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About the League of Minnesota Cities

The League is a statewide 
association serving 837 of 

Minnesota’s 854 cities.

The League provides 
advocacy, education and 

training, risk management 
and other services. The 
League also operates an 
insurance trust for cities.



About 
Minnesota’s 
854 Cities

146 cities are in the seven-county 
metropolitan area

708 cities are in Greater Minnesota

705 cities have population < 5,000

498 cities have a population < 
1,000



Who We 
Represent

Cities and their elected and appointed officials

• Mayors and Councilmembers
• Appointed officials:

• Administrators/managers
• Clerks/elections administrators
• Finance officers
• Public safety leaders
• Engineers
• HR professionals
• Community developers
• and more

We do not represent individual cities on 
individual projects



What cities do:

Police Protection Fire Protection
Local Road

Construction and 
Maintenance

Drinking Water Wastewater Housing

Economic 
Development

Parks & 
Recreation

Community 
Services

Libraries Waste/Recycling Other Local
Services



Why Cities Need 
Representation

Cities are a large part of an entire level 
of government and provide crucial 
services to Minnesota communities.

Much of what cities can do is dictated 
by state law.

Cities ask for policies and resources to 
better address the needs of 
Minnesotans.



Legislative Issues Important to Cities

Local ControlLocal Control Environment & 
Water

Environment & 
Water TransportationTransportation Human Resources & 

Employment
Human Resources & 

Employment
Property Tax System 

& Public Finance
Property Tax System 

& Public Finance

Pensions & 
Retirement
Pensions & 
Retirement State BondingState Bonding Open Meeting Law 

& Data Practices
Open Meeting Law 

& Data Practices
Economic 

Development
Economic 

Development Public SafetyPublic Safety

ElectionsElections BroadbandBroadband HousingHousing
Land Use, 

Annexation and 
Zoning

Land Use, 
Annexation and 

Zoning
UtilitiesUtilities



How do we shape 
our legislative 
platform?

• Our policies are developed by our 
members and approved by our 
board of directors.

• Over 150 city officials from around 
the state meet each year to discuss 
issues impacting their communities 
and shape our legislative platform.

• The League uses these policies as 
a basis for our advocacy efforts and 
representing cities at the Capitol.
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