@ MINNEAPOLIS
. ‘ ycoordinating board

2023 Board of Directors

Al Bangoura**
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

Collin Beachy
Minneapolis Public School Board

Aisha Chughtai
Minneapolis City Council

Rochelle Cox**
Minneapolis Public Schools

Sonya Emerick
Minneapolis Public School Board

Irene Fernando
Hennepin County

Jacob Frey
City of Minneapolis

Marion Greene
Hennepin County

Andrea Jenkins
Minneapolis City Council

Mark J. Kappelhoff
Hennepin County Juvenile Court

Mary Moriarty
Hennepin County Attorney

Alicia D. Smith
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

**Ex-Officio Members

Ann Marie DeGroot
Executive Director

Together, Better.
Ycb.org

April 12, 2023

Dear Senator Wiklund,

I am writing to thank you for including Family, Friend and Neighbor policy and funding
in your HHS budget bill. This work has been extremely helpful in allowing the YCB to
work with FFN caregivers. Currently we have a group of Somali caregivers who meet
regularly in the Cedar Riverside neighborhood. These caregivers are learning about best
practice, early literacy and many other child development topics. We also work in
neighborhoods in North Minneapolis, and in the Powderhorn neighborhood.

| also ask that you please include ongoing funding in your final bill for this critical work.
The communities we serve need a sustainable commitment for ongoing training and
resources.

Sincerely,

Deby Ziesmer

Deby Ziesmer
Early Childhood Director
Minneapolis Youth Coordinating Board
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