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LOCAL NEWS

More stop arm cameras coming to
Minnesota school buses

The grant project aims to help keep kids safe while also holding drivers
accountable who fail to stop for school buses with flashing lights and
stop arms extended.
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MONTICELLO, Minnesota — School districts and bus companies across the state are in the
process of installing stop arm cameras to their school buses as part of a four-phase project.

The Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety (DPS-OTS) has already
awarded more than $7.2 million to schools and transportation companies for stop arm camera
systems since the beginning of 2021 through Phase 1and Phase 2. They are currently in the
midst of Phase 3 of the project. DPS-OTS is partnering with the Minnesota State Patrol, along
with local police and sheriff departments across the state.
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The Stop Arm Camera Grant Project aims to help keep kids safe while also holding drivers
accountable who fail to stop for school buses with flashing lights and stop arms extended.

RELATED: $3.7M in bus stop arm cameras awarded to 42 school districts, transportation

companies

Minnesota state legislators have approved $14.7 million in total funding for the project for 2022
and 2023.

"The whole idea of this is no student and no parent should ever have to worry about that trip to
or from the school bus. What we've seen in Minnesota, and this is also across the country, is a
growing and significant increase in the disregard on the part of drivers for school bus stop arms
when they're extended," said Mike Hanson, DPS-OTS's director.

In the past five years, law enforcement has cited more than 4,600 drivers for stop arm
violations. According to a survey by the National Association of State Directors of Pupil
Transportation Services, 4,359 school bus drivers in Minnesota observed 1,003 stop arm
violations in one day in 2022.

Adam Kounkel, a manager at Hoglund Transportation in Monticello, witnesses violations every
day.

"Without fail, minimum 3 or 4 a day, probably," Kounkel said.

Hoglund Transportation is currently installing stop arm cameras for their school buses. Kounkel
expects all the equipment will be installed by MEA break. The company is a grant recipient
from Phase 1, receiving $20,384 for 23 camera systems for its buses.

"l do think it's going to help a ton in a lot of different ways," Kounkel said, who once witnessed
an impatient driver cut across a person's yard and past the kids getting off the bus to access a
side road.

"This is a proactive, education outreach program that's also backed up by enforcement,"
Hanson explained.

While the goal is not to write a bunch of citations, Hanson expects to see those numbers
increase now that they will have the evidence to back it up.
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"In the cases where these drivers are flagrantly going through these stop arms and putting our
kids in danger, the information will be turned over to law enforcement," Hanson said.

State law requires drivers to stop at least 20 feet from a school bus that is displaying red
flashing lights and/or its stop arm is extended when approaching from the rear and from the
opposite direction on undivided roads.

Drivers who do not stop for school buses face a $500 fine.

Phase 4 is expected to wrap up by the end of the year. By the time the project is complete,
Hanson estimates there will be more than 6,000 buses across the state with the stop arm
camera system.

Hanson said they are waiting a couple months to gather information but expect a preliminary
report on how things are going with the cameras by around Thanksgiving.

He added, "We need to have drivers held accountable. No parent and no student should fear
that trip to or from school and that's what this is all about."

Bethel launches NIL platform for student-athletes

After long COVID left her legally blind, St. Paul woman finds strength in numbers

Watch more local news:

Watch the latest local news from the Twin Cities in our YouTube playlist:

MSP airport workers ask for more affordable health care coverage

Got an eye for saving?
Drivers who switch to Progressive save an average of nearly $700 on car insurance

Progressive Insurance | Sponsored Get Quote

You could start your day with savings

https://www.kare11.com/article/news/local/more-stop-arm-cameras-coming-to-minnesota-school-buses-to-stop-offenders/89-6655ba49-1ee9-4ed5-aad... 3/4


