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SUPPORT FOR NUCLEAR POWER HAS

GROWN AMONG DEMOCRATS. 
Survey Question: America's traditional nuclear power plants produce

around 20% of our electricity. Which is closest to your opinion? "Strongly
and Somewhat Support Nuclear"

WHY IS THAT?



THEY'RE REALIZING THAT...



Nuclear energy jobs pay $42/hour, 
Wind and solar pay $25/hour

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Nuclear power plants have triple the unionization rates of
wind and solar industries

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Components for nuclear plants are largely made domestically. 
Wind and solar are largely imported.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Nuclear and renewables working together will give us our best
chance at a just transition to clean power





Right now it is illegal to build new nuclear plants in Minnesota. 
The DFL is opposed to nuclear energy (the national Democrats are not.)

This ban is related to there not being a long-term storage plan for the spent fuel. 
Right now the fuel is stored in casks like these:

While this needs to be addressed, in our view it isn't as urgent as the threat of climate change. 
We also fear that a renewables-only future will require more mining, create fewer union jobs, and drive a significant

increase in electricity rates (as has been seen elsewhere in the world.)

 In the last few years, four other states have lifted restrictions on new nuclear  (WV, KY, WI, and MT).
In 39 states, there is no legislative prohibition on nuclear power.  

These states are able to more deeply assess a just transition from fossil fuels to nuclear energy.



We can look to the success of other
countries and regions.



Doesn't it take too long to
build nuclear power plants?



We've only ever added clean energy fast enough a few times in
history to meet our timetable for deep decarbonization.

Nuclear energy has been one of the fastest ways we've
ever added clean energy.



What about the cost? 



Isn't nuclear too expensive?



"Levelized costs of electricity" don't tell the full story.





While wind and solar are cheap-- shaping, storing, and transmitting the variable
power gets more expensive the more you add.

Expensive electricity is a regressive cost and sends manufacturing jobs to other states.



Why are the reactors in Georgia so expensive?



We haven't built nuclear in the US for so long, experienced construction crews retired 
and supply chains atrophied.



Next generation reactors, which are to be built primarily in shipyards and factories, should help

address this re-learning curve.



How does nuclear energy
affect the environment?



Source: IEA (2021)



Replacing Minnesota's current fossil
generation (24.9 TWh/year) with wind

energy would require 6.8 million
pounds of copper (without batteries).



Replacing it with nuclear would

require 0.5 million pounds of copper.

Critical minerals needed for various energy sources:

Using an energy dense fuel like uranium
means less mining overall





Using less land for energy production means 
more land for farming and habitat.



Why is now a good time to look at
lifting the moratorium?



Unrealized Capital Investment through 2040

Source: Advancing Nuclear, p. 105, Breakthrough Institute (2022)



It's not just us saying this...
"I don't see how we can do this without the help of nuclear power." 

-- Dr. James Hansen
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"I was on the other side of it then, but given the challenge we face today, 
and the progress of fourth generation nuclear, go for it. 

No other alternative." 
-- John Kerry

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"I'm a yes on this." 

-Ranking DFL Sen. Frentz and DFL Sen. Newton on 3-24-22, 
on partially lifting the moratorium for small reactors 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"If we’re serious about solving climate change, and quite frankly we have to be, the first thing we

should do is keep safe reactors operating. Even then, just maintaining that status quo is not enough.
We need more nuclear power to zero out emissions in America and to prevent a climate disaster.” 

-- Bill Gates
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


