Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR)

Senate Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee

Jan 17, 2023

John Jaschke, Executive Director
Andrea Fish, Assistant Director

m BOARD OF WATER
AND SOIL RESOURCES




Our Mission

Improve and protect Minnesota’s
water and soil resources by working
in partnership with local
organizations and private
landowners.



BWSR Structure
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Board of Water and Soil Resources
Appointed Member Location Map (May 2022)
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Affiliation
CIT - Citizen
CC - County Commissioner
SW - Soil & Water Conservation
District Supervisor
WD - Watershed District
MC - Metro City
GMC - Greater Minnesota City
TWP - Township
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ID, Member, Affilitaion, Appt. Ends
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1, LeRoy Ose, WD, 2026

2, Jayne Hager Dee, SW, 2024
3, Mark Zabel, SW, 2025

4, Kurt Beckstrom, SW, 2026

5, Rich Sve, CC, 2026

6, Gerald Van Amburg, CIT, 2023
T, Neil Peterson, CC, 2023

8, Todd Holman, CIT, 2025

9, Ronald Staples, CC, 2025

10, Ted Winter, CIT, 2024

11, Joseph Collins, WD, 2024
12, Jill Crafton, WD, 2023

13, Eunice Biel, TWP, 2024

14, Carly Johnson, MC, 2023
15, Kelly Kirkpatrick, GMC, 2023

Seven County Metro Area

Members must be distributed

Dodge B Wi X
OE‘EM nens across the state with at least
four members but not more than
Jackson Martn Farbault | Freeom | Filmore  |Root Rived six members from the seven

county metro region.

Agency Seats

16, Thom Peterson, MDA
17, Steve Roberston, MDH
18, Sarah Strommen, DNR
19, Joel Larson, UME

20, Katrina Kessler, MPCA

Governor-Appointed
20-member board:

e Local Govts
* Citizens

* State Agencies
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Who We Work With

* 88 Soil and Water Conservation Districts
e 45 Watershed Districts

87 Counties

* Joint Powers Organizations

e State and Federal agencies

* Agricultural and Environmental NGOs

* Tribal Governments




Business Model

* Local government delivery system (1000 +)

* On-the-ground conservation results

B Grants to Local
Governments 83%

Agency Programs and
Operations 17%

mn
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Partnership with Private Landowners

* 76% of Minnesota’s lands are privately-held

* Many of our programs directly impact
privately held land of all sizes — farms,
utilities, and residences.

* RIM Reserve Conservation Easement Program
has successfully restored and protected more

T orda Moz ] feds than 300,000 acres of private lands over the
J?“)M%rm il ~~~ Impaired Streams past 30 years
f : 3 f"_.- PR ST .f * Impaired Lakes
1; e Private Lands * One of our most popular programs, Lawns to
: S R Legumes, focuses on residential properties and
ARG R neighborhoods
N SR
Ji’f ﬂ\".’"ﬁi\\:"’ \ :g} o A ﬁ January 2015 m
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Statutory Authorities

12A — Natural Disaster, State Assistance

103A — Water Policy and Information

103B — Water Planning and Project Implementation
103C — Soil and Water Conservation Districts
103D — Watershed Districts
103E — Drainage
103F — Protection of Water Resources
103G — Waters/Wetlands
103H — Groundwater Protection
7 114D — Clean Water Legacy Act m»
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https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/12A
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103A
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103B
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103C
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103D
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103E
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103F
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103G
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103H
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/114D

Local Government Roads Wetland Replacement Program
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Larger, higher-quality
wetland mitigation
More cost-efficient
Expedited permitting




Climate Action Framework Goals

BWSR Focus Areas

Framework Goals
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Soil Health Practices Program

Climate Action Framework

Establishes a voluntary and
locally-driven Soil Health
Practices Program.

Sets practices on sensitive
lands to slow water and
nutrient movement.

Mitigates climate change
impacts through carbon
sequestration.




Examples - Soil Health Practices




Annual mean streamflow [cfs]

Accelerated Water Storage Program

Climate Action Framework

Minnesota River * Adapt to changing climate

Average Annual Mean Daily Flow

* Acquire, design, and construct projects to
TR control water volume and rate

e Voluntary and locally-led
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Habitat Enhancement Landscape Program (HELP)

Climate Action Framework
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* Encourage individual actions that increase carbon storage and establish landscapes to conserve and
enhance biodiversity.

* Build on successful ENRTF one-time pilots that create pollinator habitat statewide

Lawns to Legumes Habitat Friendly Utilities Program Habitat Enhancement Landscape Pilot

mn
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Private Lands Conservation Easements for Carbon Sequestration

Climate Action Framework

Climate Action via the Reinvest in
Minnesota (RIM) Reserve Program

e Grassland/Working Land
Restorations

RIM RESERVE St '~ “aag * Peatland Restorations

Conservation Easement

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources

* Mitigation and Resiliency for
Existing State Easements

mn
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Federal Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (IRA)
USDA-NRCS Climate Conservation Funding

.-;_-;: i
IRA funding in millions
Current- '22 2023 2024 2025 2026 IRA total
EQIP S 1,800 S 250 S 1,750 S 3,000 S 3,450 $ 8,450 R
CSP S 800 S 250 S 500 S 1,000 S 1,500 S 3,250
RCPP S 300 S 250 S 800 S 1,500 S 2,400 S 4,950
ACEP S 450 S 100 S 200 S 500 S 600 S 1,400
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MNCREP

State-held easements
Voluntary and locally-driven
Targeted to env. sensitive areas

Permanent protection, local
ownership

Federal leverage up to S350
million (with state match)

Completes the state’s
contribution




One Watershed One Plan
Participating Watersheds

Watershed-Based Approach to

Resource Management

RS .- One Watershed
3l One Plan

LEECH LAKE RIVER WATERSHED
COMPREHENSIVE WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN

o

Legend
B0 Tribal Nations

C Major Watersheds

5'"; Twin Cities Metro Area
() awap Planning Boundary*
() Approved Plan

(@ start Year - 2019

() start Year - 2020

() start Year - 2021

(0 start Year - 2022

Woods, water, wildlife, and people:
A healthy watershed and a vibrant economy

Prairie'lsland

BWSR




Lake McCarron Protection: Upper Villa Park Volume

Reduction and Stormwater Reuse
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Reduction:
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Progress
towards goal

mn
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Grand Marais Outlet Project and Cut Channel Stabilization

“The amendment was the catalyst we
needed to move forward. This is our legacy.”

N

637 tons of 87%

sediment annually 0
kept from entering h Progress
the Red River. towards goal

mn




BWSR Contacts

John Jaschke
Executive Director

john.jaschke@state.mn.us
612-202-3815

Andrea Fish
Assistant Director

andrea.fish@state.mn.us
612-616-5112

Michael Nelson
Legislative Coordinator
michael.nelson@state.mn.us

651-539-2598 N
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