https://www.kare11.com/local
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqTeHCJEcJ40vTLtVrNR3Nxhx76eVc8j1
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/local/bethel-university-launches-nil-platform-for-student-athletes/89-7e3921eb-3de6-4ea8-988d-524ddce9237d
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/local/kare11-extras/after-covid-left-her-legally-blind-st-paul-woman-finds-strength-in-numbers/89-1c98f5b7-fb2e-4377-b799-daef4342f319
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VopegrReoEA
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=094ad712-a2ef-4202-a08f-9f21587f7bad&ag=w84ju1y&sfe=161b33ed&sig=8w-I0iAYQE0vE9QqsSPl0ltS6jRDICJV2Fr2VFot7I8.&crid=rv27f1vq&cf=4610211&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.kare11.com&rcats=y29&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=taboola&uhow=80&agsa=&wp=0.5&rgz=55155&dt=PC&osf=Windows&os=Other&br=Chrome&svpid=1037839&rlangs=en&mlang=&did=12191841&rcxt=Other&tmpc=-4.449999999999989&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&c=Cg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEglNaW5uZXNvdGEaAzYxMyIKU2FpbnQgUGF1bDgBUAFYAnhvgAEFiAEDkAEBsAEAugEECDIYBMABop8D0AGinwOSAgk0MzM1MDgxMTE.&dur=CiUKDWNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTciFAjv__________8BEgdhZGJyYWluClAKNGNoYXJnZS1hbGxPZmZsaW5lQXR0cmlidXRpb25JbmZlcnJlZEJyYW5kSW1wYWN0VmlkZW8iGAir__________8BEgtpYmktM3BkLWF0dAo2Ch1jaGFyZ2UtYWxsSW50ZWdyYWxCcmFuZFNhZmV0eSIVCPn__________wESCGludGVncmFsCj0KJGNoYXJnZS1hbGxJbnRlZ3JhbFN1c3BpY2lvdXNBY3Rpdml0eSIVCPX__________wESCGludGVncmFsCjAKDGNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMSIgCP___________wESE3R0ZF9kYXRhX2V4Y2x1c2lvbnM.&durs=fG9aX0&crrelr=&npt=1&adpt=tb_ltaboola&fpa=278&pcm=3&ict=WiFi&said=4104300595730754949&auct=1&us_privacy=1---&tail=1&r=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N4492.284566THETRADEDESK/B29045268.355978645;dc_trk_aid=546065535;dc_trk_cid=122776250;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiAu5YnrYczupc1_L_SSStF8tFANLHxD0Za1nkDAnNDGnyDKpEIo-NTvu-n5tMb5AQ#tblciGiAu5YnrYczupc1_L_SSStF8tFANLHxD0Za1nkDAnNDGnyDKpEIo-NTvu-n5tMb5AQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tegna-kare&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%202nd%20|%20Card%201:
https://trc.taboola.com/tegna-kare/log/3/click?pi=%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmore-stop-arm-cameras-coming-to-minnesota-school-buses-to-stop-offenders%2F89-6655ba49-1ee9-4ed5-aad0-6899cad135d6&ri=3ec1cf785159b902fb6837db3b48fbfd&sd=v2_388e0a6315867f1e23b38845e5d3666f_5a9427c8-f5ea-4ee7-9b4c-f7adba380d34-tucta9b9524_1675867117_1675867117_CNawjgYQj6w_GJix24vjMCABKAMw4QE4kaQOQKn_Dki3y9kDUOUEWABg_hNo9IKM0PbT0McQcAE&ui=5a9427c8-f5ea-4ee7-9b4c-f7adba380d34-tucta9b9524&it=text&ii=~~V1~~-5046424912831382491~~oBQSLRADfkzaKOvrPdpqXyG0pdUbl3iCq5J9ohoBRSX6nH0OabNJtzzP-ddPU2nvK8Bm7FKD2NW1M1BCiW1-kuMDMqg65-jJbi04eURsbtqeHe1S9jo_X4timp5pCZhQ1qPnz8TIp56FGMwGW1REdFcoT0Ljhi6q_7q-4aXBcLjTcElWTfIcUebXRiIA27_wq_hJTXrJtpPE3nPslUJW_MRtuGavHYLcf43QsEm9dn427vqdIWWgiYQhDD6hh_zVnacuGz6stx0xKknzD0vmEBJ1Jc_OAKjexNlVWz3tUs5zdQFZsGFSgbf3s4KWxSspU3WBKtQ5invebAA8e8UjjNO9R-_uv3-lGV3-WRwKVP2PLWxCQvZF685fucsI37gYpBPcOVri_RmwT_yXX8_abW2sYFYDslvZqb8nqgMstdkMkRs5E3dYb-OTqkZ9ead4EhNLelyq8Uz6gswSINkywtXj2LOSwuGoMvKZzkZ54Pw&pt=text&li=rbox-t2v&sig=186df3194f5c78e5f4f12f3ebcfacc6b17b7ea7b672e&redir=https%3A%2F%2Finsight.adsrvr.org%2Ftrack%2Fclk%3Fimp%3D094ad712-a2ef-4202-a08f-9f21587f7bad%26ag%3Dw84ju1y%26sfe%3D161b33ed%26sig%3D8w-I0iAYQE0vE9QqsSPl0ltS6jRDICJV2Fr2VFot7I8.%26crid%3Drv27f1vq%26cf%3D4610211%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dwww.kare11.com%26rcats%3Dy29%26mste%3D%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Dtaboola%26uhow%3D80%26agsa%3D%26wp%3D0.5%26rgz%3D55155%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DWindows%26os%3DOther%26br%3DChrome%26svpid%3D1037839%26rlangs%3Den%26mlang%3D%26did%3D12191841%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D-4.449999999999989%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26c%3DCg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEglNaW5uZXNvdGEaAzYxMyIKU2FpbnQgUGF1bDgBUAFYAnhvgAEFiAEDkAEBsAEAugEECDIYBMABop8D0AGinwOSAgk0MzM1MDgxMTE.%26dur%3DCiUKDWNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTciFAjv__________8BEgdhZGJyYWluClAKNGNoYXJnZS1hbGxPZmZsaW5lQXR0cmlidXRpb25JbmZlcnJlZEJyYW5kSW1wYWN0VmlkZW8iGAir__________8BEgtpYmktM3BkLWF0dAo2Ch1jaGFyZ2UtYWxsSW50ZWdyYWxCcmFuZFNhZmV0eSIVCPn__________wESCGludGVncmFsCj0KJGNoYXJnZS1hbGxJbnRlZ3JhbFN1c3BpY2lvdXNBY3Rpdml0eSIVCPX__________wESCGludGVncmFsCjAKDGNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMSIgCP___________wESE3R0ZF9kYXRhX2V4Y2x1c2lvbnM.%26durs%3DfG9aX0%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D1%26adpt%3Dtb_ltaboola%26fpa%3D278%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DWiFi%26said%3D4104300595730754949%26auct%3D1%26us_privacy%3D1---%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN4492.284566THETRADEDESK%2FB29045268.355978645%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D546065535%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D122776250%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bltd%3D%26utm_source%3Dtaboola%26utm_medium%3Dreferral%26tblci%3DGiAu5YnrYczupc1_L_SSStF8tFANLHxD0Za1nkDAnNDGnyDKpEIo-NTvu-n5tMb5AQ%23tblciGiAu5YnrYczupc1_L_SSStF8tFANLHxD0Za1nkDAnNDGnyDKpEIo-NTvu-n5tMb5AQ&vi=1675867117720&p=thetradedesk-2158&r=73&lti=deflated&ppb=CIQH&cpb=EhIyMDIzMDIwOC02LVJFTEVBU0UYjY8eIMuKByoZY2gudGFib29sYXN5bmRpY2F0aW9uLmNvbTIIdHJjODAxMTc4gJyM4wlAkaQOSKn_DlC3y9kDWOUEYwj4FRDZHhgiZGMI1xYQ1R8YI2RjCLwXEOogGCRkYwjSAxDgBhgIZGMI3BUQ-yUYCWRjCKQnEIo1GC9kYwjQNxD-ShgwZGMIqjUQm0cYMmRjCPIkEJpGGBRkYwiWFBCaHBgYZGMI9joQlk4YOWRjCOskEIU1GB1kYwjh__________8BEOH__________wEYH2R4AYABwPcBiAGuz8XgAZABGJgB07Hbi-Mw&cta=true
