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Minnesota & Climate-Smart 
Transportation Policy

Miguel Moravec, RMI

Benefits of decarbonizing the 
state’s most emission 

intensive sector

Introduction: Who we are
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Introduction: America Is All In Coalition

Minnesota is a Climate Leader

Source: Clean Energy Economy Minnesota, David Joles Star Tribune

Wind turbine towers in Lincoln County, MNApprentice Solar Workers, White Earth Tribal & Comm. 
College, St Paul, MN
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Minnesota is a Climate Leader

Source: Minnesota Citizen’s Utility Board

• 1993: Adopted social 
cost of carbon for 
utilities, led the fed

Minnesota is a Climate Leader

Source: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

• 1993: Adopted social 
cost of carbon for 
utilities, led the fed

• 2007: Among first to 
set statewide 
Climate Goal
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Source: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Minnesota is a Climate Leader

Minnesota is a Climate Leader

Source: Sierra Club & Rep. Jamie Long, Twitter

2023: 100% Clean Energy Law
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Transportation: Largest emitter in MN

Total Minnesota GHG Emissions by Economic Sector 
2005-2018

28%

Source: U.S. EPA, MN Pollution Control Agency. Note: Imported electricity excluded from MN emissions 

Clean Cars, IIJA not necessarily enough

Source: E&E News, Sierra Club, DeSmog
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MnDOT: Policy solutions needed

Source: MnDOT

“there is no silver bullet… 
Efforts to decarbonize 
transportation must go 
beyond a single policy, 
effort, or agency”

Colorado Model: Plan Climate-Smart

1.5 MMT CO2 
reduction means:

 5 Bus Rapid 
Transit 

 Bike & Walk 
networks

 More public 
options

Source: CDOT
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Colorado Model: Projected Benefits

$40B
savings
 Climate
 Health
 Equity

Source: SWEEP, CDOT CBA

Benefits: 100% clean transportation MN

Source: MnDOT
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Benefits: 100% clean transportation MN

Source: MnDOT

Benefits: 100% clean transportation MN

Source: RMI Analysis

$84B
Savings, using MN 
social cost carbon
2020-2050
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Benefits: Achieving MnDOT VMT goals

Source: MnDOT

Benefits: Achieving MnDOT VMT goals

Source: RMI Analysis

Savings:
MN STAC target (20%) 
vs baseline

Savings:
MnDOT target (7%) vs 
baseline

Cost Type:

$51 b$33 bFatalities, 
Comprehensive 

$23 b$20 bInjuries,
Comprehensive

$23 b - $32 b$15 b - $20 bMaintenance

$44 b - $24 b$14 b - $28 bFuel
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$200 B competitive 
IIJA funding 
prioritized for:

• Environment
• Safety
• Equity

Vice President Harris tours Electric Bus Factory, St Cloud, MN

Benefits: Federal Investment

MnDOT Survey: Clean Transportation

Source: MnDOT
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Minnesotans support expanding options

Source: MnDOT

Minnesotans support expanding options

Source: MnDOT
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Minnesotans support expanding options

Source: MnDOT

Conclusion

Minnesota Climate-Smart 
Transportation Policy would:

 Preserve climate leadership
 Fill need for transportation options
 Save tens of billions in costs
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Questions?
mmoravec@rmi.org
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