial party he had by then dispatched was badly mauled by the Dakota at the battle of 

Birch Coulee. Sibley continued to gather his force, and on Sept. 23 he defeated the Dakota at the Battle of 

Wood Lake. Three days later, he freed the captives at what became known as Camp Release. 

Sibley established a military commission to try those Dakota who were accused of crimes. Nearly 400 

were tried, with just over 300 being convicted of capital offenses. The trials were brief and the Dakota 

were not represented by counsel. But neither were Civil War soldiers accused of crimes. It was a different 

https://www.startribune.com/a-guide-to-editorial-and-commentary/394172491/
https://www.startribune.com/submit-a-letter-or-commentary/115289839/
https://www.startribune.com/330-mile-horse-ride-to-remember-mass-execution-of-dakota-people-arrives-in-mankato/600238801/


time. White settlers were clamoring for justice, and after the war ended, had made several attacks on 

Dakota prisoners, killing three. 

President Abraham Lincoln had his staff review all the trial transcripts. He cut the number to be executed 

to 39, and one late reprieve brought the number to 38. Lincoln spared the lives of 265 convicted Dakota. 

The 38 were hanged at Mankato on Dec. 26, 1862. It was the largest mass execution in U.S. history, in 

response to the deadliest Indian uprising in U.S. history. 

In November 1862, about 1,600 Dakota dependents were taken to a camp at Fort Snelling. Here they were 

humanely treated, fed soldier's rations and protected from revenge-minded whites, of whom there were 

many. While at least 100 Dakota died in the camp from disease that winter, the same type of disease toll 

was taking place in the white community. The following spring, many but not all Dakota were shipped out 

of the state, to ensure none could resume killing settlers. 

The war was the most significant and tragic event in Minnesota's history. If violence were to erupt today 

killing the same proportion of the state's population, there would be some 18,000 dead. 

So governor, we know your feelings about the 38. What are your feelings about the 650 who were 

murdered? Are they worthy of being mentioned and remembered? Since this is now a public issue, I 

would request that you respond in a public setting. 

Curtis Dahlin lives in Roseville.  
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