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=4cd4a680-ad22-4682-8ee0-2fb1772d7638&ag=w84ju1y&sfe=161b33ed&sig=BEz6OLHsAor_PiA9QryWj6NHMUW_7iSsphIWWnbwGNE.&crid=vrekypc3&cf=4610211&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.kare11.com&rcats=y29&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=taboola&uhow=80&agsa=&wp=0.5&rgz=55155&dt=PC&osf=Windows&os=Other&br=Chrome&svpid=1037839&rlangs=en&mlang=&did=12191643&rcxt=Other&tmpc=-4.449999999999989&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&c=Cg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEglNaW5uZXNvdGEaAzYxMyIKU2FpbnQgUGF1bDgBUAFYAnhvgAEFiAEDkAEBsAEAugEECDIYBMABop8D0AGinwOSAgk0MzM1MDgxMTI.&dur=CiUKDWNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTciFAjv__________8BEgdhZGJyYWluClAKNGNoYXJnZS1hbGxPZmZsaW5lQXR0cmlidXRpb25JbmZlcnJlZEJyYW5kSW1wYWN0VmlkZW8iGAir__________8BEgtpYmktM3BkLWF0dAo2Ch1jaGFyZ2UtYWxsSW50ZWdyYWxCcmFuZFNhZmV0eSIVCPn__________wESCGludGVncmFsCj0KJGNoYXJnZS1hbGxJbnRlZ3JhbFN1c3BpY2lvdXNBY3Rpdml0eSIVCPX__________wESCGludGVncmFsCjAKDGNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMSIgCP___________wESE3R0ZF9kYXRhX2V4Y2x1c2lvbnM.&durs=fG9aX0&crrelr=&npt=1&adpt=tb_ltaboola&fpa=258&pcm=3&ict=WiFi&said=4104300595730754950&auct=1&us_privacy=1---&tail=1&r=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N4492.284566THETRADEDESK/B29045268.355978615;dc_trk_aid=546065532;dc_trk_cid=122454921;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiAu5YnrYczupc1_L_SSStF8tFANLHxD0Za1nkDAnNDGnyDKpEIozc3ci-ylvbdM#tblciGiAu5YnrYczupc1_L_SSStF8tFANLHxD0Za1nkDAnNDGnyDKpEIozc3ci-ylvbdM
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=4cd4a680-ad22-4682-8ee0-2fb1772d7638&ag=w84ju1y&sfe=161b33ed&sig=BEz6OLHsAor_PiA9QryWj6NHMUW_7iSsphIWWnbwGNE.&crid=vrekypc3&cf=4610211&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.kare11.com&rcats=y29&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=taboola&uhow=80&agsa=&wp=0.5&rgz=55155&dt=PC&osf=Windows&os=Other&br=Chrome&svpid=1037839&rlangs=en&mlang=&did=12191643&rcxt=Other&tmpc=-4.449999999999989&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&c=Cg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEglNaW5uZXNvdGEaAzYxMyIKU2FpbnQgUGF1bDgBUAFYAnhvgAEFiAEDkAEBsAEAugEECDIYBMABop8D0AGinwOSAgk0MzM1MDgxMTI.&dur=CiUKDWNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTciFAjv__________8BEgdhZGJyYWluClAKNGNoYXJnZS1hbGxPZmZsaW5lQXR0cmlidXRpb25JbmZlcnJlZEJyYW5kSW1wYWN0VmlkZW8iGAir__________8BEgtpYmktM3BkLWF0dAo2Ch1jaGFyZ2UtYWxsSW50ZWdyYWxCcmFuZFNhZmV0eSIVCPn__________wESCGludGVncmFsCj0KJGNoYXJnZS1hbGxJbnRlZ3JhbFN1c3BpY2lvdXNBY3Rpdml0eSIVCPX__________wESCGludGVncmFsCjAKDGNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMSIgCP___________wESE3R0ZF9kYXRhX2V4Y2x1c2lvbnM.&durs=fG9aX0&crrelr=&npt=1&adpt=tb_ltaboola&fpa=258&pcm=3&ict=WiFi&said=4104300595730754950&auct=1&us_privacy=1---&tail=1&r=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N4492.284566THETRADEDESK/B29045268.355978615;dc_trk_aid=546065532;dc_trk_cid=122454921;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiAu5YnrYczupc1_L_SSStF8tFANLHxD0Za1nkDAnNDGnyDKpEIozc3ci-ylvbdM#tblciGiAu5YnrYczupc1_L_SSStF8tFANLHxD0Za1nkDAnNDGnyDKpEIozc3ci-ylvbdM

