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It’s not just that turtles CAN live a long time, it’s that they MUST live a long time…



• Moratorium on new turtle seller’s licenses early 2000s

• Turtle sellers made aware of goal to eliminate harvest

• Then Senator Bob Lessard announced to the commercial 
turtle harvesters in the audience that “…this is the initial 
step and we will eliminate commercial harvesting in the 
future.”

History



• Commercial harvest per license
increasing

• Recreational harvest license 
sales increasing 

• No reporting / data beyond
license numbers

• Possession limits

• Snapping Turtles: 3

• Painted Turtles: 3

• Spiny Softshell: Harvest 
eliminated as of 
December 1, 2021. 

Current Trends



What the bill does: 

• Eliminates commercial harvest 
(19 licensees remaining)

What the bill does not do: 

• Prohibit recreational harvest

• Prohibit turtle races



Questions?

Contact:

Christopher E. Smith

Conservation@MnHerpSoc.org


