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Green Schools

• Improve 
Environmental 
Impact & Cost

• Improve 
Health

• Provide 
Environmental 
Education



Minnesota GreenStep Schools 
Outcome Areas for Best Practices











Picture this: One Step at a Time…, 
Teams of Schools, Districts, Students, 
Parents, and a supporting community 
of volunteers, non-profits, businesses, 
and local and state government 
agencies work together to help 
schools and their community take 
actions and build capacity to meet the 
challenges and opportunities of the 
future: preparing children for a 
changing economy, protecting our 
environment and community health, 
and harvesting the benefits of a clean 
energy future—all with guidance, 
assistance, and recognition from MN 
GreenStep Schools.



Overview & Features
• Statewide green best practices framework 

for K-12 schools 
• Free and Voluntary
• Challenge, assist, and recognize school greening
• Beginner-friendly step-by-step "on-ramp" to school 

greening
• Consistent metrics to simplify process & allow 

statewide tracking 
• Based on: 

– Delivery model of MN GreenStep Cities
– Performance areas of Green Ribbon Schools
– Research on emerging best practices and regional 

stakeholder needs 
• Connects existing programs and expertise with 

schools rather than reinvent or compete
• Higher performance schools in program to be 

comparable to Green Ribbon or LEED



Source: https://www.greenschoolsalliance.org/why-sustainable-schools



Energy, Cost, Climate

According to the Generation 180 Report, Minnesota schools rank 
#13 with a Total Solar Capacity of 23,159 kW. 

• “Nearly 1 in 10 Public Schools Has Solar”
• “Since 2015, the amount of solar installed by K-12 schools has TRIPLED”
• “If all U.S. K-12 schools were 100% powered by solar, they would offset 

the carbon dioxide emissions each year of 16 coal-fired power plants.”

https://generation180.org/brighter-future-2022/



After years of working with partners 
and stakeholders, the MN GreenStep 
Schools pilot version launched in 
2020 and has gained interest across 
Minnesota. As of November, 2022 
one or more contacts at 15 school 
districts, 36 schools, and 44 
resource organizations throughout 
Minnesota have expressed interest 
in the pilot program, --many more 
than can be effectively supported 
with current 10% FTE staffing from 
interim funding. 

As a free, voluntary program, a fully 
funded MN GreenStep Schools can 
help level the green school playing 
field so that all schools (independent 
of region or resources) can enjoy the 
benefits of green schools--improved 
learning, health, efficiency, and 
environmental quality.



Other State Programs

Source: https://dpi.wi.gov/environmental-ed/green-healthy-schools



Other State Programs

Source: https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/


Other State Programs

Source: 
https://news.maryland.go
v/msde/maryland-green-
school-program-grows-to-
656-schools/



“Many young people today deal with 
climate anxiety - struggling to find hope 
while witnessing an apparent lack of action 
amidst catastrophe. When students see 
their schools take action to reduce their 
environmental impact, it inspires them. It 
teaches them to care for the environment -
a value they will keep with them throughout 
the rest of their lives.”

“As student activists, we have faced many 
challenges, but through it all, our friends at 
MN GreenStep Schools have been some 
of the most supportive people in our 
network. MN GreenStep Schools brings us 
hope for a better world. In a time of 
environmental despair, there is nothing we 
need more.”

SUPPORT LETTERS 
EXCERPTS – See 
Hearing Packet for Full 
Letters



SUPPORT LETTERS 
EXCERPTS – See 
Hearing Packet for Full 
Letters



SUPPORT LETTER 
EXCERPTS – See 
Hearing Packet for Full 
Letters

“Schools are at the heart 
of our communities. They 
demonstrate to our youth 
what our values are and 
prepare them for the 
future.”

“I believe that the GreenStep 
Schools program will benefit 
our schools and students, 
allow Minnesota to continue 
as a national leader in the 
clean energy economy, and 
will support job creation, 
which is critical to 
Minnesota’s future.”



SUPPORT LETTER 
EXCERPTS – See 
Hearing Packet for Full 
Letters

“The green economy is 
one of the fastest 
growing parts of the 
American economy and 
preparing the students of 
Minnesota for that future 
is critical to their success 
and the economic health 
of the state.”

“This program will take 
what has worked so 
well at the municipal 
scale in GreenStep 
Cities into our schools, 
where students can 
acquire the skills they 
will need in order to 
thrive in the future.”



SUPPORT LETTER 
EXCERPTS – See 
Hearing Packet for Full 
Letters

“I know that a GreenStep approach works, from my own 
experience. In 2009, while I was serving on the city council 
in Falcon Heights, our city became a pilot in the then-new 
Minnesota GreenStep Cities program. The program gave us 
the impetus to raise our environmental ambitions.”



ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 
LETTER, to those in 
Hearing Packet







www.mngreenstepschools.org
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